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EGYPT 


LIBERAL PARTY PLATFORM CALLS FOR VARIOUS ELECTION REFORMS, GREATER FREEDOM 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 29 Aug 83 pp 8, 9 


[Article: “The Liberal Party Platform: The President, the Vice President and 
Major Positions Should Be Elective; the Chairman of the Higher Council of 
Judiciary Bodies Should Be Elected by Its Members” ] 


[Text] The Liberal Party believes in freedom, total freedom, for the nation 
and the citizen, because we are free in expressing our views and declaring 
our ideas. We also believe in a form of socialism which arises from our 
land, with our concern that we be free in practical application so that we 
may support democracy and reaffirm the gains of the toiling classes of the 
working people. 


The Liberal Party platform is concentrated on firm foundations, of which 
the most important are: 


Islamic law, the basic source of the constitution and the law. 


The revival of political freedoms, in affirmation of the freedom of thought, 
opinion and belief, and the freedom of assembly. 


The filling of the position of the president and vice president, as well as 
all major positions in the country, by election. 


The development and support of the public sector and the concentration of 
its investments in heavy and strategic industries. 


The freedom of private capital to invest in all areas, without exploitation, 
within the context of the development plan. 


The rejection of monopolization, the revival of competition between the 
private and public sectors, and the encouragement of individual incentives. 


The support and development of labor and professional unions so that they 
may have the right to bargain collectively to set wages and link them to 
production, 




















The affirmation of the rights of workers and peasants and an increase in the 
minimum wage in keeping with the increase in costs of living. 


The independence of the judiciary and the judiciary budget, on condition 
that its higher council be headed by a counsellor who is one of its members 
and will be chosen by election. 


A free press whose heads are not appointed by the executive powers and 
independent media which are not subject to the government. 


Political ministers, most of whom are members of the People’s Assembly, who 
have had long practice in political activity and have lived with and deeply 
felt the problems of the masses. 


A radical change in educational policy, from the eradication of illiteracy 
to the highest stages of education. 


Respect for United Nations documents and commitment to the policy of posi- 
tive neutrality and the struggle to regain occupied Arab territory and 
restore the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, while reaffirming 
Arab unity and supporting the League of Arab States. 


The Liberal Party platform stresses the constant development of the applica- 
tion of a sound socialist democracy, backed by experience, which responds to 
the requirements of the toiling masses, narrows the differences among 
classes and offers the people well being. 


The Liberals reject reaction in all its forms, assert that they are the 
vanguard of free socialist democratic thought which keeps abreast of domes- 
tic and foreign changes, do not accept backwardness or stagnation, and 
reject worship of the individual and the repetition of slogans. 


[ am sure that the Labor Party platform, which expresses the views and 
demands of our deep-rooted people, will enjoy the expression of solidarity 
on the part of the broad masses and will win their support. God is the lord 
of success, 


fSigned] The Chairman of the Liberal Party 

Mustafa Kamil Murad 

Islamic Law is the main source of the constitution and the law: 

The Liberal Socialist Party believes that Islamic Law contains decisive 
solutions to the problems Egyptian society is suffering from and that it 
adds a spiritual dimension to the party which liberates it from the materia- 
lism of other political doctrines. 

The party considers that in order to become knowledgeable about these solu- 
tions it is necessary to turn to the holy Koran and the pure Sunnah, put the 


general rules they contain into execution and eliminate the contradictions 
between these principles and secular laws by eliminating those secular laws 
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that contradict the provisions of Islamic law and putting these rules in 
their place. 


Political freedoms: 


The Liberal Party establishes reliance on political freedoms as a second 
pillar, after Islamic law. 


It believes that it is possible to revive these freedoms only by delegating 
to the people the right to choose the president and vice president through 
elections, not by referendums or appointment, and that the same is the case 
with respect to all the major positions in the country, in order that the 
dangers of appointments may be eliminated. In addition, the legislative 
powers must consist of two assemblies, to realize propriety in the law, 
while granting freedom of thought, opinion and belief, respecting all divine 
religions, and asserting the right of citizens to assemble to express their 
opinions. That may be realized only in the context of democratic dialogue 
within the party and with other political parties domestically and abroad, 
and the grant of freedom of the press and the media. One aspect which will 
provide the Liberals with protection in the exercise of these freedoms is 
the existence of an independent judiciary over which no one will have power 
and which will guarantee then the security of expression of their views. 


The filling of the position of the president and vice president, as well as 
all major positions in the country, by election, not by referendum or 
appointment. 


The Liberal Party considers that the time has come for the form of 
government to be settled, and therefore it is calling for efforts to amend 
the permanent constitution so that it will stipulate that the choice of the 
president and vice president will be by election, not by referendum or 
appointment, and that the government will establish permanent headquarters 
for the Office of the President which the elected president will occupy and 
will belong to the government and be the headquarters of its heads. 


The Liberal Party also considers that elections should be the dominant 
principle governing all major positions, such as the position of the Shaykh 
of al-Azhar, the chairman of the Higher Council of the Judiciary, the chair- 
man of the Higher Press Council, the university presidents, the governors 
and the heads of town and village councils. 


It is the party’s view that the personal and family identity cards should be 
redone so that they will contain an election card, among their various 
cards, on the basis of which exclusively citizens will be permitted to vote 
in the elections. 


Thus the current election lists will be abrogated and replaced by civil 
registry ledgers, which will provide a truer expression of the distribution 
of the population among the various areas of the republic. 


The Liberal Party, while believing in the sovereignty of the law, is anxious 
that laws be issued which are characterized by soundness, and, to achieve 
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this, demands that the legislative power consist of two assemblies, a par- 
liament and a senate, so that one may ponder over what the other might take 
urgent action over. 


Freedom of thought, opinion and belief and affirmation of the citizens’ 
cight to assemble and express their opinions and respect for all divine 
religions: 


Freedom is the cornerstone of the establishment of a sound democratic life, 
it is the dream of peoples throughout the ages, and revolutions have taken 
place in order to attain it. 


The Liberal Party seeks to revive freedom and have the people of Egypt 
practice it, as they have yearned for it for a long time, so that what the 
revolution of 15 May 1971 started may be consummated. 


There is no danger in establishing freedom as a clear characteristic of this 
partys it has underlined this by its adherence to the grant of freedom of 
thought, opinion and belief, democratic dialogue, the rejection of the class 
strugele, the independence of the judiciary, the press and the media, the 
freedom of investment of private capital, the freedom of young people to 
express their opinions, the freedom of collective bargaining for unions, and 
the consummation of women's social freedom in the context of Islamic law. 


The Liberal Party considers that freedom is the strong basis for the 
development of the good citizen who is able to defend his country, on 
grounds that the citizen who is repressed by restrictions cannot break the 
chains of his country and the timid person does not have the strength to 
face the enemy, and that the basis for the freedom of the nation is the 
citizen's freedom of opinion, thought and assembly with others in legitimate 
meetings to exchange views on various issues and embrace the appropriate 
solutions to the problems facing the country. 


Supporting, the noble al-Azhar, with the choice of his eminence the shaykh of 
al-Azhar and the mufti of Egypt to be by election, and the expanded 
establishment of religious universities, institutes and liberaries, among 
them the al-Fustat Islamic University and its nucleus, the Faculty of the 
Call to Islam in ‘Amr ibn al-'As University: 


The noble al-Azhar has watched over the pure Islamic religion and the Arabic 
language for more than 1,000 years. It is the oldest university in the whole 
world, and through it Egypt has become the leader of the Islamic world. Not 
even the countries which contain the Islamic shrines have been able to 
challenge it in this leadership. 


The Liberal Party considers that the noble al~Azhar must continue to perform 
its divine mission. 


The Liberal Party asserts that it would strengthen al-Azhar's role if the 
selection of his eminence the senior imam, the shaykh of al-Azhar Universi- 
ty, and the mufti of Egypt were by election, provided chat the candidates be 
members of the hoard of Senior Egyptian Religious Scholars, to the exclusion 
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of others, that the board alone woul | elect them and decide to remove then, 
if necessary, and that al-Azhar’s budget be independent of the government 
budget, 


Democratic dialogue within the party and with other political parties domes- 
tically and abroad: 


The Liberal Party asserts that its call for political freedom arises from 
the nature of its composition, that its commitment to free democratic 
dialogue within its structures is natural and that its decisions are taken 
only after the exchange of views among its members, on the basis of the 
opinion of the majority. 


In another area, it asserts that it is not isolated from the other political 
parties inside the Arab Republic of Egypt and believes that the grounds for 
agreement among them are greater than the elements of mutual alienation, in 
view of the bonds that join them together, which lie in the belief of all of 
them in national unity, social peace and democratic socialism, while the 
differences in views among the parties are a healthy phenomenon, as they are 
anong, the members of a single party, and that each party's expression of its 
views must observe objectivity and scientific thinking, without recklessness 
or the violation of the rules of serious democratic dialogue. 


The party considers that strong bonds must be established with political 
parties in the various countries of the world and that an ongoing dialogue 
must be held with them in order to make it possible to convince them of the 
justice of Egyptian and Arab causes, win them over to our ranks, and have 
them interact with us, so that we may be influenced by them and influence 
them, in the desire to create an international public opinion which will 
nave a deep understanding of our Egyptian and Arab causes and stand beside 
us with their support and backing. 


Rejection of the class struggle, provided that contradictions be eliminated 
through free democratic dialogue: 


The party considers that contradictions should be resolved through democra- 
tic dialogue within the legitimate parties and constitutional institutions 
as a means for arriving at solutions which will have the force of law and 
will establish the desired balance and alliance among all the groups of the 
people, without violence to the rights of any one of them in favor of 
another, to flatter it or gain its support. 


Full independence for the judiciary power and separation of that from the 
executive power: 


The Liberal Party owes a debt to the principle of the separation of powers 
and considers that it embodies an important constitutional principle for 
whose attainment peoples have waged glorious struggle, to guarantee public 
and personal freedoms. 


Egypt has suffered most grievously from the subordination of the judiciary 
power to the executive power, It awoke one day to the curse of the collapse 
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of the judiciary power in the wake of the issuance of a republican decree 

isolating all the judges of Egypt and reconstituting this power by 

reappointing some judges to the exclusion of others who had become isolated 

in violation of the constitution, the charter and the 30 March Declaration, i. 
uncil the devout president Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat reappointed them all 

except for those who did not want to return. 


While the Liberal Party strongly condemns the decree isolating the judges, 
it finds that the sole guarantee for failing to revert to a similar fate is 
for the judiciary power to be totally independent, in accordance with the 
following: 


The elimination of martial law and the exceptional laws. 


Restriction of the right to render judgment on judiciary disputes to the 
judiciary to the exclusion of others, by removing, the exceptional and mili- 
tary courts from disputes where one of the parties is a civilian or disputes 
that are civilian in nature, as well as abrogating the administrative 
committees that render judgment on judiciary disputes. 


The total separation of its budget from that of the government budget, where 
it derives its income from the stipulated fees for cases, along with 
government support in case of need, 


The formation of the Higher Council of Judiciary Boards in accordance with 
the law on the judiciary power, provided that the council elect a chairman 
from among, its own members and this council alone have the right to appoint 
judges, members of the office of the prosecutor, members of the Council of 
State and assistant judges, and transfer and discipline them according to 
law. 


The independence of the press and the various media, and support for them, 
in order to reaffirm their freedom and effectiveness so that they can 
function as a mirror of public opinions 


The Liberal Party considers that the press, in its various forms, and the 
other media, such as the radio and television, are the means for expressing 
public opinion and for [illegible], enlightening and giving clarity of 
vision to the masses, and that therefore they must be afforded total freedom 
and absolute independence, so that they will be able to perform their mis- 
sion effectively. 


In spite of statements made to the effect that the newspapers are owned by 
the Higher Press Council, they are in reality and practice wholly subser- 
vient to the executive power. 


Therefore the Liberal Party considers it necessary to work to give full 
independence to the newspapers and the media, so that they may be the 
property of the people, and that their board chairmen and editors in chief 
be chosen by election, so that no one will have power over them, provided 
that a new radio and television statute be set out which will guarantee them 
independence and freedom. 


a) 














The formation of the Higher Press Council should take place by election 
amony, people active in the area of the press, the media and publishing. The 
council should choose its chairman by election, with the provision that part 
of its mission be to issue permits to newspapers, set out rules for media 
activity, follow up on their execution, and watch over the execution of the 
code of ethics of the press, and that the Journalists’ Union, on grounds 
that among its members it comprises the overwhelming majority of the people 
working in the media, should play the major role in this area. 


Economic Policy 


The Liberal Party aspires to economic freedom, which can help support and 
deepen political freedoms. The party platform herewith discusses its view on 
the publie property belonging to the government, the area of public sector 
activity, its relationship to the private sector, and the role of the latter 
in advancing economic life, It also addresses itself to the reduction of 
restrictions on domestic and foreign trade and equality between Egyptian and 
foreign investors with respect to the advantages granted to them, then talks 
about the tax structure as an instrument for encouraging Egyptian and fo- 
reign capital to help increase production and provide prosperity for the 
people, and, after that, draws up a policy of wages which the party believes 
should be just compensation for work, in its character as the prime founda- 
tion otf production, 


It then, after that, discusses the party's policy in the areas of agricul- 
ture, irrigation, cooperation and industry. 


Government ownership is in the people's interests: 


Covernments throughout the world are in unanimous agreement that they should 
have ownership of some of the sources of natural wealth in their jurisdic- 
tion. It must be taken for granted that Egypt's deserts, lakes, mines and 
state lands, whether agricultural, reclaimed or suitable for construction, 
are purely the property of the government, which can dispose ot them, use 
them, or invest them in the manner that will achieve the country's inte- 
rests. 


Supporting the public sector while concentrating its investments in heavy 
and strategic industries, developing its management, and enabling it to 
perform its leadership role in economic development: 


The public sector represents the broad fundamental base and backbone of the 
national economy, Because of this major, leading role, it was necessary to 
evaluate the public sector and different aspects of its activity in a com- 
prehensive jsanner which was aimed at ridding it of the obstacles which 
detract from its productive competence and obstruct its performance, and to 
prepare the best climate in which it could achieve its goals. Therefore, the 
Liberal Party considers thats 


Opportunities should be granted to create competition between the public and 
private sector in all areas, to prompt it to increase its productive compe- 
tence, 














Freedom of private capital to invest in all areas in participation and 
competition with public and cooperative capital, in the context of the 
development plan, provided that it perform its commitments to the society in 
an unexploitative manner. 


When the public sector was established, private sector participation in 
service of the domestic economy was permitted in some areas. However, the 
private sector could not perform the role which had been set out for it 
because of the obstacles facing it, some economic areas were restricted to 
the public sector, and, without justification, the private sector was not 
allowed to take part in them. This limited its activities while the public 
sector was burdened beyond its capacity and prompted to engage in some 
activities that were not in keeping with its nature. Therefore the Liberal 
Party considers the following appropriate: 


The private sector should be granted the freedom to compete with the public 
and cooperative sectors in all industrial and comercial fields of activity, 
so that it can play its national role in developing the national economy in 
accordance with the development plan. 


Private capital (domestic, Arab and foreign) should be permitted to buy 
percentages of shares in some public sector companies, as set by the 
government, with the objective of increasing these companies’ capital and 
providing the necessary hard currency for maintenance, replacement and 
renovation which the government's resources cannot provide, as well as 
providing modern machinery and equipment to move the wheels of development 
forward. 


Permission should be granted to establish joint projects with private domes- 
tic, Arab and foreign capital and the public sector, in accordance with the 
requirements of the economic development plan in all areas. 


The private sector should be liberated from all restrictions and obstacles 
related to currency, imports, exports, and customs, the tax structure should 
be amended, and it should be treated like the public sector as regards the 
foreign exchange rate and customs exemptions so that it will be empowered to 
take off in order to contribute to the attainment of prosperity for citizens 
and the people working in it and so that the government's revenues from 
taxes and duties may be increased. 


Liberating trade from all unnecessary restrictions: 


Trade plays an important role in the prosperity of peoples, and distributes 
what producers produce so that it may get to the consumer. Therefore, it is 
necessary to liberate it from all unnecessary restrictions. 


The time has passed in which the public sector monopolized, or almost mono- 
polized, export and import trade and wholesale trade, and totally dominated 
retail trade, leading to disappointing results which helped increase the 
severity of inflation and harmed the economic conditions of the country. 


The Liberal Party asserts that the pressures which have been brought to bear 
on the private sector in the areas of trade have contributed to these 
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results, and it believes that the elimination of the obstacles obstructing 
the flow of commodities from the producer to the consumer can be realized by 
restricting the overwhelming bulk of the retail trade to the private sector, 
$0 that the government’s role in this area will be to set prices whenever 
necessary to protect the consumer and guarantee a fair profit for retail 
merchants, while imposing deterrent surveillance on then. 


As far as wholesale trade goes, both the private and public sectors should 
engage in it equally, in order to generate competition from which the consu- 
mers who are the masses of the people will benefit, 


Equality between Egyptian and Arab and foreign investors in tax exemptions: 


The Egyptian economy has suffered from the application of the theory of 
self-sufficiency and has collapsed under the doctrine of producing 
everything from needles to missiles. We Liberals were the first to call for 
the policy of economic Liberalization, with the goal of welfare and prospe- 
rity, and the response to that appeal was the issuance of the liberalization 
decrees, which are among the most important decrees the political leaders 
took in order to deal with the economic situation the country had reached 

as a result of the hemorrhaging of its resources during the long years of 
War preparation. Therefore, the government took it upon itself to correct 
the general course of the economy, issued Law 43 for 1974 bearing on the 
investment of Arab and foreign capital and approved of some easy conditions to 
encourage Arab and foreign capital to invest in Egypt, among them exempting 
it from taxes and customs for a specific period upon the commencement of 
these projects’ activities, as well as the presentation of an integrated tax 
system in which the role of economic liberalization aimed at attaining 
social justice was apparent. 


The Liberal Party stresses this matter and encourages it, but considers that 
the Egyptian investor is more worthy of receiving these easy conditions and 
tax, customs and currency exemptions, in order that Egyptian savings and 
Egyptian investors who are working inside and outside the country may be 
encouraged to take part in the development of their country and enabled to 
compete with foreign investments. 


Amending, the tax structure, and escalating taxes, in a manner that will 
lessen the burden on the toiling classes of the people and encourage private 
investment, while reviewing the policy of customs taxes and production 
levies: 


Taxes are considered among the most important sources for financing the 
povernnent treasury and increasing its revenues, and are to be considered a 
means for realizing social justice among the working classes of the people. 
Therefore the Liberal Party considers it essential that the limits on tax 
exemption be in keeping with the average family income in Egypt, and consi- 
ders that this amount should be the minimum level of the essentials the 
family requires in terms of housing, food, clothing, medical treatment and 
s0 on, provided that this limit progress as income progresses, 


The Liberals also consider that the collection of taxes must be fair and 
economic and that taxes should be direct whenever that is feasible, because 
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indirect taxes are borne by people with low and high incomes alike and thus 
do not realize equity in the tax burden. In addition, regularly established 
and irregularly established, especially parasitic, incomes, should be pur- 
sued, in the context of an integrated organization, in order to realize 
social justice, 


The Liberal Party considers that the tax rate must escalate as the income 
class rises, in a manner where the tax rate will not exceed two thirds of 
income at the maximum, and that attention should be given, regarding the tax 
rate, to the type of income, such as earnings from work, liberal profes- 
sions, and trade, so that the rate on taxes on earnings from work will be 
the lowest, since the nature of revenues may be attributed to manual or 
intellectual effort. It would be appropriate if taxes on liberal professions 
and trade and on revenues from commercial, industrial and agricultural 
exploitation escalated in the relative sense, 


Keparding custons duties, the party considers that the objective in imposing 
these is to protect local industries in their early stages and to achieve 
social justice, that is, that their rates should be in keeping with the type 
of commodity imported, such as basic and processing commodities. The party 
considers that these duties should be low with respect to craft and agricul- 
tural production requirements and agricultural machinery and equipment and 
that taxes on semi-luxury and luxury commodities should be higher, in a 
manner where they will not exceed double the actual value of the commodity, 
that is, that customs duties should not in any case go beyond 100 percent, 
especially duties on commodities which are not produced locally, where the 
element of protection of local industry is nonexistent. 


In the setting of production levies, attention must be given to the degree 
of importance of the commodity and the volume of its consumption; if the 
commodity is a basic one or a food item, production levies on it should be 
lower, while the levies should be higher whenever the commodity is a semi- 
luxury or luxury item. 


All in all, the Liberal Party is not in favor of excessive tax rates of any 
kind, as well as production levies, since that could lead to adverse effects 
as far as public treasury receipts go, and could be an obstacle to the 
expansion of economic activity in all areas. 


Flexible planning in the government context, including public and private 
sector projects: 


The Liberal Party considers it necessary to set out a general government 
plan which will include all natural and human resources, and to use these 
resources in an economic manner to achieve the highest level of national 
development and increase national income, while distributing it justly among 
the citizens, and also including in it the various factors of production, in 
the form of management, labor and capital. 


This is because planning has become a basic essential technique for making 


proper use of resources and determining priorities of productive and service 
projects and realizing balance among them in all developing countries. 
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However, the Liberal Party considers that planning policies should be set 
out in a flexible manner which will permit the modification of the plan in 
accordance with economic changes domestically and abroad. It also considers 
it necessary to direct attention ty vard the internal planning of economic 
projects and to study their feasibility, and to follow up on the general 
plan and its projects in order to deal with any variable factor which might 
occur in it before it becomes aggravated. This will require that the statis- 
tical agencies in the government be supported and that statistical awareness 
be spread among the citizens, so that the plan may be founded on sound data. 
It is also necessary to eliminate all the administrative obstacles hampering 
the plan or causing it to deviate from its objectives, so that everyone will 
participate in decisionmaking. 


The Liberal Party considers it necessary that there be commitment to the 
plan on the part of the people responsible for carrying it out in the 
government and the public sector and that haphazard decisions which often 
obstruct it not be taken, 


In addition, the Liberals consider that the government must set out a flexi- 
ble plan for the private sector to direct its investments and guide them in 
better directions. 


Supporting labor and professional unions and reaffirming their right to 
determine wage levels, while linking these to production: 


The Liberal Party considers it necessary to adhere to all the socialist 
gains which have been achieved for workers and peasants, while supporting 
and developing the role of professional and labor unions. 


It considers the following appropriate, as regards labor unions: 





First, affirmation of the unions’ freedom of collective bargaining with the 
public and private sectors in order to determine wage levels, while linking 
those to production and raising the minimum wage in a manner that is in 
keeping with the costs of living, and taking this into account with respect 
to workers of senior standing, as well as raising the maximum profits to be 
distributed among employees at a rate which is in keeping with the increase 
in the minimum wage, while affirming the workers’ right to demand their 
rights through legitimate channels and workers’ unions, in accordance with 
the law. 


Second, setting forth a carefully-studied scientific system of incentives 
which will underline the compatibility between effort exerted and compensa-~ 
tion for the work, while eliminating maximum overtime hours whenever that is 
possible, doubling the wages for overtime hours and granting exceptional 
allowances and financial bonuses to workers in companies which realize an 
increase in production rates. 


Third, granting unions and union committees their share of union freedom and 
guarantees to enable them truthfully to express the workers’ opinions about 
their problems, while carrying out union recommendations as far as possible. 
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Fourth, working, to deepen union tradition and carry out a dialogue between 
labor unions and their equivalents abroad, as well as working to raise the 
workers’ educational and training levels. 


Fifth, protecting private sector workers from arbitrary dismissal and 
compelling employers to pay suitable compensation in the event a worker is 
arbitrarily dismissed, return him to his job, and fail to dismiss workers 
appointed on contracts for specific periods if the contracts are renewed for 
additional periods in excess of 6 months, while adhering to the decisions of 
trilateral committees. 


Sixth, making the stipulation in the bylaws of tthe General Federation of 
Workers that the role of the unions is to be comprehensive and showing the 
duties of the union organizations and union leaders a:.d their rights to all, 
so that these will be totally clear to authorities and companies and so that 
they will be a basis for stocktaking ir. case of any aberrant conduct, and 
there will be no need to enter into mazes of explanation and interpretation. 


Seventh, reducing the retirement age in the case of people working in diffi- 
cult or dangerous industries, while raising the percentages on whose bases 
pensions are calculated to an extent that will compensate the worker for the 
drop in age. In addition, it will be necessary to calculate 1 year at a 
greater rate in the area of raises and grades, in the case of people working 
in the area of these industries. 


As regards professional unions, the Liberal Party considers the following: 


First, the areas of competence of the unions should be expanded to include 
all financial, administrative and disciplinary aspects of the people in each 
profession and a code of ethics should be set forth for each profession to 
which the members of that profession will adhere. 


Second, cooperation between professional unions in Egypt and their 
counterparts throughout the world, with the objective of raising the 
standards of living and the educational and social levels of the people in 
the profession, by following the most modern union systems that have been 
achieved throughout the world. 


Third, professional unions should deal with the issue of emigration in the 
case of people in professions who wish to emigrate, offer them the necessary 
aid, and work to raise the financial, cultural and professional level of the 
persons in each profession, so that the country may retain the number of 
technical experts that it requires. 


Fourth, the professional union should be concerned with providing opportuni- 
ties for suitable work for people in each profession, domestically or 
abroad, while setting out a minimum wage for members of the professional 
unions with the investment authorities, preparatory to raising average wages 
in Egypt and abandoning the system of compulsory service. 


Reviewing the wage and price structure in a manner in keeping with the rates 
of inflation and costs of living: 
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Wages are to be considered revenues from labor, which is the most important 
element in production and the one that is most influential in economic 
activity of various kinds. 


Therefore, the structure of wages is to be considered one of the most 
important elements influencing costs of production and prices at the same 
time, and therefore the Liberal Party considers that labor’s share of the 
value added to the country’s national income is no less than 50 percent. 


It is well known that employees in the government and the public sector who 
have limited incomes represent the nerve of production in the areas of 
industry and services in the country. 


Therefore, the Liberal Party considers that a review should be made of the 
Wage structure annually, that it should be increased in a manner in keeping 
with the rates of inflation and the rise in prices of goods and services, 
and that categorizing the work force and training it to use modern means of 
production is a vital and essential matter in which the government, public 
and cooperative sectors and labor and professional unions should take part. 


The Liberal Party considers that it is necessary to set out a minimum level 
for wages which will be annually arranged to conform to the costs of living, 
along with the effort to narrow the gap between the minimum and maximum 
Waves. 


Supporting, workers’ and peasants’ rights and affirming the gains they have 
achieved through the 23 July and 15 May revolutions: 


The acquisition by workers and peasants of many benefits in the course of 
the 23 July and 15 May revolutions, in the Liberals’ view, is of extreme 
political significance. 


While the workers and peasants have acquired 50 percent representation in 
various political organizations, by virtue of the law, the Liberals seek to 
retain this perecentage, in order to benefit from the competence and natio- 
nal devotion which all the workers and peasants who are the sons of this 
nation possess, 


No one can ignore that the 23 July and 15 May revolutions provided a sound 
atmosphere and furnished prestige for workers and peasants, who represent 
the majority of the people, in order that they could increase national 
output, which is the bastion of the Egyptian economy and the main buttress 
in raising the standard of living of this nation. 


The development of methods of farming and irrigation, mechanizing them, 
concentrating on reviewing the crop structure and setting out a just crop 
price policy, while permitting competition among the public, cooperative and 
private sectors in marketing crops: 


The party considers that: 
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Methods of irrigation should be developed in order to devise the most suita- 
ble way of meeting the requuirements of the land, in terms of irrigation and 
the presentation of an intergrated drainage policy, in order to remedy the 
weakness of the soil and retain its fertility. 


A just price policy should be set forth for crops in order to eliminate the 
shortages arising from the incompatibility between the prices of some crops 
and the costs of producing them, and to allow the private sector and the 
cooperative sector, after it is developed, to compete with the government 
sector in marketing these crops in a manner which will realize a profitable 
yield for the Egyptian peasant, encourage him, and enable him to improve and 
develop his production. 


A review should be made of the crop structure of agriculture in Egypt, 
taking into account the world prices of crops, so that an expansion can take 
place in the cultivation of crops which will give the country greater re- 
turns. 


An effort should be made at horizontal expansion through land reclamation, 
encouraging Egyptian, Arab and foreign capital in agricultural development 
projects in the areas of land reclamation, poultry and livestock resource 
raising and agricultural processing, using foreign expertise and learning 
modern agricultural methods. 


The encroachment of construction on farmland should be stopped and it should 
be restricted to the desert areas. 


It should be permitted to import modern seeds and other means of production 
which will make it possible to raise the level of production vertically. 


There should be expansion in the establishment of intensified agricultural 
processing production complexes and new agricultural areas should be added 
by the use of new capital. 


Developing cooperatives in the areas of agricultural, housing, industrial 
and consumer production and providing them with technical and administrative 
expertise, while financing them with easy loans: 


Cooperative activity is aimed at belief in work as a means of construction, 
and is not content with the mentality of exploitation. Cooperative activity 
is an economic and social system which arises from the heart of individuals 
who are joined in solidarity within an organization which is established on 
the basis of participation by joint capital and management in the context of 
belief in serving society and who have the objective of getting members to 
benefit from services and divide up the surplus bearing on their transac- 
tions, indeed the objective of improving their economic and social affairs 
and bringing them to a high moral level which will make them good citizens 
who are able to create a sound democratic society that will establish 
balance between the interests of the group and the interests of the indivi- 
dual, with its belief in the individual and in encouraging the individual to 
release his utmost powers and resources to participate in reconstituting 
life to the end of creating a better society. 
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Egypt adopted the cooperative movement in its desire to realize numerous 
goals on behalf of the producer and the consumer, and the cooperative move- 
ment in Egypt has extended to a number of productive agricultural, housing 
and consumer activities. 


First: Agricultural Cooperation 


Cooperative activity in Egypt was based essentially on agricultural 
cooperation; however, it has been recently embodied in the form of the 
cooperative marketing of certain crops, and, since this marketing in reality 
has been administrative by nature, many flaws have appeared in it, its 
errors have accumulated, and it has become greatly alienated between theory 
and practice from the theory of cooperative marketing as a socialist method 
bearing the burden for the peasant and realizing him a feasible return on 
his production, resulting in: 


The loss of trust between the masses of the farmers and the agencies 
performing the marketing, process. 


A proliferation of violations of the crop cycle by farmers, in spite of the 
penalties imposed, avoidance of crop delivery, crop concealment, and the 
sale of crops to black market dealers. 


A constant decline in areas planted with crops marketed on a cooperative 
basis and a continuous drop in the volumes supplied. 


This may all be attributed to: 


A. The proliferation of agencies supervising cooperative marketing, such as 
the Cooperative Federation, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Credit Bank. 


B. The proliferation of commissions imposed on the farmer for this 
marketing, which ultimately are large sums that are taken away from him. 


C. The proliferation of bodies in charge of holding peasants to account and 
the forms and papers handled during the marketing process. 


The drop in the prices of marketed crops which once realized a feasible 
revenue for the farmer, such as cotton. It is also worth pointing out that 
apricultural cooperative activity is not just a crop marketing process ~- it 
is also basically aimed at offering help to the peasant, developing his 
production, protecting him from exploitation whether individual or 
governmental, and developing and establishing agricultural processing indus- 
tries which can be an alternative to large production, because of the frag- 
mentation of agricultural ownership and the resulting drop in production. 
For this reason the Liberal Party considers: 


Cooperative activity should be voluntary. 
Agricultural cooperative activity should develop agricultural production by 
helping to introduce agricultural mechanization, by providing the necessary 


equipment and machinery for the peasant at moderate prices. 
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Credit facilities should be provided to establish new agricultural proces- 
sing projects. 


Cooperatives should import good strains of livestock and poultry and offer 
them to the peasant while guiding him in the most up to date raising 
methods. 


Simplifying marketing measures, cutting down on the number of forms used and 
restricting them to one entity, and rapidly paying out the prices of crops. 


The peasant should be dealt with and held to account through the cooperative 
society in the village only, provided that the cooperative society alone 
deal with the Credit Bank, 


The cooperative societies, after being supplied with the necessary experts, 
should perform their responsibility and effective role in production through 
actual participation in determining the proper cycle for all the plots of 
land in the jurisdiction of the village, within the framework determined by 
government agricultural policy, in order to enumerate the crops that are 
suitable for each, while providing the peasant with excellent seeds. 


Multi-purpose participation societies should be established in the ports and 
villages. 


Successful international experiments should be given general application, 
provided that the cooperative federations take charge of carrying them out. 


The cooperatives should be concerned with the role of scientific research in 
developing agriculture, in order to bring it to the desired level. 


A review should be made of laws bearing on the relationship between owners 
and tenants of agricultural land, in order to bring about justice between 
then. 


Second: Industrial Cooperative Activity 
The Liberal Party considers, in this respect: 


A scientific cooperative movement should be brought into being in the area 
of industrial cooperative activity. 


The industrial cooperative movement in Egypt should be stimulated by estab- 
lishing specific cooperative societies that will include small producers and 
craftsmen. These specific cooperative societies will be in charge of buying 
the necessary raw materials and equipment for their members and supplying 
them with easy loans so that they can play their part in production, the 
most modern means of production should be introduced and specialized socie- 
ties should be formed in the area of cooperative marketing. 


These specific societies should market their members’ products so that it 
will be possible to get the best prices established by market research 
domestically and abroad. 
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The government should offer easy loans to these federations and societies 
and issue legislation to exempt them from taxes, or reduce these, so that it 
will be possible for them to offer their products at suitable prices to the 
consumer, since these projects in their totality make up a large portion of 
industrial production. 


There should be an effort to provide these federations with technical and 
administrative experts so that it will be possible to introduce them to the 
most modern means of production. 


Third: Housing Cooperative Activity 


The Liberal Party considers that housing cooperative activity is the main 
means for overcoming the housing shortage the country is going through, 
because of the private construction sector’s reluctance to expand and the 
inability of the government production sector to meet the country’s needs, 
by pursuing, the following: 


Establishing cooperative housing banks with domestic, Arab, foreign or joint 
capital. 


Establishing specialized housing societies and supporting them so that they 
Will build dwellings to be rented or deeded out. 


Offering government-owned land suitable for construction to such societies 
at appropriate prices, with their prices to be paid off over long terms at 
no interest. 


Providing construction requirements to this sector, giving its members 
priority in obtaining them, and exempting them from customs duties, taxes 
and revenues for the first 5 years after construction of the building. 


Applying scientific methods and technology to the production of prefabri- 
cated housing. 


Fourth: Consumer Cooperative Activity 


Individuals must be permitted to establish consumer cooperative societies 
free from government intervention, in order to provide commodities to their 
members at moderate prices. This consumer sector can be stimulated if there 
is interconnection among industrial, agricultural and consumer cooperative 
activity and if other industries are available, provided that these commodi- 
ties be sold in consumer societies. 


It is necessary to upgrade the consumer movement by striving constantly to 
keep it abreast of corresponding movements in the advanced countries in this 
area. 


Consumer cooperative activity should make use of a system of competition 
between the public and private sectors in order to eliminate individual and 
government exploitation. 
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Domestic Policy 


In the context of Islamic law, family laws should be developed, the bases 
for the sound development of the individual should be set forth, and women, 
half of the society, should receive all their legitimate rights, while 
preserving their status and their mission. 


The existing family legislation derived its provisions from specific views, 
in particular from the creeds of Islamic law. The application of these 
creeds, in practice, has revealed their unsuitability to the requirements of 
the age, in some cases. 


In keeping with the points the Liberal platform established in its initial 
planks, it is possible to develop the family laws in Egypt by adopting the 
statements of Moslem jurists whose views were not adopted by the existing 
laws, if they are more compatible with our current circumstances, and choose 
the most appropriate solutions to the requirements of our era and the cus- 
toms of our society, without restricting oneself to a specific creed. Some 
of these creeds impose greater restrictions on men's right to divorce their 
wives, and some give the wives the right to stipulate what they want to be 
given in the marriage contract at the start of their married life, and these 
conditions later became the object of the appreciation and the respect of 
the judiciary. 


Giving, young people freedom to express their opinions and prompting them to 
exercise their political and social rights: 


Young people, who are the nerves of the nation and the people who bear the 
responsibility for the future, must be given full freedom to express their 
views and must be given the broadest range of opportunities to exercise 
their political and social rights, by pursuit of the following: 


Reducing the age for running as candidates for parliament to 25 from 
30, 


Granting young people the freedom to join parties whose platforms they 
consider are in keeping with their inclinations, failing to restrict to a 
specific organization, and giving them the opportunity to reach leadership 
positions in the parties. The Socialist Liberal Party has offered young 
people scope in its leadership positions, since in its bylaws and charter 
the party stipulates that one of the agents at the governorate level, as 
well as at the district and subdistrict levels, must be a young person. 


Granting the freedom to travel abroad and setting out rules and statutes 
which will preserve young people’s humanity and dignity when they seek to 
emigrate to work abroad, 


Devoting attention to guiding young people to adhere to superior examples 
and spiritual values. 


Organizing symposia between young liberals and young people in other parties 
domestically and abroad. 
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Devoting attention to recreation and sports centers and scientific and 
vocational training in the villages and towns. 


Accepting, criticism from young people and holding discussions with them in a 
democratic spirit. 


Granting young people the freedom to choose suitable work in accordance with 
individual capabilities and eliminating the compulsory service system. 


Liberating, occupied Arab territory and affirming the Palestinian people’s 
right to establish their homeland and determine their own destiny: 


The liberation of occupied Arab territory and the restoration of the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian people are a duty and goal for whose attain- 
ment every citizen in the Arab Republic of Egypt is struggling. 


The road to liberation of the territory and the acquisition of legitimate 
Palestinian rights will come about through the sound use of all means, 
foremogt among them peaceful means founded on justice. 


The constant development of the organization and arming of the armed forces, 
raising its fighting capability to guarantee that it is strong and in kee- 
ping, with the age, in accordance with the most modern combat methods: 


The duty of higher strategy is to coordinate and administer all the resour- 
ces of the country, or a group of countries, to achieve the military purpose 
of war, which is the goal the original policy sets out. 


In addition, the government must allocate the necessary budget to its armed 
forces in keeping with its missions, in the context of balanced distribution 
in the general plan of the government, and they must be given every opportu- 
nity to occupy their leadership position in the Middle East region in order 
to support peace founded on justice. 


Attention must be given to war manufacture and production, in cooperation 
with Arab countries, with the objective of arriving at the attainment of a 
reasonable, acceptable rate of self sufficiency in arms acquisition, as well 
as acquiring and developing expertise: 


The resources available to the armed forces may be measured in terms of the 
self-sufficiency they possess in arms acquisition. There is no doubt that 
local manufacture and production are distinguished in that they can be 
controlled in all circumstances and various situations, while the procure- 
ment of arms through imports is distinguished by scientific and technologi- 
cal progress but is subject to numerous factors which might keep such a form 
of supply from being assured and secure. 


Constant development of the security agencies and the police and attention 
to the implantation of security to provide confidence to the people are 
necessary, so that they can proceed to work and function in all areas, 
provided that the authorities remain far removed from all interference or 
pressure restricting people’s freedoms: 


19 














The security agencies and the police must receive total attention and care, 
must receive constant development and must be supplied with all resources 
and means to help them fight and unearth crime at the proper time, and 
strike with force, without delay, against the people who are manipulating 
the law, so that thereby security may be established and confidence provided 
for the people, so that they can proceed to work and function in all areas, 
and these forces may thereby participate and achieve more, indeed with the 
utmost positiveness and productivity. 


The Liberal Party considers that the security agencies and the police, and 
indeed all the authorities, should distance themselves from all interference 
or pressure on individuals; we do not accept any restrictions on people‘s 
freedoms or any corruption of the proper exercise of democratic life. Our 
people will never permit anyone, whatever his position in power might be, to 
deprive them of any right or freedom to enjoy freedom in full, 


Exposure of neglect, aberrance, laxity and unlawful gain, and the total 
elimination of them, while properly applying the system of rewards and 
penalties and working decisively and consciously to protect public property: 


Neglect, aberrance, laxity, unlawful gain, and deficiercy in protecting 
public property are to be considered destructive, fatal diseases whcih can 
afflict nations. 


Therefore, the Liberal Party takes a serious view of these phenomena, in a 
conscious, cautious manner which does not admit of compromise, in order that 
this grave ailment may be deterred and unmasked in order at the proper time, 
then totally eliminated. 


One effective means for resisting these grave phenomena is the proper appli- 
cation of the method of rewards and penalties, which should be set out after 
a thorough study that will guarantee justice in-application through careful 
rules which will guarantee the attainment of the desired goal. 


The provision of land and construction materials and the construction of 
housing, of all types in conformity with the various needs of citizens, while 
adopting advanced methods to build this housing: 


There is no doubt that housing has become a problem facing most people, 
which makes it necessary that maximum attention be devoted to it. Therefore, 
the Liberal Party is giving extreme care to housing problems, and, in this 
regard, resolves the following: 


The need for the government to devote attention to providing suitable land 
for building, and providing that with public utilities, on condition that 
the cost of this land not exceed cost. 


Application of the above on public lands and religious endowment lands and 
buildings in various areas of the republic. 


Prohibiting the ownership of land for construction by non-Egyptians, while 
permitting it to be rented out or used for specific periods by Arabs and 
foreigners. 
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Establishing numerous large housing companies, with domestic, Arab, foreign 
or joint capital. 


Failing to restrict the private sector [words missing] to a higher level 
which tt will be permitted in the field of general contracting. 


Establishing special »anks to offer residential building loans to which 
Egyptian savings inside and outside the country will contribute in partici- 
pation with Arab investments and various banks. 


Restricting the government's activity in the field of housing to the con- 
struction of low-cost and intermediate housing, while leaving the responsi- 
bility for constructing above-average housing to the private sector and 
providing its requirements of loans, building materials and land. 


Removal of the government from the subsidization of construction except in 
the case of low-cost and intermediate buildings prepared for rental. 


Encouraging the private sector to invest its money in the housing area by 
exempting it from customs duties in this regard, as well as from revenues 
and taxes for a suitable period. 


Vesigning housing so that it will be in keeping with the spirit of the age 
and using, modern methods, machinery and equipment in construction. 


Preparing specialized institutes to graduate generations of skilled techni- 
cal workers in various architectural occupations on sound scientific and 
technological bases, 


Encouraging, the government to construct rural housing and subsidize the 
construction materials related to it. 


Getting the ministries, authorities, companies and professional and labor 
inions to perform a positive role in the service of their members in the 
housing area, 


Taking the approach of establishing integrated new towns on sound scientific 
and technical bases which will guarantee incentives for residing in them 
permanently and provide self-sufficiency for their inhabitants. 


Setting out a firm housing policy in cooperation with the private and public 
sectors both to overcome the housing shortage which has gripped the country, 
in addition to increasing construction of residential units at annual rates 

that are in keeping with their corresponding units in the advanced countries 
of the world in the area of housing. 


Expanded application of health insurance, a rise in the level of health 
services, the provision of medical equipment, and the encouragement of 
societies and individuals to construct private hospitals: 


Since preserving the citizens’ health and protecting them from epidemics and 
diseases are exceptionally important matters, the Liberal Party considers 
that in order to achieve that attention should be given to the following: 
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Expansion in health insurance to cover all citizens. 


Support for government hospitals and hospitals of philanthropic societies 
and those belonging to specialized physicians, and modern scientific agen- 
cies, 


Attention to nursing staffs, providing them with adequate training in the 
most modern methods related to patient care. 


Support for scientific research agencies in the health field, to discover 
diseases and means of treatment, as well as the effort to develop medicines 
from local and imported production and expand the scope for international 
representation, in order to benefit from prices at the source. 


Extension of social insurance coverage: 


One of the most important achievements the 23 July 1952 revolution made in 
social life in Egypt was the establishment of a system of social insurance, 
which spread about security and confidence in the spirits of people working 
in the government and the public and private sectors. 


The Liberal Party considers that the success of this system should be 
considered an incentive for extending its effects to all the people and not 
restricting it to certain groups. 


The party plans to reach this objective by arranging for the necessary 
resources to attain it in the form of dues which must be invested in all 
economic areas in order to support the domestic economy and help it develop 
the country's national income, as well as using a quarter of the investments 
to support the financial status of the insurance system. 


The government must help finance the burdens of social insurance, as well as 
guaranteeing that its commitments are met, especially over the long range. 


Developing local government in a manner that will bring about decentraliza- 
tion and create leaders, so that they may exercise power and bear their 
responsibilities, with the selection of local and people‘’s assemblies to be 
by election: 


The Liberal Party considers that in order for the goals of the local 
government system to be realized, the following must be taken into account: 


Support for localities by shifting power from the central organization, in 
the context of the republic as a whole or in the context of the governorates 
and districts, in order to facilitate matters for citizens, meet their 
requirements and solve their problems. 


Support for democracy in local government, so that direct free election will 
be the means for choosing the systems of government, whether these be local 
councils, governors, or town and village heads. 
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The regulation of labor migration and emigration and the conclusion of 
agreements with host countries in a manner that will keep wage levels 
stable, in the context of an integrated housing policy: 


Egypt went through a period in which it became a large prison for Egyptians, 
who were prohibited from leaving the country for reasons which in our esti- 
mation were subject to elements of dominance and coercion. 


The basic fact is that the Egyptians have the right to emigrate permanently 
or temporarily in search of a living and in the hope of realizing prosperi- 
ty. This right will be restricted only in order to guarantee the safety and 
security of Egyptian society, with the freedom to move being the basic 
element, and prohibitions introduced only as exceptions, 


The Liberal Party considers that it is necessary to protect Egyptians who 
venture to emigrate to work or for other reasons, so that they will not 
succumb to exploitation in other countries. That will be feasible only by 
learning about countries’ need for Egyptian experts and labor and concluding 
agreements with the countries that want to make use of them, articulating 
their tasks and specifying their wages, so that these will not be less than 
those specified for their counterparts, while adding a percentage to the 
wage which the host countries will provide to the Egyptian treasury in their 
own currencies but will not deduct from the wages of the Egyptian workers or 
experts. 


Attention to tourist activity and support for various aspects of this acti- 
vity in a manner that will enable it to realize its goals, so that it can be 
an important economic resource for the countrys 


Tourist activity now is a resource representing one pillar in the structure 
of the domestic economy in the case of many countries, to such a point tht 

it has come to be called the tourist industry in view of the hard currency 

it attracts. Numerous countries have relied on tourist activity to finance 

their development plans. 


However, Egypt is superior to other countries in its tourist resources, in 
view of the moderate climate, captivating nature, beautiful beaches and 
great antiquities it possesses. 


Therefore, the Liberal Party considers: 


That it is necessary to raise tourist activity to the level of the major 
sources of domestic income by considering it an important production goal 
and a major domestic source of hard currency offering a rapid payout. 


A map should be set out defining existing and new tourist areas in Egypt so 
that non-tourist installations will not be established in these areas. 


An effort should be made to eliminate bottlenecks in tourist services, such 
as congestion in hotels and poor domestic communications, and the domestic, 
Arab and foreign private sector should be enabled to play an effective role 
in resolving these bottlenecks. 
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It is necessary that tourists pay the e:penses of their stay and the costs 
of their board and their dealings in foreign currencies, 


Attention should be given to tourist education in order to prepare tourist 
specialists, so that the most thorough use may be made of tourist resources. 


The tourist media should be stimulated and contacts should be made with 
international tourist organizations to exchange tourist information and 
research. 


Providing free education and developing its techniques, curricula and speci- 
fic attributes in a manner which will realize the country’s goals, while 
encouraging the private sector to construct teachers’ institutes: 


Free education, in the absence of strict rules, has led to an increase in 
the number of graduates in theoretical studies relative to technicians and 
practical persons, especially since the curricula concentrate on exploiting 
the ability to memorize, without attention to students’ creative, scientific 
and technical powers. 


The Liberal Party considers it necessary to develop educational policy and 
curricula and diversify educational institutions, while making their buil- 
dings suitable for accommodating various aspects of academic, technical, and 
athletic activity, constantly adding to their buildings in a manner that 
will make it. possible to eliminate the period system, increasing experimen- 
tal schools, putting the system of full days into general use, being careful 
to provide food for pupils, especially in the compulsory levels, and encou- 
raging the private sector to construct houses of learning of various kinds. 


In addition, the party requests that religious education be made a basic 
subject, from nursery level to higher education, so that the spiritual bond 
between the student and his religion will not be severed at any of the 
levels of his studies. 


In addition, the Liberal Party’s educational policy calls for the attainment 
of the following: 


Support for the primary school and care to make this level an area for the 
discovery of various capabilities, in order that they may be developed and 
exploited, 


Expansion in the construction of government and private technical schools 
alike, along with government subsidization of them, in view of the high 
costs of building and outfitting them, and the effort to construct specia- 
lized technical schools to be attached to factories, farms and other areas 
in which the preparation of specialists in industry, agriculture or agricul- 
tural production can take place, making the construction of such schools 
obligatory in installations where the number of workers exceeds 500. 


Encouragement of technical secondary education, while reviewing wage policy 
with respect to graduates who are technicians, linking these wages to 


24 








production, and offering exceptional students opportunities to continue 
their higher education. 


Considering general secondary education to be the academic entree to higher 
university education, in which only exceptional graduates of the preparatory 
level who have the ability and competence to continue academic education 
should enroll, provided that general secondary schools be provided with all 
modern educational and descriptive means and equipment, in order to keep 
abreast of techniques in corresponding institutions in the countries of the 
advanced world in this area, while developing a love of research and study 
among, students and seeking to develop their independent scholarly personali- 
ties. 


Privileges and exceptions granted to certain students for reasons bearing on 
admission to universities should be prohibited, since only people with 
intrinsic ability should enroll in academic study, out of concern for the 
level of university education in the country. 


Studies in the university should be guided so that emphasis in them will be 
more on scientific research than on memorization, with attention to higher 
studies and the provision of a proper atmosphere for these studies, 
furnishing them with the various resources necessary for scientific re- 
search, while sending people abroad on academic fellowships in order to 
achieve academic liberalization. 


Large industrial installations should be compelled to establish specialized 
scientific research centers to develop means of production, while allocating 
a specific percentage of these installations’ profits to this purpose and 
encouraging technological fellowships in this area. 


Eliminating illiteracy is a national objective for whose sake all available 
resources should be mobilized: 


Although talk about the eradication of illiteracy has been traditional and 
was common among people even before the revolution, plans and programs have 
been set out for it, classes opened, and decrees issued requiring that 
illiterates not be appointed to government and public sector positions 
except on the basis of anti-illiteracy certificates, this has not achieved 
the desired result. Perhaps the most important reason was that the matter 
Was not taken seriously enough -- indeed, studies have proved that a percen- 
tage of people studying in primary schools lapse back into illiteracy. 


The Liberal Party stresses that the disgrace of illiteracy must be elimi- 
nated from Egypt at the earliest possible opportunity, that we should all 
consider it a national goal for whose sake we should mobilize all resources, 
that carefully studied plans should be set forth, and that they should be 
carried out carefully and decisively, where everyone who is able to contri- 
bute a role in this regard will take part in carrying them out. 


While we consider that conscription in national service should be obligatory 
for young people, people who are exempted from military conscription should 
be conscripted in the campaign against illiteracy. 
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Illiterates should be registered in district councils or villages in order 
to be tabulated. 


Every graduate who is exempt from military conscription should be assigned 
to eliminate illiteracy among a number of people in his district or village 
who are registered in the district or village councils, and all people 
working in the government or public sector who have graduated should elimi- 
nate illiteracy among a number of illiterates. 


Graduates and students should be given the freedom to choose the time and 
place of study. 


Meaningful periodic examinations will be held throughout the district or 
village councils and male or female graduates will be permitted to receive 
jobs on the basis of examination results; otherwise, their access to work 
will be delayed until they perform their national duty. 


Installations will be committed to establish anti-illiteracy classes for 
their employees under the supervison of a specialized body, and illiterates 
will not be allowed to enroll in any position or be firmly established in 
their jobs until their illiteracy has been eliminated. 


Foreign Policy 
Respect for the United Nations charter and the effort to apply it: 


To this end, the Liberal Party considers that one of the prime strategic 
objectives of the policy of the Arab Republic of Egypt should be respect for 
the [United] Nations charter and that it should work in the context of its 
diplomacy to strengthen the effect of this charter and put the resolutions 
of all the main branches of the United Nations (the General Assembly, the 
Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, 
the International Court of Justice and the Secretariat General) into effect 
and execution, in view of the respect for the legitimacy of the internatio- 
nal organization they perforce contain and in view of the defense of our 
national cause and effective, influential service of the Arab nation’s 
struggle to regain its occupied territories and regain the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people and their establishment of a country for 
themselves on their own territory which the application of its charter and 
the execution of its resolutions entail. In addition, respect for the United 
Nations charter and the effort to apply its resolutions are a powerful 
deterrent and a strong shield for its national strategy in the international 
context. 


Support for the League of Arab States and the effort to establish a 
comprehensive Arab [unity] on the basis of economic, social and 
cultural cooperation: 


The League of Arab States was established in 1945, when seven Arab countries 
signed its charter. It has continued to perform its mission up to now for 
more than 30 years, and the number of countries that have joined it comes to 
20 in addition to Palestine. 
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Actual practice has proved the importance of the establishment and existence 
of the League of Arab States and the need to support it and modify and 
develop its charter and ability positively and rapidly to act in confronting 
various situations and crises. 


The Liberal Party considers that Arab solidarity is an urgent necessity and 
that the establishment of comprehensive Arab unity is inevitable, since the 
peoples of the Arab nation from the Gulf to the Atlantic are compatible in 
terms of language, religion, origins and cultural heritage, which are the 
components of Arab nationalism. 


Arab unity, when it is established with God’s permission, must be concen- 
trated on firm foundations of economic, social and cultural cooperation, so 
that we can guarantee that it survives and perseveres through the passage of 
time. 


Support for Arab economic integration, the Arab common market, and the 
establishment of the Arab financial market and the Arab monetary fund in 
preparation for the issuance of the Arab dinar: 


In spite of the great area of the Arab nation and its extensive presence in 
the continents of Asia and Africa, its area constitutes a unity of space 
whose parts are homogeneous and whose features are integrated. 


Economic integration, in the Arab nation, is concentrated on various ele- 
ments, some of which are natural and some of which are human. Among the 
natural elements is the fact that its plant, animal and mineral resources 
are integrated in such a way that it can achieve economic interaction among 
its parts. 


Among, the human elements is the fact that in certain Arab countries there is 
as much surplus population as there is a shortag. of population in other 
Arab countries, and that the resources for meeting these countries’ needs, 
alleviating the burden among the former countries, increasing production 
and raising the standard of living of them all, lie in their unity and 
cooperation. With diversification and sufficiency of production, every coun- 
try will be able to meet its remaining needs in full from the others and 
export to them those of its resources which are surplus to its needs, in a 
manner which will realize integration among them. For instance, in the area 
of agricultural production, grain production is surplus to the needs of 
Morocco and Syria, while we in Egypt suffer from a deficit in wheat produc- 
tion, while Egypt produces amounts of rice which it can export to the 
countries of the Arab nation. 


In the realm of livestock production: We find Arab countries which are 
suffering from a deficit in livestock resources, such as Egypt, which can be 
completely satisfied by other Arab countries such as the Sudan or Morocco. 
As far as population capacity goes, we find that the Arab nation as a whole 
has massive human resources which are greater than 100 million people, but 
also find that some Arab countries are suffering from a population shortage 
while others can provide these countries with their personnel requirements 
and have a surplus of technical and technological experts and competent 
persons through whom they can meet the deficit in some other Arab countries. 
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Proceeding on that basis, the Liberal Party considers that in spite of the 
presence of natural and human elements for Arab economic integration, this 
sort of Arab economic integration has not yet been realized in the desired 
manner. The Liberal Party also considers it inevitable that Arab economic 
integration will be achieved and that it should be sought after by various 
means, among then: 


Establishing an Arab common market in the manner of the Eur.pean Common 
Market, which will be a step on the road to Arab economic unity. 


Establishing an Arab financial market. 
Supporting the Arab Monetary Fund preparatory to issuing the Arab dinar. 


The Liberal Party, in its belief in Egypt’s crucial leadership role on 
behalf of the Arab cause, and in its affirmation of the extreme sacrifices 
which Egypt is bearing for the sake of the common Arab destiny, which have 
added up to billions of pounds and tens of thousands of souls of martyrs, 
considers that the Arab countries should be called on to respond to suppor- 
ting Arab economic integration and hasten at once to support the Egyptian 
economy in a manner that will enable Egypt to continue to offer its great 
sacrifices for the sake of the common Arab destiny. 


Supporting relations with Islamic, African and nonaligned countries: 


The foreign policy of the Arab Republic of Egypt is founded on a number of 
focal points which will ensure that peace can be attained for its people. 
The Liberal Party considers that it is necessary to support friendly rela- 
tions with all countries, with emphasis on the countries to which we are 
linked by spiritual or geographical bonds, or bonds of principle. 


There is no doubt that Egypt’s links with the Islamic countries are founded 
on the bonds of Islamic belief which holds that this nation is a single one. 
These are strong bonds by their nature, although some political elements and 
leadership struggles have cast shadows of doubt on relations among us. The 
party believes that the time has come for these clouds to scatter and for 
friendly relations with this group of countries to be purified. 


The party supports the steps which President Muhammad Husni Mubarak and the 
Arab countries have taken to implant relations and eliminate suspicion 
between our republic and the Arab countries, and we hope for further efforts 
to improve relations with the Islamic countries, whose peoples contain 
hundreds of millions of Moslems, so that this bloc may be strengthened in 
confronting international blocs which exist or are to be established. 


Balanced foreign relations with the two great blocs and economic liberaliza- 
tion with the other countries of the world in a manner realizing the na- 
tion’s interests: 


No sooner had World War Two come to an end with the defeat of the Axis 


countries, Germany, Italy and Japan, and their disappearance from the ranks 
of the major countries, than two great powers came to prominence in the 
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world, the United States of America and the Soviet Union. These two powers 
took primacy over the remaining world powers and became the powers with the 
greatest influence in international politics. A cold war arose between them 
which became overt then soon went underground, after the reconciliation they 
had planned for at the beginning of the era. It was natural that each of the 
two great powers should attract a group of countries moving in their orbit, 
which would seek refuge in them, follow their platform in the realm of 
international politics, and profess the ideology and technology they apply 
in the areas of work and life. Since the assumption of membership in either 
of the two blocs entailed a diminution of the sovereignty of the country 
joining it and a consequent interference in its domestic policy so that it 
would not progress beyond a kind of subordination, indeed a newly-innovated 
kind of disguised neocolonialism, after the traditional colonialism had been 
unmasked: 


For all these reasons, the Socialist Liberal Party considers that its 
program should be to establish balanced parallel relations with each of the 
two great powers in a manner which will achieve our national interests, so 
that Egypt will not join either the Soviet bloc or the American one, but 
rather will proceeed in a balanced, parallel platform in its relations with 
both of them, with no guiding rule or goal except its true interests. 


With respect to our foreign relations with the other countries of the world, 
the Liberal Party considers that the basis of that should be a political 
opening to them all, considering that we are living in an age which brings 
together close to 144 countries as members in the United Nations, each one 
of which has a vote in international areas. 


Since the United Nations Organization and regional international organiza- 
tions give each country an equal vote on international issues, there is no 
difference between small countries and large ones in that respect. 


Since we have had need for all these countries to support our national and 
‘domestic causes and in order to eliminate the rifts and disagreements we 
have suffered from in the past which estranged us from a number of countries 
with influence and weight in foreign policy: 


The platform of the Liberal Socialist Party is therefore a comprehensive 
political opening up to the other countries of the world, without exception, 
in a manner which will achieve the real interests of our august nation. 


Praise be to God, lord of both worlds: it is their final appeal that praise 
be to God, the lord of both worlds. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


BRLEFS 


NDP CANDIDATE LIST CHANGES--Egyptian party circles have confirmed that changes 
were made in the lists of the ruling party candidates running for Local Council 
elections on 3 November. This came following instructions by President 

Husni Mubarak to Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister and the party's 
secretary general, to take on the full responsibility of selecting candidates 
in order to exclude those who may be drug dealers, smugglers or importers of 
spoiled food products. As a result, Dr Muhyi-al-Din was compelled to eliminate 


a large number of candidates. [Text] [London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 191, 
814 Oct 83 p 8) 


CSO: 4504/38 
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IRAQ 


DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS IN AL-NAJAF PROVINCE EXTOLLED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 17 Sep 83 p 9 


[Article: "The Province of al-Najaf: A Broad Upsurge of Development in All 
Areas" | 





[Text] The upsurge of construction, the lofty buildings and the new roads 
covering all the areas of the Province of al-Najaf can be seen by pilgrims 
and citizens who visit the province. There are also projects which greet you 
as you are walking about at the entrance to the town of al-Najaf, a prospe- 
rous life full of development and well-being, a developmental, industrial 
and construction resurgence which al-Najaf Province has been graced with 
under the aegis of the care and attention of the commander of victory, 
President Saddam Husayn. 


AL-THAWRAH met with Mr ‘Aziz Salih al-Numan, governor of al-Najaf, in order 
that he might talk to us about the revolution’s accomplishments over the 
past 3 years; in spite of the circumstances of war which the evil Iranian 
enemy has imposed on our country, the care the party and the revolution have 
shown this province has expanded, in a form which has embodied the interest 
of the president and commander, Saddam Husayn, in the need to provide the 
requirements to uplift the course of the province, in view of the great 
status the province has in the heart of the president and Moslens. 


The Project To Develop Al-Najaf 


The governor stated that the project to develop the town of al-Najaf, which 
the president and commander, Saddam Husayn, had ordered, is a vital, impor- 
tant one, since the Square of Imam Husayn (on whom be peace) is being 
connected to the mausoleum of Imam ‘Ali (on whom be peace), while al-Tusi 
Street and Saddam Husayn Street are being enlarged with a large square for 
automobile parking, the circle of the Noble al-Haydari Court and Zayn al- 
"Abidin Street are being expanded, al-Muhit Street is being expanded and 
connected to Imam ‘Ali Street, and al-Sudayr Street is being iinked to al- 
Khawrnaq Street and connected to Imam ‘Ali Street. The governor added that 
there are other projects of a service nature, including central commercial 
markets, the development of the al-Gharri park, the extension of sewers, a 
group of cafes and restaurants, and the paving of branch streets in ordinary 
sections. 
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The Holy Shrines 


The governor asserted that the holy shrines have received special attention 
from the president and commander, Saddam Husayn, in view of their historic 
status in the hearts of the Arabs and Moslems, because they contain the 
remains of his grandfather Imam ‘Ali (on whom be peace), and because it is a 
town to which millions of citizens come each year to carry out the observan- 
ces of the pilgrimage to the mausoleum of Imam 'Ali (on whom be peace). The 
land of the Noble al-Haydari Court and its arcades is being covered with 
imported marble, the noble mausoleum is being covered with gold, great 
chandeliers of crystal infused with gold are being set out, as a gift from 
the president and commander, Saddam Husayn, to the mausoleum of his grandfa- 
ther Imam ‘Ali (on whom be peace) and the mausoleum of Muslim ibn ‘Aqil, and 
the wall of the al-Haydariyah Garden is being covered with tile from Karba- 
la’ which has been decorated with Arab and Islamic motifs. In addition, 
there are the expansions and repairs in the al-Kufah Mosque, the house of 
Imam ‘Ali, the mausoleum of Hani ibn ‘Urwah and Maytham al-Tammar, and the 
al-Sahlah Mosque, 


Housing, Projects 


The governor said that the provision of suitable housing for citizens has 
received followup and attention from the president and commander, Saddam 
Nusayn, since more than 14,000 plots of land for housing have been distri- 
buted to the citizens and people belonging to government departments, while 
other land is being selected and prepared for distribution to other citi- 
zens. In addition, 204 housing, units have been distributed in a housing 
complex which contains such services as inner road systems, sewers, clean 
water, and lighting, a kindergarten, a primary school and a modern market. 
The local government agencies have managed to construct 123 houses in the 
last 3 years. 


Education 


In the context of education in the province, the governor's deputy for local 
government said that the local government agencies have built 95 primary 
schools, 19 intermediate ones, 17 secondary schools, 19 kindergartens, six 
multi-purpose rooms, and 12 additional wings attached to schools throughout 
the governorate. 


In addition, a number of manual workshops and fences have been constructed 
for schools and science laboratories. 


Al-Najaf Province has witnessed the construction of scientific institutes 
such as the Agricultural Technical Institute in al-Kufah, the Technological 
Institute in al-Najaf, the al-Kufah agricultural preparatory school, and 
industrial schools. 


Health Projects 


Regarding the health projects which the province has witnessed, Dr Muhammad 
Murtada, the director general of health of the province, stated that great, 
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piant health projects have been constructed and work on then is continuing 
in spite of the war of aggression, for instance the project for Saddan's 
Qadisiyah Hospital, with a capacity of 400 beds, which is considered one of 
the newest hospitals in the world, the obstetric and pediatric hospital with 
A capacity of 260 beds, the contagious diseases hospital, four central 
medical clinics in al-Kufah, one dental clinic, and three others distributed 
in al-Najaf, Hayy al-Ansar, and al-Kufah. These are projects which the 
president and commander Saddam Husayn ordered, in addition to a large number 
of main and branch medical centers throughout the province. 





Dr Muhammad Murtada added that the al-Najaf hospitals and the Mid-Euphrates 
Hospital in al-Kufa have received exceptional attention and care, since they 
have been expanded and supplied with the most modern specialized heart, 
liver, radiation and diagnostic equipment. 


Road Projects 


The province's director of roads spoke about road projects, stating that, in 
spite of the circumstances of the war, a great number of main and vital 
roads have been built throughout the province, among them the gravel and 
stone quarry roads, the Kufah-west side of the Euphrates estuary road, the 
second lane, and the al-Najaf-Abu Sukhayr Road, in addition to the work on 
maintenance of outer roads such as the construction of protective fences for 
the approaches to bridges and intersections. 


Agriculture and Irrigation Projects 


kheparding, apriculture and irrigation projects, the director general of the 
province's General Agriculture and Agrarian Reform Authority stated that it 
has been possible to realize brilliant successes in the area of moderniza- 
tion of agricultural methods, to increase the productivity of farmland, and 
al-Najaf Province has actually managed to reclaim new farmland estimated at 
4,000 donums as a result of the construction of the al-Khasaf weir, which 
the president and commander Saddam Husayn commanded be built; thus the area 
that is being cultivated with rice this year has increased to 140,000 do- 
nums, in addition to additional areas which are being planted with fruit, 
vegetables, corn and (asal). 


He added that in spite of [words missing] the construction of the al-Kufah 
animal and poultry raising plant, with a capacity of 100 million eggs a 
year, and private activity projects in the area of poultry and fish bree- 
ding. With respect to the irrigation projects, the director of irrigation in 
‘he province said that many weirs have been built and distributed among the 
rivers and channels in the province, a broad network of drainage chan- 

nels has been built, and rivers have been cleaned out, with the objective of 
providing, organized quotas of water for farming. 


Potable Water Systems 
The director of water and sewers for the province stated that thanks to 


perseverant efforts, a number of potable water projects have been 
constructed, including the construction of the first stage of the potable 
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water project in Hayy al-Mutanabbi, and the system of potable water for new 
sections in the subdistricts of al-'Abbasiyah and al-Mishkhab, the village 
of al-Barakiyah and the district of al-Munadhirah, with a capacity of 
250,000 gallons per hour each, in addition to the untreated water project 
which will supply the towns of al-Najaf and al-Kufah, as well as the water 
purification plants, and the laying of pipes to improve systems. 


Youth Projects 


As part of the concern of the leaders of the party and the revolution over 
the condition of young people, the acting director of youth for the province 
stated that a large number of youth centers have been constructed, distri- 
buted among the center, districts and subdistricts of the province, along, 
with model sporting clubs in which young, people can engage in various games, 
headquarters for the vanguard and youth corps, and the summer pool. 


These great achievements which have been made in the province in the past 3 
years truthfully embody the determination of the will of Iraqis to continue 
the proud civilized construction which has the goal of realizing progress 
and welfare for Iraq and its blessed people in the context of the glorious 
17-30 July revolution under the banner of the triumphant commander, 
President Saddam Husayn,. 


11887 
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IRAQ 


MINISTER OF IRRIGATION DISCUSSES PROJECTS 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 25 Aug 83 p 5 


/Interview with the Iraqi Minister of Irrigation, ‘Abd al-Wahhab Mahmud, by 
Zayd al-PFalahi: “Ambitious Plans to Utilize Water Resources in the Country"; 
date and place not specif ifed/ 


/Yext/ Iraq is a country rich in water resources. The two great rivers Tigris 
and KLuphrates, and their tributaries, form the basic source of this wealth, 
which has been generously bestowed upon this country. 


So that the waters of the Tigris and Euphrates are not wasted and the great 

water resources of the country not squandered, and so that this resource will 

be a source of life, prosperity and development, as a basis for advancing the 
agricultural sector and developing its potential, and to utilize the capabilities 
and potentialities that the country has in terms of water resources in a practical 
and sound fashion, using development plans, the revolution of 17-30 July has 
drawn up ambitious and widespread programs to make use of every drop of water 

and employ it for the benefit of mankind in this country. These programs include 
building dams and reservoirs, digging canals, conduits, wells, etc. These 
gigantic projects are aimed at making a complete change in regard to exploiting 
the country's water resources and using them to develop the agricultural 
resources first and for other purposes that will advance the progress and pros- 
perity in all areas of life. So that we could learn about the plans and programs 
of the Ministry of Irrigation and its achievements in implementing the goals 

of the revolution, AL-JUMHURIYAH met with Engineer ‘Abd al-Wahhab Mahmud, the 
minister of irrigation, and conducted the following interview with him. 


/Quest ton/ At the outset, we want to stop and take a look at the Ministry's 
annual investment plan. What are the highlights, and what has been done to 
implement the plan's details? 


/Anewer/ The Ministry of Irrigation's annual investment plan for this year 

was aimed at controlling water resources, storing water, expanding land reclama- 
tion, developing systems of irrigation and filtering, reducing water loss and 
increasing irrigated acreage. After making the technical and economic studies 
for the irrisation projects, and introducing modern irrigation systems, the 
Ministry and its technical agencies have made continuous and extraordinary 
efforts to implement this plan. 
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In regard to building dams and reservoirs, work continues to complete the Mosul 
dam, which was begun in the beginning of 1981. Work also continues on a new 

dam, whose construction began in early 1982. With regard to the Dahuk dam, 

work also continues, along with the geological activities and topographic surveys 
for the Najmah dam. In addition, work also continues on the al-Fatahah Dam 

and the al-'Azhim high dams. Moreover, the planning report for the al-Wand 

Dam is in its final form, and it is hoped that it will be approved sometime 

this year. 


While work has been completed on the Hamrin Dam, work is currently underway to 
construct the protective barrages for the city of al-Sa'diyah. Work has also 
been completed on the Shatt al-Basrah barrage project and its operation begun. 
With regard to smaller dams, the Umm al-Tarafat Dam in the Western Desert has 
been opened, tne work on the al-Rahaliyah Dam is within sight of being completed. 


At the same time, efforts to complete the al-Fallujah barrage system, and allow 
passage of the Euphrates’ waters, have been concentrated upon this year. Work 
was completed on the main canal for the Badrah-Jissan-Zarbatiyah irrigation 
project in April of this year, as well as the work to install the five machines 
and pumping equipment and to line the Badrah-Jissan canal with rubberized 
plastic and concrete. The mechanical work was completed for the pumping station 
on the state farm in al-Dabuni. Moreover, 30 percent of the work has been 
finished on the irrigation and filtering networks on the state farms at al-Dabuni 
and Jissan, as well as 50 percent of the Shaykh Kalnar irrigation project, so 
that about 90 percent of this project will be completed by the end of this year. 
In addition, a number of miscellaneous jobs for the Mandali irrigation project 
were finished, along with eliminating the final obstacles to construct barrages 
onthe Shatt al-Hallah and the Shatt al-Dagharah. 


Regarding the smallest irrigation projects, the ministry's plan this year aims 
at completing the designs, specifications and contractor documents for several 
of these projects, such as the Rasafi al-Mandathar project, the Balaju Khaniqin 
project and the Na'ifah al-'Ulia project. We have also studied reviving the 
old al-Ba'bas irrigation project, since it is hoped that the soil surveys can 
be completed, along with the surveys, designs and contractor documents for this 
project. 


There is a group of studies that will be done for several irrigation projects, 
such as the Injaz-Kawmal irrigation project, since this year's plan includes 
continuing the study of this project and drawing up designs for it. Geological 
surveys have been completed for two dam sites, as well as the Qarah Tappah 
irrigation and filtering project, since this year's plan includes continuing 

the design work and preparation of contractor documents for this project. Final 
designs have been done for the Kut-Butayrah Bathirah project, and an economic 
feasibility report was completed for the land project located on both sides of 
the Tigris between Baghdad and al-Kut. 


There are other irrigation and filtering projects, such as the al-Kafl-al- 
Shanafiyah area project, where the designs for the intersecting barrages will 
be completed this year, as well as continuing to prepare the project's final 
designs. It is expected that the final designs for the eastern Euphrates 
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filtration project will be completed this year, along with filtering the state 
drain north of Hur al-Dalmaj. The planning report for the al-Zubayr irrigation 
project is under discussion and preparations are underway for the final designs 
and contractor documents for the Makhmur irrigation and filtration project. 
Designs are being prepared for the Fayidah irrigation project in the event the 
hydrological surveys are completed. 


Concerning the project to improve the irrigation and filtering in the greater 
Kirkuk-al-Huwayjah area, it covers more than a million dunums of agricultural 
land within the governorates of al-Ta'mim, Salah al-Din and Diyali, where the 
project includes building small main and branch channels, constructing agricul- 
tural experimental fields, building pumping stations and systems to control the 
water, and a connecting canal to the eastern branch of the al-Huwayjah project. 
In addition, sprinkler irrigation tests will be designed on both sides of the 
main canals in the project, as well as lining the canals and main channels to 
reduce water losses. Wide conduits will be built for the Kirkuk and al-Huwayjah 
irrigation projects. 


Moreover, work will continue to complete a project to reroute the Khasah Jai 
River at the extreme end of al-Ta'mim Governorate, which cuts through Kirkuk 

from one end to the other, in order to reopen it for tourism. Tourist facilities 
will be established along its banks. 


Most of the work in the first stage of the Kirkuk project, amounting to 320,000 
dunums, has made good progress toward completion. Work has been completed on a 
part of the project and is nearly completed in other parts. Work is continuing 
to construct several housing complexes for peasants, along with an internal road 
network and services for these areas. There are three central complexes, con- 
taining 378 houses, in addition to a health center, school, an agricultural 
administration building and storage facilities for crops in each village. There 
are also four subvillages containing 200 houses. 


Land Reclamation Projects 


/Question/ Land reclamation projects are a mainstay to develop the agricultural 
sector and the correct way to create a material base for the socialist changes 
in the rural areas. The Ministry of Irrigation has promoted the task of imple- 
menting gigantic projects to reclaim land and has made vast efforts along this 
line. What has been achieved in this regard, and what are the most prominent 
reclamation projects being implemented by the ministry this year? 


/Answer/ Certainly. The process of land reclamation, resisting the condition 

of deterioration, from which it suffers, restoring it to fertility and changing 

it into production, arable land, is a basic process in developing the agricultural 
sector, making it prosper, and developing the agricultural resources in the 
country. Hundreds of thousands of dunums have been changed into salt marshes 

and land left unproductive, as a result of the seepage of salt into it, due to 
errors located in the irrigation systems and a lack of proper irrigation and 
filtration networks. A return to productivity must be accomplished through land 
reclamation. 
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However, this process is difficult and complex, requiring high technical skills 
and considerable expertise, since the areas of land that have detertorated 
agriculturally have expanded and constitute a large percentage of the country. 
Despite that, the Ministry of Irrigation, under the guidance and supervision of 
the party and revolutioanry leadership, has begun to expend extraordinary and 
intensive efforts. It has implemented projects whose mission to reclaim the 
land has had its role in restoring thousands of dunums of land that had been 
abandoned as a result of salt seepage or a lack of irrigation and filtration 
systems. I am able to say with all confidence that we have been able to achieve 
distinguished accomplishments along this line. Suffice it for me to say that 
during the past year, 1982, we have built irrigation and filtration networks 
over a total of 60,000 dunums. This accomplished 71 percent of the goal, which 
amounted to 65,000 dunums. Therefore, the total area of land, on which irriga- 
tion and filtrating projects have been completed as of the end of 1982, amount 
to 3./ million dunums. Note that the goal of the plan, in terms of implementing 
irrigation and filtration projects was 3.47 million dunums. This means that we 
achieved a very high completion rate. 


During 1942, we have also completed seven irrigation stations and five filtration 
stations. The number of these stations, as of the end of that year, amounted 

to 63, of which 27 are irrigation stations and 76 /sic/ are filtration stations. 
There are 33 other stations under construction. In the area of land reclamation, 
the total area of reclamation projects included in the reclamation plan, as of 
the end of 1962, was 2.343 million dunums. The State Agency for Land Reclamation 
has been able to reclaim 205,000 dunums through direct integrated implementation. 
The total, therefore, of completely reclaimed land up to the end of 1982 amounts 
to 1.042 million dunums. During that same year, more than 200,000 dunums have 
been turned over to the beneficiaries, and the precentage of accomplishment was 
118 percent of the total goal of 170,000 dunums. This was the target goal of the 
working paper pertaining to irrigation and land reclamation projects in Iraq for 
the years 1980-85. 


In 1953, in view of implementation of irrigation, filtration and land reclamation 
projects being dependent on information provided soil surveys, land classification 
and hydrological surveys, especially since soil surveys, along with water balance 
studies, are the scientific basis for planning of development and utilization of 
water and land resources, the projects proposed to be implemented by the State 
Agency for Land Reclamation during this year include exploratory soil surveys 
over an area of 5 million dunums, conducaing semidetailed soil surveys and 
hydrological studies over 460,000 dunums and detailed soil surveys over 5,000 
dunums. Moreover, the agency's plan for this year is aimed at completing the 
detailed soil surveys for pilot agricultural purposes and for all land areas 
requested by the State Board for Agriculture and Agrarian Reform in the governor- 
ates, in addition to preparing the designs for 60,000 dunums and conducting 
topographical surveys over an area of 250,000 dunums, 


Completion of the irrigation networks for this year includes the networks of 

the Tigris and al-Kamaliyah subdistrict projects, with an area of 10,000 dunums, 
continuation of work on 12 irrigation stations and 9 filtration stations, and 
beginning work on 3 other filtration stations in al-Kut. 


38 








Since the washing of reclaimed land and getting it ready for agriculture is 
considered one of the most important stages following the reclamation work, 

which is aimed at reducing the percentage of salts in the reclaimed soil and 
planting suitable crops in order to improve soil properties before turning it 

over to the new users, the plan this year aims at washing and preparing an area 

of 100,000 dunums of land, on which the civil reclamation work is being completed, 
in accordance with the water share available to that land. This year's plan, 

in the area of land reclamation, has the goal of turning over 100,000 dunums of 
completely reclaimed land to the beneficiaries. 


Al-Masab Al-‘Am Project 


/Question/ The al-Masab al-'Am project is considered the largest and most 
important of the irrigation projects promoted by the revolution. What stage 
has the work reached in this project, and when is it hoped to be completed? 


/Answer/ Work is currently continuing to complete this strategic project. The 


decision has been taken to expand the first stage of the project to accommodate 
filtration waters in the future, in accordance with water balance indicators. 


As regards the second stage of the project, which includes canal excavation work 
to connect the first stage with the Gulf, work continues on the earthworks for 
the southern course of the al-Masab al-'Am. This year's plan includes completing 
30 percent of the work, as well as completing the prepared cycle. It is expected 
that this stage will be completed by the end of 1986. 


Utilizing Underground Water and Droplet Irrigation Projects 


/Question/ The Ministry of Irrigation has given special attention to the use of 
underground water and has implemented projects including those pertaining to 
irrigation by sprinkling. What is the ministry's plan this year in this regard? 


/Answer/ The ministry's plan this year includes the State Agency for Subterranean 
Water digging 400 wells and installing a series of pumps. These include 100 

wells allocated for public use, in accordance with the requests of the agricul- 
tural councils in the governorates, 130 wells to be dug at the request of bureaus 
and organizations of the socialist sector, 50 wells for the private sector's 
agricultural purposes and 100 wells for other authorities distributed throughout 
the governorates. Some 20 wells will be earmarked for expediting timely requests. 
The number of producing wells that have been dug as of the end of 1982 amount 

to 6,015. 


Moreover, the plan includes conducting hydrological studies and surveys of 
underground water over an area of 15,000 square kilometers over a 3-year period, 
beginning from the date the work starts and in accordance with available 
capabilities. 


Regarding sprinkler and droplet irrigation projects, and supplementary irrigation 
plans for this year, the ministry's plan includes completing and operating the 
supplementary irrigation project in Irbil, with its first and second stages over 
an area of 40,312 dunums, completing and putting into operation the sprinkler 
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irrigation project in Kalab, starting contractor implementation number one, 
pertaining to the civil and mechanical works for the al-Rihanah pumping station 
project in ‘Anbah al-Jadid in al-Anbar Governorate, with an area of 1,200 
dunums, and completing 30 percent of the civil work for the project. In 
addition, work will be completed on the designs for the pumping station and 
water pipelines for the Matar al-Zira'ah and al-Shabab project in Khan Bani 
Sa'd, as well as completion of the designs for the sprinkler irrigation network 
and starting work on the droplet irrigation network for the Nahrwan irrigation 
project. Contractor implementation to construct a pumping station for that 
project will be completed during this year, and a number of sprinkler irrigation 
networks will be built in certain locations. 


Desert Oases 


/Question/ During recent years, the Ministry of Irrigation has made intensive 
efforts to build desert oases, as well as to work to stabilize sand dunes in 
order to protect the soil. What are the highlights of its accomplishments in 
this regard? 


/Answer/ The Ministry of Irrigation has paid special attention to the implementa- 
tion of a number of projects pertaining to reviving the desert, building oases 

and stabilizing the sand dunes as a protection for the soil. Among these works 
was the construction of earthen barriers and stabilizing the dunes by covering 
them with heavy soil, planting trees, the establishment of dry plant hedges and 
the cultivation of resistant plants for the purpose of multiplication. It has 
also installed fine-spray irrigation networks, and built arcades, fuel storage 
facilities, awnings, streets and ready-made houses. 


This year's plan includes the building of earthen barriers 10 kms long, with the 
planting of 200,000 seedlings, in addition to planting fruit trees on areas of 

5 dunums and drought-resistant plants on areas of 1500 dunums. Plant hedges 
will be established on an area of 100 dunums, along with the planting of 100,000 


seedlings for wind breaks. Two oases will be built on the Ramadi-Rutbah road. 


After completion of the well digging, constructing the ready-made houses and 
the storage facilities for irrigation in the stations, the managing of the 
existing stations and perpetuation of the planted fields will continue. 
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IRAQ 


CONSTRUCTION OF AL-A*ZAMIYAH BRIDGE IN BAGHDAD NEARS COMPLETION 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 17 Sep 83 p 9 


[Article: “In Farly 1984 the People of Baghdad Will Inaugurate Their 11th 
Bridge” J 


| Text] The course of construction and development in this country is conti- 
nuing. Every day citizens see a conspicuous sign of such movement. Every day 
something new appears in Baghdad which restores its genuine quality and 
noble past, which is the case throughout our country, which is battling with 
the aggression of the Iranian regime. On the banks of the Tigris squat the 
bridges which beautify it and shade its waters, and at the same time great 
services are being offered to the people of Baghdad and Iraq in the field of 
transportation and traffic. After the glorious revolution of 17-30 July, 
plans were set out to guarantee that the traffic bottlenecks in Baghdad 
would be resolved, and the bridges were one of the basic approaches which 
would result in contributing to the solution of the problems arising from 
these bottlenecks. Numerous bridges were built, most prominent of which were 
the great Saddam Bridge, the 30 July (al-Jadariyah) Bridge, the 17 July 
Bridge, and the North Baghdad Bridge. The process of constructing the 
bridges is continuing in accordance with the plan set out for them. 


AL-THAWRAH's correspondent had an appointment at the al-A'zamiyah Bridge, 
where he met with the resident engineer, Mr Amir Musa ‘Abd-al-Ahad, and AL- 
THAWRAH’s photographer took a number of photos of the project, showing the 
stage construction has reached. After the meeting at the project, we went to 
the headquarters of the General Bridge Construction Agency, and a meeting 
took place with Mr Samir Faraj Faraju, director of the technical department 
of the agency. 


At the start, we asked Eng Amir a question on the components of the project, 
and he replied “The al-A'zamiyah Bridge is being built in stages. Its fi1st 
stage consists of the bridge linking the al-A‘zamiyah section with Musa al- 
Kazim Street, while the second stage consists of the approaches, which wiil 
guarantee that the bridge is connected with the rapid traffic route. The 
project is composed of: 


"A, The main bridge: this consists of six lanes, three in each direction. In 
the middle there are islands, and there are walkways on both sides. 
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“Its infrastructure consists of four pillars and two end supports which are 
constructed on a group of large-diameter piles (in the case of the pillars) 
and a group of precast piles (for the supports). The superstructure consists 
of an iron frame weighing about 4,000 tons, supported by steel cables (in 
six groups) mounted on the bridge tower. This bridge is made up of five 
segments of varying lengths. 


"B. The al-‘Utayfiyah overpass approaches: the bridge is connected to Musa 
al-Kazim Street by overpass approaches. Their infrastructure consists of 
three pillars and two end supports concentrated on precast piles, and their 
superstructure consists of precast tension supports. They are composed of 
live segments, and the brige on the al-Rusafah side is connected to the al- 
A*zamiyah corniche street by approaches.” 


Concerning the expected deadline for the construction of the project, the 
resident engineer stated that construction of the first stage, which con- 
sists of the bridge over the Tigris and its approaches in the al-‘Utayfiyah 
section, where it is linked to Musa al-Kazim Street, will be finished at the 
end of this year. 


After this summary of the elements of the project and the deadline for its 
construction, it was necessary that we ask him if the circumstances of the 
war of aggression which the rulers of Tehran were waging had had an effect 
on construction. He stated that the project construction was progressing in 
accordance with the stipulated schedule and that the circumstances of the 
ageression against our country had increased the workers’ determination and 
insistence on completing the project, regardless of the problems facing 

the construction, which were being transcended through cooperation between 
the contracting company and the General Bridge Construction Agency. 


One of the Most Modern Bridges in the World 


Mr Samir Faraju, the director of the technical department in the agency, 
talked to us about two basic points: 


First, the area of design and construction, and the advantages of the al- 
A‘zamiyah Bridge from the standpoint of design. 


Second, the reasons for constructing this bridge when the Bridges of the 
Imams, 17 July and al-Sarrafiyah already existed in the same area, and the 
function it would perform. With respect to the first point, Mr Samir stated 
that it was the General Organization of Roads and Bridges that had prepared 
the designs, which were revised and modified, since the soil underpinnings 
of the bridge approaches from the al-‘Utayfiyah area were replaced with an 
overpass road without any increase in costs. In the modification, considera- 
tion was given to aesthetic appearance, so that that would be in keeping 
with the construction development which Baghdad has been witnessing now. The 
bridge is being build by the General Bridge Construction Agency, tiirough an 
international firm which specializes in the construction of bridges, and the 
agency is in charge of supervision by Iraqi personnel of the construction 
and followup activity and the solution of problems arising from that. The 
al-A'zamiyah Bridge, from the standpoint of design, is considered one of the 
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most modern bridges in the world. It is the first bridge of this design in 
the Middle East area, and the third in the world. 


Regarding the feasibility or justifications for building the bridge, Mr 
Samir Faraju stated that the al-A‘zamiyah Bridge had two objectives: 


First, to resolve bottlenecks on both sides of Baghdad, from the al-Karkh 
and al-A'zamiyah areas, since the al-Sarrafiyah Bridge is no longer adequate 
for the purpose, and the Bridge of the Imams performs services different 
from those which the al-A‘’zamiyah Bridge will perform. 


Second, this bridge will be a connecting link in the rapid traffic route, 
linking Muhammad al-Qasim Street in al-Rusafah to the traffic route in Abu 
Ghurayyib in al-Karkh. Very soon, the agency will start constructing over- 
pass approaches on the al-Karkh side connecting the bridge to 14 Ramadan 
Street, which will result in the creation of a totally new traffic situation 
which will facilitate the flow of traffic and transportation in the capital. 
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IRAQ 


ELECTRICITY HEAD DESCRIBES EFFORTS TO SUSTAIN, EXPAND SERVICE 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 12 Sep 83 p 9 


[Article by ‘Ali ‘Abbas ‘Abd-al-Husayn: “AL-THAWRAH Talks with the Chairman 
of the General Electricity Organization: Supplying Electric Power to All 
Areas of the Country” ] 


[Text] We all know what the condition and scope of services in the realm of 
electric power were before the glorious 17-30 July revolutions, when these 
services were restricted to the centers of towns and areas close to them 
through primitive, mediocre electric systems whose services were limited and 
covered a narrow area. 


However, today we can see that this situation has changed in a manner that 
calls for amazement. With astonishing speed, electric power has been pro- 
vided and supplied to citizens, comprising the most remote parts of the 
various areas of the country, even the deepest areas of the marshes, not to 
speak of the requirements of factories and large plants in the socialist and 
private sectors. 


We paused to consider this, before the sign regarding the projects which the 
General Electricity Organization has carried out, in addition to the big 
projects it is carrying out now, such as the construction of generating 
plants, the expansion and development of electric systems and command cen- 
ters, and the creation of new methods and techniques in the maintenance and 
operating process. 


In order to make the picture of the actual state of the services in this 
organization and the future horizons to which it aspires to clearer, this 
conversation took place with its chairman, Mr Husam Yahya Zaki. 


Development and Maintenance of the Systems 


At the start, I told the chairman of the organization, “We would like to 
review the most prominent activities in this vital organization and the 
efforts which have been made to upgrade the state of its general services 
for the citizens with you.” 
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[Answer] The organization's activities cover numerous diverse areas whose 
goal is to supply electric power to all areas of the country, reduce 
blackouts to the minimum, and improve the quality of services for citizens, 
in addition to other efforts in the area of the development of electric 
systems and command centers, operating and maintenance methods and the like, 
and the execution of a group of new projects, which include: 


The construction of generating plants with large capacities to cover the 
anticipated electricity needs of the next 5 years. 


The expansion of low and high voltage transmission systems in the form of 
overhead lines and main transformation stations in all areas of the country. 


The construction of modern command centers through the use of computers in 
the Baghdad distribution system. 


The construction of new systems with underground and overhead cables in 10 
sections of the city of Baghdad. 


Startup on sources of supply for the second stage of the project to provide 
electricity for the countryside. Modern, advanced technology has been used 
in constructing all the projects mentioned, in order to keep up with the 
most modern developments in this area. 


Providing Electricity for the Countryside 


[Question] What stages has the rural electrification project gone through? 
What is the number of villages covered by it? 


[Answer] In executing the directives of the leadership of the party and the 
revolution, and to offer more services for our upsurging rural areas, the 
organization has carried out the project to provide electricity for the 
countryside, through which a modern electricity network will be brought to 
an additional group of villages and remote rural areas, in two stages. The 
first stage was carried out at the end of last year, when electricity was 
brought to 2,930 villages whose population came to about 2 million. The 
second stage began with the construction of sources of supply for the pro- 
ject; this includes the provision of electricity for 3,180 other villages 
with a total population of 600,000. 


Earlier, electricity was brought to an additional number of villages, 
numbering about 1,254, whose population came to about 500,000, and thus the 
proportion of rurai inhabitants benefitting from electricity now comes to 81 
percent of the total inhabitants of the villages and rural areas. 


Electric Blackouts 


[Question] We receive many letters from citizens complaining about conti- 
nuous electric blackouts in a number of areas of the country. To what causes 
would you attribute that? What are the solutions, and when do you expect 
this phenomenon will be eliminated? 
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[Answer] There are numerous reasons for the electric blackouts, among them 
the increases in electric power consumption that have occurred in recent 
years and the fact that the distribution systems were not basically designed 
for this sort of load, along with other reasons, including collisions with 
poles or contact between wires and trees, the fact that electric insulators 
are hit, or the striking of underground cables as a result of excavations. 
The latter today have become a major reason for the blackouts, which are 
covering large areas in districts and sections. The solutions that have been 
suggested for dealing with these causes are many. Among them are the initia- 
tive of setting out design studies of new distribution systems with under- 
ground or overhead hanging cables which will be adequate for the anticipated 
loads in 2000, These studies have included the Baghdad electricity projects 
as well, which are now being carried out, and, with the completion of these 
projects, we will surmount this problem, 


Electric Bills and Consumption Rates 


[Question] Some people are complaining, about the electric bills and mistakes 
which can occur in them. On some occasions, some citizen will find that his 
electricity consumption rates are high one month and low another, and there 
are people who say that many mistakes occur in the use of computers. What do 
you say on this subject? 


[Answer] The difference in electricity consumption rates from month to 
month, or from bill to bill, may be ascribed to two types of causes, the 
first related to the consumer himself, the second related to the bodies 
responsible for preparing and sending out the bills. The first is based on 
the citizens’ use of electric equipment in the month and seasonal changes 
and the nature of the climate, which creates a great difference in 
consumption among April, May, June and July; this causes the electrical load 
to vary in terms of rates. The amount on the bill might cover a period of 
more than a month, and perhaps more; the fact that the citizens are outside 
their homes during the meter reading period or the fact that the reading 
does not take place at all may therefore cause them high rates. On many 
occasions, users may not notice the period on the bill before presenting a 
complaint on the high amounts; one should bear in mind that this sort of 
situation does not entail fraud against the citizen in terms of the calcula- 
tion of the type of consumption. The second type of cause is confined to the 
fact that mistakes occur when the meters are read. This type of mistake is 
unintentional, when measured against the size of the work and the increase 
in the number of users; nonetheless, the highest rate of this type of error 
has been 15 per 10,000 readings. In addition to that, there are mistakes 
which occur when the data is prepared by computer; these are analogous to 
printing errors, and happen rarely, since the highest rate for these is one 
per 10,000 readings, that is, a rate of 50 bills per month out of a total of 
half a million. In any event, we deal with these cases by visiting the 
citizens themselves or having the bills in which the amounts seem to be 
unreasonable redone by the meter readers and sent to the accounts [office] 
s0 that a correction can be made, 
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Meter Reading 


(Question) Will the system for reading meters remain as it is, or are there 
other ideas you would like to apply as an alternative in this regard? 


[Answer] Some ideas have been assembled by our organization on developing 
the meter reading process which are aimed at getting beyond the current 
situation, especially since we are in urgent need of using personnel in 
technical and productive areas. A while ago, we organized an expanded study 
course which the electricity distribution chiefs from the provinces of the 
country attended. From these we produced positive conclusions. Among the 
most conspicuous recommendations and proposals of this study course was that 
the meters should be read every 3 months and that three estimated bills 
should be sent out, using the average monthly use as the basis, with the 
amount on the bill to be paid monthly, provided that a final settlement of 
accounts would take place every 3 months, so that the citizens would not be 
burdened by paying bills for accounts covering a period of more than a 
month. 


Field Surveys 


[Question] What is the main reason for the bottleneck which has occurred in 
the electric power distribution process? Has a comprehensive field survey 
been made by you to measure the magnitude and nature of consumption? 


fAnswer] The main reason for the bottlenecks which have occurred in the 
electric power distribution systems is the high rates of growth of electri- 
city load, especially after the glorious 17-30 July revolutions, and the 
increase in the average income of Iraqi families after the oil nationaliza- 
tion decree, As an example of that, the Saddam City system when constructed 
was designed for 0.5 kilowatts per house, while the design of its new 
system, which was recently put into operation, is 5.5 kilowatts. That is, 
there has been an elevenfold increase over the old system. In regard to 
field surveys, the General Electricity Organization is now predicting long- 
range electricity activity in 2000 for the new systems through an advanced 
statistical study which is based on the interpretation of historic data them 
the reflection of its pattern on the future. 


The Use of Water Resources 


[Question] As everyone knows, the process of using water resources to gene- 

rate electric power is to be considered economic in terms of costs. Have you 
authorized a plan in coordination with the Ministry of Irrigation regarding 

the optimum use of this power? 


[Answec] The organization has an integrated program with the Ministry of 
Irrigation and ali other bodies involved to study the subject and carry out 
field surveys preparatory to designing and constructing hydroelectric plants 
to use all water sources in the country. 
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Guiding Consumption 


[Question] Electricity is an expensive resource whose production and distri- 
bution require great effort and complex technical labor. Therefore, the 
countries of the world try to guide the use of it. Has the organization 
taken this matter into account? Are there guidelines you would care to 
direct to the citizen? 


[Answer] The guidance of electric power consumption is a vital, important 
matter and receives great attention from our organization, in the context of 
the procedures which we ourselves adopt or the measures we request from 
citizens, since a commitment to guidance and the elimination of waste wiil 
save large amounts of money which can be used in a useful manner. This issue 
is receiving special attention in current circumstances, in which our 
fighting nation is waging its heroic battle against the aggression of the 
vengeful [ranian regime, since contributing to proper guidance will contri- 
bute to supporting our heroic army’s victories in the triumphant battle of 
Saddam's Qadisiyah. The honorable citizen can guide his electric consumption 
in accordance with the following directives: 


Settle for the lest possible number of lights, especially in walkways and 
external lighting, and rely on natural light by day. 


Avoid leaving refrigerators, heaters and light fixtures on for no reason. 


Avoid using household electric appliances whose times for use can be 
controlled, such as electric irons, vacuum cleaners and washing machines, 
during peak load times, which are from 1200 noon to 1500 hours in the 
afternoon and from 1900 to 2200 hours in the evening. 
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BRIEFS 


HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 1978-82--The Public Housing Organization completed 81,050 
housing units, with complete utilities, for our citizens during the period 1978-82. 
Organization sources told AL-JUMHURIYAH that the organization had finished and 
distributed most of the residential apartments in the Zayunah and al-Sayidiyah 
projects. There are 1,014 apartments in al-Sayidiyah and 2,037 in Zayunah. 
Moreover, a second stage has been begun in al-Sayidiyah, containing 1,400 
apartments. The sources added that the new method of providing housing to the 
citizens has proven successful, as evidenced by the contracting for all the 
apartments, as well as having many positive returns. As regards the citizen, 
considerable time and effort is expended to provide him with a housing unit 

in addition to lending him 90.85 percent of the cost of the unit through the 

Real Estate Bank, Moreover, the citizen will obtain an apartment in an integrated 
residential area, since the organization has provided public utilities for that 
site. The sources added that in addition to the housing projects and amenities 
constructed by the organization, it was in the process of dealing with the 

housing crisis in all its aspects. /Text/ /Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 

26 Aug 83 p7/ 7005 


WINTER CROPS PLANTED ON 300,000 DUNUMS--The forum for agricultural landowners 

in Maysan Province, held by the Farm Office in the command of the Party's 
provincial branch, discussed what was needed to promote agriculture, as well 

as the current preparations to plant the winter crops. The forum praised the 
considerable efforts made by the agriculturel organizations and the masses of 
farmers to improve methods of agricultural production in the province so as to 
achieve the ambitious figures that even exceed what was set forth in the agricul- 
tural plans, in order to participate in strengthening the victory. Those who 
participated in the forum decided to increase the acreage to be planted with 
winter crops this year by some 50,000 dunums above the quota, which amounted to 
257,000 dunums. On the other hand, the directo general of the State Board for 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform in the province told AL-JUMHURIYAH that 140 
farmers had returned from the cities to the rural area to resume their agricul- 
tural activities in Project Victory, which was established by the board on 

behalf of peace. They were provided with various services and the necessary 
irrigation requirements, in order to cultivate 10,000 dunums. He pointed out 
that the committees to distribute new land to farmers, located invarious rural 
areas of the province, have recently distributed 16,000 dunums in the areas of 
al-Shaziriyah, ‘Ali al-Gharbi and al-Kahla'. In Maysan during the summer season, 
approximately 99,000 dunums were planted with rice, maize, millet and the rest 

of the summer crops, That was an increase of 25 percent over the seasonal agricul- 
tural quota, /Text/ /Baghdad AL-JUMURIYAH in Arabic 31 Aug 83 p 7/ 7005 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS--All government secondary schools in Kuwait 
should strengthen the concept of military education among the students, 

the Education Ministry official responsible for students and sports affairs, 
Ahmad Muhanna, said in a circular issued over the weekend. He said students 
must be taught that the essence of military education was following instruc- 
tions and patience, and school administrations should instruct students 

to wear their army uniform on days there were lessons in military subjects. 
[Text] [GF241202 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 23 Oct 83 p 7] 


OFFICIAL ON ARREST OF 40 'INFILTRATORS'--Kuwait, 24 Oct (QNA)--Brigadier 
Muhammad Ahmad al-Qubandi, Kuwaiti assistant under secretary of interior 

for police affairs, stated that the investigations carried out in Kuwait 
recently resulted in the arrest of 40 infiltrators who attempted to enter 
the country by way of sea at night. In an interview with Kuwait daily 
AL-ANBA' today, Brigadier al-Qubandi affirmed that this security campaign 

is not related to any exceptional actions contrary to what has been circu- 
lated that it was carried out in order to prevent arms and explosives 
smuggling or to foil a plot which has been reported that it is supposedly 
aimed at a number of officials in the region. He affirmed that this cam- 
paign was carried out to meet daily security needs. He concluded his inter- 
view by stating that a discussion is currently underway regarding a new 
police law project to secure further incentives for the policemen. [Text] 
[GF251714 Doha QNA in Arabic 1100 GMT 24 Oct 83] 


CSO: 4400/43 
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LEBANON 


ROLE OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC RELATIONS COUNCIL DESCRIBED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 341, 3 Sep 83 pp 47, 49 


/Interview with Mr Salim Diyab, the vice chairman of the foreign economic 
relations council: "Has the Conflict Between the Foreign Relations Council 
and the Departments Finally Exploded?"; date and place not specified/ 


/Text/ A problem exists between the foreign economic relations council and the 
other ministries and public departments of the state which could explode at any 
time. 


In its essence, the problem is a conflict over authority between these depart- 
ments and ministries, on the one hand, and the foreign economic relations council, 
on the other. The council was created at the beginning of President Amin 
al-Jumayyil's term of office. It amounts to an independent agency with its own 
system. It contains a group of experienced and capable people known for their 
success in the private sector. These members accepted this task voluntarily, 

and they receive no financial compensation and no salaries at all. In this long 
conversation between AL-MUSTAQBAL and Mr Salim Diyab, the vice chairman of the 
foreign economic relations council, there is an admission that this problem 

exists 


Here is the text of our conversation with Salim Diyab: 


/Question/ From what you say, it seems to me that the issue, in the last analysis, 
is one of a struggle between two mentalities, that of the public sector and that 

of the private sector. How can it be terminated, and what role can the president 
of the republic and the cabinet play therein? 


/Answer/ This conflict between the foreign relations council and the other 
departments and ministries which you referred to is not new. Rather, it is a 
struggle between two mentalities. It is present all over the world. Today, we 
must make sure that the private sector mentality receives a faster response 

from the ministries, the cabinet, and the president of the republic. If it is 
found that the project being submitted by the foreign relations council has been 
studied sufficiently and is capable of being implemented, then it should be 
accepted more quickly than previously. In other words, the dominant mentality 
in the public sector must develop and be open to development. 
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/Question/ Don't you believe that the marriage of the private sector mentality 
to the public sector mentality is somewhat difficult? For drawing up and 
preparing projects is one thing, while their implementation via departments 
subject to prior administrative and financial supervision, as well as to admin- 
latrative routine, is quit« another. 


/Answer/ It is not required of us to implement the project in 1 day, or in 10. 
We have to suggest the project and provide the facilities needed to implement 

it, while taking into consideration that implementing it in practical terms will 
take time. Though it is impossible to execute these projects in days or weeks, 
this does not at all mean that things will go slowly and be delayed for years, 
until the passage of time becomes one of the factors which cause the project to 
lose its importance and usefulness, with the hoped-for benefit turning into harm. 


/Question/ Given that the system of your council is similar to that of the 
growth and development council, there is a certain amount of conflict and conten- 
tion over authority between yourselves and the latter which has led in recent 
times to a threat by Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah, the chairman of the council of growth 
and development, to resign. In fact, he really did resign, but then retracted 
his resignation under pressure from President al-Jumayyil himself. 


/Answer/ The reason is that the spheres of authority of the two councils overlap. 
The reason for this is that some of their tasks are similar. This situation can 
ve dealt with by coordinating the actions of the two councils so that they work 

as one in the fields in which their tasks are similar. In this way, they will 


not work in isolation from each other. 

/Question/ Why hasn't this coordination come about? 

/Answer / This is a gap that has to be filled. 

/Question/ Who is responsible for the continuation of this gap? 

/Answer/ The absence of constant contact between the two councils is responsible. 


/Question/ Can we stop and consider some of the important projects you have 
put tovether in the short time since the council was set up? 


/Answer/ Among the projects and urgent tasks we have undertaken is the distribu- 
tion of assistance to citrus farmers and merchants. This is necessitated by our 
current circumstances, which have exposed their seasons to depression and ruin. 
We have also worked to open up foreign markets in which to sell this produce via 
agreements concluded by the council with a number of countries. 


/Question/ This was done to save the citrus season. What else has been done? 
/Answer / Of course, there is more than this one activity. For instance, the 
reception salons in the airport have been reorganized. A group of projects have 
been sent to the cabinet for study. For example there are the place of origin 
documentation system, the project to set up free industrial areas for export, 
the project to reform the system of national institutions to assure possitions 
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of employment, another project to reform the system of the Beirut stock exchange, 
a project to set up an institution which would insure loane, a project to 

develop some Lebanese ports into tourism ports, a project to set up exhibitions 
and hold international conferences, and a project to reorganize the festivals 

in Lebanon so that they become subordinated to a unified »olicy supervised and 
developed by the council in cooperation with the festival committees, such as 

the festival committees of Ba'labakk, Tyre, Sidon, Byblos and the Cedars. 


/Question/ If we were to stop and consider each one of these projects, then 

the discussion would be long and our field of interest narrow. However, what 
interests us is considering the topic of organizing the documentation of places 

of origin. By now, the process of falsifying these documents has come to pose 

a problem for the national economy, on the one hand, and for Lebsnon's trade 
relations with a number of countries, especially the Arab countries, on the other. 


/Answer/ We have to understand, first of all, what a certificate of origin is, 
as well as how we must preserve it as something of fundamental importance in 
foreign trade relations, so that it will always be acceptable to all and 
respected by all. We must have a strict system which will prevent the falsifi- 
cation of documents of origin from continuing, so that this comedy, in which any 
foreign manufacture can be stamped by any Lebanese merchant with the seal of 
Lebanese industry and then be exported abroad on this basis, will not continue. 
We met the problem of overlapping authority, which we have already talked about, 
when we laid down a new system for certificates of origin with the chamber of 
commerce and industry, the Ministry of Economy, the bureau of fruit, etc. 


In order to benefit from certain fees, each sector is trying to take this project 
and subordinate it to itself. But the important thing is not who takes the 
project. The important thing is that the project be implemented in the right 
way and in a fashion that prevents falsification. Let me mention a few points 
here which clarify the difference between the public sector mentality and the 
private sector mentality. We, from our point of view, think that every indus- 
tiralist recorded at the chamber of commerce and industry, or a registered 
company which makes, say, shoes or clothing...this industrialist or producer 
ought to have to present a statement in which he sets forth the machinery his 
factory contains and, consequently, the quantity of goods he can make. He 
should say: "I want to export this quantity.” 


What used to happen is that this industrialist would present export invoices 
without us knowing where and how these quantities were manufactured, whether it 
was true that this industrialist or company was the party who had manufactured 

the good, or whether it had imported the good from someplace else and exported 

it to another country, while claiming it was a Lebanese good. It was this kind 

of chaos which opened the door to falsification, which in turn harmed the national 
economy and Lebanon's reputation abroad. Today, computers are being used in all 
the companies, as well as in the public and private sectors. These computers 

must be used in the chamber of commerce and industry, the Ministry of Industry, 

or the Ministry of Economy, in order to record and process the data presented 

by any factory or company concerning what it produces and in what quantities, 

as well as the quantities which must be exported and corsvtned locally, respectively. 
This information concerning the productive capacity, the quantities manufactured, 
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and the amount available for export would have to be presented by the company 
or industrialist each 3 months, for there would be a certain agency which would 
monitor and confirm this information. 


If today, for example, we look at a given factory and find that its productive 
capacity does not exceed 2,000 dresses a year, or 500 each 3 months, we can 
estimate that production could be increased 20 percent per year, if the factory 
ran as it ought to, while recognizing that it could do no more. If this indus- 
trialist finds that a new market has opened up to him, tries to import 10,000 
units from a foreign country, and wants to export them to the new market after 
marking them "made in Lebanon," he will not be able to acquire documentation of 
the goods’ place of origin, because someone will tell him: "No." For his 
factory does not have the capacity to produce this quantity. The only way out 
is for him to present new documentation confirming that this is his factory's 
capacity, which has been increased by new equipment, as he has declared. If 

he cannot do that, and if falsification can be proved, then his factory will 
face stiff punishment which will frighten him and others away from trying 
falsification again. Documentation of origin must be original and contain no 
deceit or falsification. 


/Question/ This problem of falsification can be controlled inside the country, 
but how is it possible to monitor and control it abroad? Say I am a merchant. 
Can I import citrus from a certain country and export it to an Arab market, for 
example, after writing "product of Lebanon" on it? 


/Answer/ In order to be able to export, you have to get doctmentation of origin. 
This is given only in Lebanon. What used to happen, as I pointed out above, was 
that a merchant would come to Lebanon and get documentation of origin here, while 
his goods were in a European or Middle Eastern country. This is how falsification 
used to happen. As for today, documentation of origin will not be given except 
from here, inlight of the information available about your productive capacity 

and the quantities you can export. 


/Question/ That holds true for documentation of origin and controlling exports. 
What will the effect of this system be on national income and the reputation of 
Lebanon's industrial and agricultural production? 


/Answer/ First of all, documentation of origin that is strict and controlled, 
as it ought to be, and therefore trusted, is official documentation which anyone 
in the world will accept. Its use will not hurt Lebanon. Above and beyond all 
else, this should prevent any harm from being done to Lebanon's reputation. It 
isn't intended to be useful by increasing material income. The financial effect 
might be no greater. Or, the number of cases presented to the authority with 
this power might fall to 500, instead of 1,000. However, in this way we will 
have preserved our legal situation by preventing illegal cases and falsification. 
Lebanese citizens, be they industrialists or agriculturalists, will never have 
to find some day that this or that Arab market has been closed in their faces. 
Such a closing of markets threatens output with stagnation, as happened recently 
with Saudi Arabia. 


/Question/ Therefore, we can understand that this is the first step in organizing 
the economic sectors? 
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/Answer/ Yes, it is a basic first step, assuming the goal is to organize and 
more strictly apply documentation of origin. 


/Question/ Among all the projects you have mentioned, you have left out one 
about which a lot of argument is revolving today. It is the project to use coal 
for energy purposes in Lebanon. What can you say about this project? 


/Answer/ We submitted this project because the studies we did say that using 
coal for energy purposes in Lebanon would provide the state with more than 480 
million lira per year. In the future, which is to say 5 years from now, the 
savings would reach about a billion lira. However, it seems that the word 
“coal” is ugly to some. It reminds them of the coal age and might threaten 
pollution. Most unfortunately, there are still people who believe that we 

today are still like we were 30 or 40 years ago, and that there are smokestacks 
which discharge smoke, dirt and ugly vistas. These ill-considered reactions 
make it seem as if those who have them still have not learned how far the world 
has come, how it has developed, and how it has become possible, given modern 
equipment and equipment being developed, to avoid what they are pointing to. 

At any rate, we have scientific economic studies which invalidate all the claims 
and criticisms which see in the project only the ugly aspect of the word "coal." 


/Question/ Should we understand from that that there has been no oppsoing 
scientific reaction up until now? 


/Answer/ There is none. The criticism boils down to saying that this project 
will discharge black smoke, and that we should return to the use of coal. It 

is very unfortunate that we should deal with such a project with this kind of 

superficiality and in such an ill-considered manner. 


/Question/ Are there countries which have preceded us in using coal for energy 
purposes, such as electricity, for example? 


/Answer/ Yes, France is one of the countries which has preceded us in this. 
France still imports coal today from America. America itself uses coal. Before 
discovering petroleum in the North Sea, after which it had a good supply at low 
prices, England used to depend on coal, right up until yesterday. Today, we in 
Lebanon can use coal to generate electricity instead of fuel oil, which is 
imported at exorbitant prices. Thus, every factory can use coal and save a lot 
in electricity and fuel costs. This is reflected in the prices for their 
products, which fall as the cost fails. 


12224 
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LEBANON 


HEAD OF SOUTHERN INDUSTRIALISTS’ ASSOCIATION CRITICIZES LACK OF SUPPORT 


Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 5l, Aug 83 Supplement pp VI-VII 


[Interview with Engineer Sami al-Basat, head of the Southern Industrialists’ 
Association: “We Demand Protection for Lebanese Industry”; date and place of 
interview not specified] 


[Text] We have not felt any assistance on the part of 
the governnent. 


The role of the banks in financing industry is still a 
commercial one. 


Engineer Sami al-Basat, head of the Southern Industrialists’ Association, 
called upon the government to formulate a planned industrial policy which would 
take into consideration the facts of production and the distribution markets. 
He also emphasized the necessity of protecting Lebanese industry by means of 
instituting a series of measures which would not be in conflict with the free 
economy system. The following are his answers to the interviewer's questions, 
and the first group of questions concerned Lebanon's industry after the war and 
what the new features and directions of this industry should be: 


[Question] What industries do we have that have already been in existence and 
which may find it difficult to survive? 


[Answer] Lebanon is not really an industrial country such that we can study 
the effects of the war on its industry as one was able to do with the countries 
of Europe after World War II. Industry in Lebanon was something which arose as 
a result of the need to provide for the requirements of its local markets, and 
it is only the surplus that is exported to foreign markets. It is true that 
some industries today are experiencing a lot of difficulties because of the war 
and its consequences. However, this is due to the shrinkage of the consumer 
market for industrial products and due to the fact that many of the 
requirements of these markets are being provided for by means of importing 
goods via legitimate ports and via the non-legitimate ports which are still 
functioning. The thing which has given rise to so many problems during both 
wartime and peacetime has been the fact that there has been a lack of planning 
concerning setting up industrial enterprises. 
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[Question] What new opportunities for industrialization exist? 


[Answer] In a country such as Lebanon, where the system is that of a free 
economy and where individual initiative outweighs all other types of economic 
initiatives, there are no types of new opportunities for industrialization 
which do not exist. However, after the war and the economic consequences which 
it has had on the traditional consumer markets as well as the new markets which 
this war has given rise to, we must study the demographic and consumer-related 
changes which have taken place as a result of the new circumstances and the 
only new industries which we set up should be industries which have been well 
studied and which are in accordance with the nation's overall planning, and we 
must take into consideration the pressing need for some types of new 
industries. 


[Question] Will these industries continue to reiy on being relatively labor 
intensive, or will they become more and more oriented toward mechanization and 
technology? 


[Answer] The industries which rely on being labor intensive are some of the 
industries which cannot get along without a large labor force in order to carry 
out their manufacturing operations or those industries which depend on 
machinery of oli design. [In such industries], technological development did 
not prove successful when it began to be used. In a country such as Lebanon 
where the labor force is small, it is necessary to develop industry and it is 
necessary for industry to rely more on mechanization. 


[Question] What are the possibilities of modernizing the existing industries? 


[Answer] In general, modernization of our industry is something which is very 
necessary, and this is not a matter which is being brought up merely in terms 
of being a possibility. If an industrialist does not constantly modernize his 
industry, then his industry will fall behind and it will lose a great deal of 
its benefit in terms of its production. Although this question has been 
brought up because of the promulgation of the legislative decree dealing with 
the modernization of Lebanese industry, I believe that the bad situation which 
Lebanese industry is suffering from is a situation which is rendering our 
industry unable to benefit from this decree, in spite of the easy interest rate 
terms provided by the banks. The reason for this is that someone who has 
suffered losses in terms of marketing his production cannot take advantage of 
this decree because it will only mean putting more burdens on his shoulders. 


Inevitability of Switching Over to Joint-Stock Companies 


[Question] Will we be seeing the establishment of large-scale industrial 
enterprises and concentration of capital, or will establishments owned by 
families and medium-size establishments remain the model to be followed? 


[Answer] In the past, our industrial enterprises have generally been 
establishments owned by families and medium-size establishments. Many of these 
individual enterprises succeeded because it was possible for individuals to be 
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thoroughly familiar with and to be totally in charge of small-scale 
enterprises. By today, however, there has been a great deal of development in 
the area of modern mechanization and this modern mechanization is producing on 
a very large scale and it is very expensive. No single family can afford such 
modern mechanization. For this reason I feel that any new large-scale 
enterprise must follow the pattern followed by companies in the advanced 
nations, and private family-owned companies must be transformed into 
joint-stock companies. 


[Question] Will it be possible for us to regain our traditional markets, or 
will we be seeing a certain change in these markets? 


[Answer] Let us first of all define what our traditional markets have been. 

In my opinion, our traditional markets have been the domestic market and the 
market in the Arab countries, and we have also had the potential for opening up 
new markets. 


There is no doubt that we have lost a great deal in terms of the volume of our 
lomestic markets and our markets in the Arab nations because of the war and as 
a result of the fact that industrial enterprises have been set up in some of 
the Arab nations--with the help of Lebanese personnel who emigrated during the 
civil war. But if we follow certain international laws, we cannot simply close 
any of our consumer markets to products made outside Lebanon and we cannot 
throw up barriers to prevent these products from entering such a market as long 
as this market is being provided with the necessary products which meet the 
necessary specifications and are sold at suitable prices. 


As far as the domestic markets are concerned, if we shut down the 
non-legitimate ports and protect Lebanese industrial products, this will 
guarantee distribution of Lebanese industrial products in the Lebanese market 
and people will still be free to import products--in keeping with the situation 
in Lebanon. As far as the markets in the Arab nations are concerned, we wili 
be able to return to them if we engage in high-quality production of goods sold 
at reasonable prices. This can only be done if we increase the productivity of 
the same machinery which we already have--by renovating it so that it will be 
able to produce goods which will compete with those in the world markets. 


[Question] Will Lebanese industry make more utilization of the revolution in 
managenent? 


[Answer] The current development of Lebanese industry is something which is 
closely linked to modern management. It is not possible for industry in the 
twentieth century to follow old patterns which do not lead to the desired 
results. It is a thing of the past to have an industry whose owner is also its 
manager. Industrial establishments today cannot be administered in this 
fashion, even though such industries were successful in the past. As for the 
question concerning the degree to which Lebanese industry will utilize the 
revolution in management, this is something which depends on the implementation 
steps undertaken in this regard by the owners of these industries. 
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[Question] Is Lebanon's potential for engaging in exports being affected by 
the establishment of the Gulf common market and the spread of consumer 
industries and industries in the Gulf area which are being set up to produce 
products to replace imports? 


[Answer] Lebanon's potential for exporting goods to the Gulf common market 
nations will be negatively affected by the spread of these consumer industries 
and industries set up to produce products to replace imports. However, the 
creative ability of the Lebanese people will enable them to come up with new 
alternative products which these markets will lack, and the Lebanese will 
consequently manage to produce new goods which will enjoy ample distribution in 
these markets. 


[Question] What are the most important necessary bases for an industrial 
policy in Lebanon? 


[Answer] The adoption of an industrial policy in any nation requires that one 
rely on planning which takes the facts into account and takes into account the 
potential of a real situation, and it requires that one make a study of the 
distribution markets for any product to be produced locally. When we examine 
our existing industry in Lebanon, we see that it is something which arose 
haphazardly. Industries were set up which produced more goods than the 
domestic market and export market needed to consume, and right now these 
industries are suffering a fatal crisis as a result of this. Industries were 
set up in the wrong locations, and as a result of this they now have to 
shoulder enormous transport costs and have to bring in the necessary labor 
force, and these industries are consequently undergoing one crisis after 
another. Other industries which would be producing goods needed by the 
Lebanese market have not been set up, and the Lebanese market, because of this, 
is still importing the products that might be produced by such industries. 


It is the Lebanese government's job to formulate the industrial policy 
necessary for Lebanon. The Lebanese government must do the planning, must 
orient those who wish to engage in industrial activities, must help those who 
follow the government's directives, and must allow those who take advantage of 
the free economy principle which are applied in Lebanon to shoulder the burdens 
of whatever business they embark upon. 


[Question] What is your assessment of the steps which have been taken so far 
by the government in the realm of helping our industry to stand on its own two 
feet? 


[Answer] The fact is that we are asking tne government for a lot of things 
which it could provide to Lebanese industry. However, the only assistance on 
the part of the government which we have felt so far has been the issuance of 
laws concerning granting loans to aid [industrialists] who have either directly 
or indirectly suffered losses and loans for the revitalization of existing 
industries. 


The granting of loans to those who have suffered losses is a useful step. 
However, I hope that these loans will be equitably distributed to all of the 
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areas of Lebanon and to the different types of existing industries. If this is 
not possible for some of the existing industries in some areas of Lebanon which 
are not covered by the authority of the legitimate government, then some of the 
terms required of them should be made easier so that they can take advantage of 
these loans before they run out, 


As for the revitalization loans, the only people who should be benefitting from 
them should be people who have incurred no financial burdens in connection with 
the establishments which they own. Such people are the ones who can renovate 
their industries by means of utilizing these loans. But if an industrialist is 
already saddled with financial burdens in connection with an existing 
enterprise which he owns, how can we expect him to add to these burdens of his 
by revitalizing his industry as long as he has not been able to solve the 
problems which he has already incurred? 


[Question] What is your assessment of the role played by the banking apparatus 
in financing industry, and what are the methods which are necessary to have 
this financing be more in line with the requirements of industrial investment? 


[Answer] The role which is currently being played by the banking apparatus in 
financing industry is a role which is purely commercial. In fact, there are 
some cases where people have gotten themselves involved in difficult situations 
because the banks did not make accurate feasibility studies of their 
enterprises and provided the necessary financing for these enterprises without 
taking into consideration or making an assessment of the difficulties and risks 
which these enterprises might possibly have to deal with. 


As for the methods necessary to have this financing be more in line with the 
requirements of industrial investment, they could be summed up as being the 
following: 


l. The adoption of an approach of credibility when making an economic 
feasibility study for any industrial enterprise and proposing it to the 
organizations concerned, 


2. The provision of long-term loans at low interest rates for new equipment. 


3. The application of easy terms and low interest rates [for loans to] any 
other sector in order to provide operational liquidity for any industrial 
enterprise. 


4. The participation of banks, via the surplus funds which they have, together 
with the appropriate authorities in the encouragement of Lebanese industry by 
means of providing what this industry needs in order that it bring prosperity 
to the Lebanese economy. 


[Question] There is an obvious trend of thought on the part of our officials 
to the effect that the government should not provide any emergency aid to 
industry and that the industries which will survive will be the enterprises 
which are viable and competitive. Since you are an industrialist, what is your 
view concerning the matter of protection? 
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[Answer] The government should not shirk its responsibility by exempting 
itself from any obligation vis-a-vis any industrial enterprise which has become 
non-viable since the government, in the beginning, did not engage in any 
planning and did not orient our industrialists toward the establishment of the 
enterprises which needed to be implemented in Lebanon as a result of the 
requirements of its markets and the existence of similar industrial plants 
[elsewhere]. What the government has done is to give industrial licenses 
without intervening at all. Although it was a requirement that a feasibility 
Study be provided along with an application for a license, the government never 
did object to the establishment of any plant. The best proof of the fact that 
this is true is the fact that today we are seeing industrial enterprises, which 
were set up to cover the needs of the entire Arab world, expected to survive by 
marketing their products only in Lebanon. The government has an obligation to 
take care of its citizens, to nelp their enterprises survive, and to orient 
them in the correct direction so that they will overcome the difficulties which 
they experience. If statistics are compiled concerning all of the industries 
which are undergoing economic crises and if the government, via an appropriate 
agency, undertakes the job of making a study of the situations of these 
industries and suggesting solutions for them, then the government will have 
done its duty. As for protection, this is something which I would like to 
see--but not the type of protection which is in violation of the principles of 
the free economy system or protection for the owners of exyisting industrial 
enterprises. The kind of protection I would like to see is the following: 


l. The establishment of high customs fees for all imported industrial goods 
which have counterparts in Lebanon. 


2. The exemption of necessary Lebanese raw materials from customs fees in 
order to encourage industrial production. 


3. The reduction of rates charged for electricity and fuel consumed by the 
industrial sector. 


4. The provision of export incentive grants to all plants which are able to 
export their products to new markets, in order to encourage the marketing and 
distribution of Lebanese products. 
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LEBANON 


FUTURE ROLE OF LEBANESE BANKING SECTOR OUTLINED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A‘'MAL in Arabic No 51, Aug 83 pp 76-77 


[Article by Dr Andre Shu’aybs: "A Glance at the Structure of the Banking 
Apparatus in Lebanon" ] 


[Text] The Lebanese banking apparatus has played a basic role in financing the 
growth of the Lebanese national economy ever since Lebanon attained its 
independence and right on through the difficult years of the recent civil war. 
This banking apparatus, due to the determination and capability of those in 
charge of it and due to the free economy system under which our banks have 
developed, was able to expand both in terms of the volume of its business 
activity and in terms of the number of organizations and institutions 
functioning within it. The Lebanese banking apparatus has characteristics 
which are both traditional ones and characteristics which are the result of the 
current economic situation and the structural changes which have taken place in 
Lebanese economy during the past few years. All of this must be taken into 
consideration when making any analysis of the status of Lebanon's banks and the 
role which they might be able to play in the future. The most important of 
these characteristics and features could perhaps be summed up as being the 
following: 


l. Most of the Lebanese banking apparatus consists of commercial banks. 
Although some of the banks actually specialize in operations determined by the 
nature of the capabilities or expertise which these banks have, it is possible 
to say that one of the nost important characteristics of this banking apparatus 
is the fact that there is no diversity within it. Of the 92 banks which are 
active in Lebanon today, 87 of them are commercial banks and 5 of them are 
banks which specialize in medium-term and long-term loans. Statistics clearly 
demonstrate the limited role which the specialized banks, for example, play. 

At the end of 1982 the total deposits of these banks were only 332 million 
Lebanese pounds, whereas the deposits of the commercial banks totalled 

45.5 billion Lebanese pounds. The total in loans extended by these specialized 
banks amounted to 441 million Lebanese pounds, whereas the total in loans 
extended by the commercial banks to the private sector amounted to about 

26 billion Lebanese pounds. This does not necessarily show that there is a 
basic shortcoming in the structure of our banking apparatus. This reflects, to 
a large degree, the requirements and nature of our national economy as well as 
the supply and demand situation in the financial nirkets. However, it is 
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possible that the nature of the banking business could have induced the banks 
to neylect some of their operations and to give preference to some of the 
operations over others without any convincing justification or to ignore some 
sectors and concentrate on others. Perhaps this fact explains why the 
authorities resorted to issuing a law :aling with ban’; which specialize in 
medium-term and long-term loans. Thi law is Legislative Decree Number 108 of 
1977 which superseded Law Number 22/67. The objective of the law is to 
yenerally promote the granting of such loans and, in varticular, to encvurage 
the granting of loans to production sectors such as the sector of industry. As 
we know, this decree did not achieve the purpose which it was supposed to 
achieve, both because of the deterioration in Lebanon's security situation 
since 1975 and because of the rise in interest rates during the last few years. 
There is no doubt that the amendment to this decree which was issued a few 
weexs ago and which lowered the minimum in deposits for the specialized banks 
and granted them some special exemptions will serve to promote the growth of 
these banks and diversify the nature of banking activities in Lebanon. But we 
should bear in mind that the maturity periods for deposits and loans in our 
banking system are still extremely short and that, during the upcoming period 
of recons ruction, there will certainly be an increasing need to extend these 
maturity periods of the resources of the banks so that capital can be made 
available for medium-term and long-term investments. There is no doubt that, 
in addition to providing incentives for the specialized banks, we must also 
provide incentives for the secondary financial market in Lebanon which, to a 
large deyree, will facilitate the process of financing reconstruction in both 
the private and public sectors. These incentives can consist of creating the 
necessary means and institutions to support this market, and the Lebancn 
Financial Company constitutes the initial manifestation of such institutions. 


), The activity of the banks, to a large degree, focuses on financing 
consumption. This can be clearly seen in the statistics dealing with the 
distribution of the loans of the banking apparatus to the various sectors. We 
gee, for example, that at the end of 1982 the sector of commerce obtained 

52 percent of all of the loans made to the private sector, whereas the sector 
of industry, for example, obtained only 17 percent of these loans. Here we 
should point out that this distribution does not necessarily reflect a 
shortcoming, in the system of extending loans. It is, to a large degree, a 
reflection of the reality and nature of our national economy. We should also 
bear in mind that the need to make up for the losses suffered by the structure 
of our national economy as a result of the 7-year civil war and the losses in 
the GNP which have been accumulating will necessarily require an increase in 
the level of investment and consequently in the rate of bank loans to some 
sectors. For example, there will have to be more loans to industry, more loans 
for the purchase of equipment and machinery, more loans for construction, and 
nore loans for projects dealing with the reconstruction of our infrastructure. 


We should point out the fact that, during recent years, there has been a 
noticeable increase in the loans made by the banks to the public sector via 
intensive subscription of treasury bonds. By the end of 1982, bank loans to 
the public sector constituted 30 percent of the total in loans made to both the 
private and public sectors together, whereas this percentage was practically 
zero, for example, in 1975. We know that the greater part of the government 
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expenditures, which are largely financed by means of treasury bonds, consists 
of current expenditures. This is why the banking apparatus has persisted in 
concentrating its loans in the area of consumer expenditures, in spite of the 
radical change occurring in the structure of its expenditures in the direction 
of increasing the public sector's share of the total of the loans extended. At 
this point one should mention the fact that the increase in the share of 
treasury bonds in the assets of the commercial banks is an indication of the 
increasing importance of the public sector in the national economy. The banks 
financed the public sector in this manner when investment opportunities in the 
private sector were small. This made it relatively ez.sy for the public sector 
to use the banks to finance its deficit. However, when business activity 
returns to its normal level, this may result in the public and private sectors 
competing with each other to obtain the resources of the banking apparatus. 


3. There is a great disparity among the banks in terms of their size. A small 
number of the banks which are operating in Lebanon monopolize a high percentage 
of the deposits and loans. By the end of 1982, for example, the three largest 
banks controlled 17.84 percent of all of the bank deposits. Furthermore, the 
ten largest banks had 45.58 percent of the total deposits of the commercial 
tanking apparatus. On the other hand, at the end of the first quarter of 1983 
the 15 smallest banks had only 1.22 percent of the total bank deposits. 
Nevertheless, in terms of volume the share of the most prominent banks is not a 
completely reliable indicator of the intensity of the concentration of deposits 
in the Lebanese banking apparatus because this share does not take into 
consideration the number of banks operating within this apparatus. For 
example, if the top five banks have 27.02 percent of the total deposits ina 
banking apparatus which includes 87 commercial banks, this indicates a higher 
degree of concentration of deposits than if the top five banks were to have 
27.02 percent of the total deposits in a banking apparatus which included only 
20 operating banks. There is another indicator of the intensity of 
concentration and competitiveness of a banking apparatus, called the 
(Hirschmann) indicator, which takes into consideration both the share of each 
bank of the total deposits and the overall number of banks [within a given 
banking, apparatus]. This indicator goes up as the differences among the banks 
increase, and it goes down as the number of banks increases. At the end of 
1982 this indicator was 3.02 percent for Lebanon, and we should bear in mind 
that the maximum level for this indicator is 100 percent. This maximun 
indicator shows that a single bank is monopolizing all of the deposits. This 
indicator of 3.02 percent appears to be low when compared with the (Hirschmann) 
indicator levels in other countries such as Canada (17.43 percent), Jordan 
(20.89 percent), or Greece (37.31 percent). The indicator for Lebanon is more 
like the indicator levels for countries such as Switzerland (6.49 percent) and 
Japan (3.50 percent), which have some of the lowest indicator levels of this 
type in the world. This, in fact, is an indication of the degree of 
competitiveness of the banking apparatus in Lebanon, in spite of the disparity 
which exists between the budgets of the banks in Lebanon--the reason being the 
high number of banks that are operating in the country. 


4. The banking apparatus in Lebanon is noted for its high degree of liquidity 
and its low degrees of solvency. If we look at the ratio of liquid assets, 
including treasury bonds, to total deposits at the end of 1982, we discover 
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that this percentage exceeds 30 percent in about 64 percent of the banks. This 
level as calculated on the basis of the combined budget of the banks is about 
40 percent. However, the ratio of loans to total deposits is about 5/7 percent 
when calculated on the basis of the combined budget. It exceeded 70 percent in 
the cases of about 39 percent of the banks, and was more than 60 percent in 

52 percent of the banks. As for the degrees of solvency, they are low in the 
case of a large number of the banks. The ratio of private capital to the total 
combined budget of the commercial banks is 3.4 percent. At the end of 1982, 
this percentage was less than 2 percent in the case of 9 banks. As for the 
ratio of private capital to total loans and risks, on the basis of the combined 
budget it was calculated as being 7.25 percent at the end of 1982. In the case 
of about 40 percent of the banks it was less than 6 percent. There is no doubt 
that the liquidity and solvency situation as indicated by the statistics has 4 
direct effect on the policy set by the banking authorities--in the direction of 
imposing obligatory levels [of liquidity and solvency] on all of the banks 
operating in Lebanon. 


5. The banks constantly maintain high percentages of their deposits in foreign 
currencies. This percentage today is about 30 percent. This percentage is 
close to the level which has historically been normal for the Lebanese banking 
apparatus. But we should bear in mind that this percentage went up in 1980 and 
was especially high in 1981, when it was 43.47 percent by the end of the year. 
This was due to the fact that, at that time, there was an increase in the 
activity of converting Lebanese pounds into other currencies. 


6. The commercial banks indirectly contribute toward putting into practice the 
policy set by the monetary authorities. The banking apparatus, in addition to 
playing its role of financing business activity, helps the monetary authorities 
put into practice their policy which has the objective of maintaining the value 
of our national currency. The importance of this role has increased during 
recent years when there has been a noticeable increase in the rate of inflation 
in the world as a whole and in Lebanon in particular. This is something which 
has induced tie Central Bank of Lebanon to impose an obligatory reserve level 
for deposits, and this level has gradually gone up to 15 percent. Due to this 
measure and other similar measures, the authorities have been able to achieve 
some relative success in checking the rapid growth of the money supply. These 
brief remarks have shown that the Lebanese banking apparatus has broad 
potential for growth, for diversifying its operations, and for making an 
effective contribution toward financing a large share of Lebanon's requirements 
in the areas of reconstruction and development. This may require that some 
measures be taken by the banking authorities in the direction cf facilitating 
the work done by the banks and also maintaining their soundness at the same 
time. However, most of the effort will be effort that is undertaken by the 
banks themselves. They have the necessary resources and capabilities, and they 
in particular have a great deal of flexibility to enable them to adapt to new 
business conditions and circumstances. This has been proven by the fact that 
they have been able to overcome the difficulties encountered during the years 
of the civil war. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


TREASURY BILLS OFFERED TO PUBLIC--The sale of Treasury Bills outside subscrip- 
tion by banks is being considered by the Lebanese government together with 
ways of encouraging Lebanese resident abroad to provide financial assistance 
to the country. The measures follow a meeting between the government and rep- 
resentatives of commercial, banking and industrial associations last week. Mr 
Sami Maroun, the president of the Council for External Economic Relations, is 
to head an economic committee to examine the sale of bills to the public, with 
Lebanese emigres a special target for the sales campaign. The meeting also 
set up a ‘Group of Economic Associations’ to coordinate efforts by the govern- 
ment and business associations to arrest the decline in the local economy. 

The group will be headed by Antoine Chader, who is President of Lebanon's 
Association of Bankers. At the end of this week's meeting to set up the 
Group, Mr Ibrahim Halawi, the economy, commerce and tourism minister, said: 
"National resistance should be not only political and military, but above all, 
economic.” The meeting also discussed proposed amendments to the Libyan- 
Egyptian trade protocol, about which negotiations will continue in Cairo next 
week. Mr Maroun is going to Baghdad in the second half of November for talks 
on a new Lebanese-Iraqi trade protocol. He confirmed that the council was 
going ahead with plans to set up 22 overseas representative offices to en- 
courage Lebanese trade and tourism. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 
in English No 42, 17 Oct 83 pp 4-5] 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PLO APPOINTMENTS--Informed Palestinian sources have said that the new appoint- 
ments which were designated by the Palestine Liberation Organization involved 
mainly the organization's representatives in Europe and Africa. The most 
significant appointments, which will be effective on 1 November, include: the 
transfer of Ibrahim al-Sus from Paris to Dakar (Senegal) and the appointment 

of ‘Isam Kamil, the Berlin representative, as al-Sus’ replacement; the transfer 
of Nimr Hamad from Rome to Prague and the appointment of Abu Na‘il, the 
organization's representative to Ethiopia, as his replacement; the transfer 
from Athens to Brussels of Shawqi Armali who will be replaced by Sa‘ud al-Ghandur 
as acting director until a new director is appointed; the appointment of 

Sakhr Habash, the secretary of Fatah's Revolutionary Council, as representative 
to Moscow. [Text] [London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 191, 8-14 Oct 83 p 9] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ADGAS BOARD PUBLISHES REPORT ON 1977-82 OPERATIONS 
Abu Dhabi AKHBAR AL-BITRUL WA AL-SINA‘'AH in Arabic No 156, Jun 83 pp 9, 10 


frticle from AL-SHA'LAH Magazine: "Report on ADGAS Operations for the Period 
1977 to 1982," date not specifiedg/ 


[iexg] A report was recently published concerning ADGAS operations for 1977- 
82. The chairman of the company's board of directors, Dr Mani’ Sa'id al- 
"Utaybah, the minister of oil and mineral resources, in his preface to the 
report, praised the company's accomplishments during the last 5 years. He 
‘escribed these accomplishments as being "a significant milestone on the 

way to achieving our aspirations to extinguish the fires that used to spread 
over our territorial waters and our maritime fields, wasting our gas resour- 


ces." 


Dr al-'Utaybah expressed his pleasure over the achievements of the gas lique- 
fication plant on the island of Das, in terms of exceeding its production 
quotas in accordance with its basic design of more than 30,000 tons. The 
total production in 1982 reached 2,331,937 metric tons of liquefied natural 
gas. He also expressed his delight over the company’s net profits, which 
totaled approximately $277 million in 1981. His excellency expects similar 
profits to be achieved in 1982. The chairman of the board expressed his pride 
in the fruitful cooperation, mutual trust and excellent relations with the 
Tokyo Electric Company, and praised the cooperation of the Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Company (ADNOC/], the Abu Dhabi Marine Areas Operating Company /ADMA-OPCO/ 
and all the contractors who share in ADGAS' operations. 


The Director General's Report 


The Director General of the company, Julian Darley, in his foreword to the 
report, said that the company had become a successful and profitable organiza- 
tion during the past 5 years, as had been planned for. He said that the 
company’s production had increased continuously from 1,672,955 metric tons 

in 1982, the first full year of production, to 3,011,238 metric tons in 1982. 


Mr Darley emphasized that ADGAS was very concerned with implementing the 
government's policy aimed at Arabizing the work force, by employing and train- 
ing a large number of citizens of the United Arab Emirates and other Arab 
states. 
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Gas Supplies 


the reported indicated that the quantities of gas available to the plant 

were limited until the last part of 1979, when modifications were made to the 
yas pumping system, which led to an increase in gas quantities and to the 
plant's operating at its full capacity. The average amount of gas received 
by the plant amounted to 490 million cubic feet per day, and the total volume 
of gas supplies last year was 178,770 million cubic feet, of which 89,909 
million cubic feet was natural gas. The increase in production of liquefied 
natural gas last year, compared with 1981, was 299,107 metric tons. As for 
liquefied oil gas, it was less in 1982 than in 1981, since it totaled 

508,508 tons. The decrease was due to a decline in the amounts of associa- 
ted gas, as a result of the decrease in crude oil production from the Abu 
Dhabi marine fields. Moreover, production of pentane increased from 119,257 
tons in 1981 to 170,793 tons in 1982. 


Production and Exports 


The plant's total production since its construction, up to the end of 1982, 
was 12,853,552 tons, of which 9,642,966 tons were of liquefied natural gas, 
while 1,450,275 tons were of liquefied butane gas and 614,332 tons were pen- 
tane. The total exports of the plant's production, during this period, was 
12,506,649 tons, of which 9,585,252 tons were of liquefied natural gas, 
1,431,639 tons were of propane, 1,126,776 tons of butane and 606,982 tons 

of pentane. 


Engineering Services 


During the years from 1977 to 1982, ADGAS Company engineers completed 1,250 
technical modifications in the plant for the purpose of improving and min- 
taining production. The total cost for these modifications amounted fo about 
$9 million, and the biggest of them was done to develop a system of 
reactivating the carbons, at a cost estimated at more than $2.5 million. 

ADGAS engineers were also able to reduce the period of closure, i.e., with 
respect to production steps, during the periodic maintenance process, from 

65 days in 1981. At the same time, the periods between periodic maintenance 
processes was increased from 2 years to 3 years, thanks to stricter monitoring 
and maintenance of the equipment, while it is operating. 


Satety 


Intensive training and the rigorous application of safety rules in the ADGAS 
plant has led to the achievement of a low rate of accidents. This rate is 
still constantly being improved, which puts this plant in an excellent 
position compared with similar oil, gas and petrochemical facilities in various 
parts of the world. In order to maintain this high standard of safety, with 
products that require a considerable amount of prudence and strict adherence 
to instructions, each individual who works in this plant has been trained in 
first aid and the use of respiratory equipment, as well as other safety 
measures. The training is being given in several languages, in order to 
ensure clear understanding and comprehension of the safety instruction by all 
the workers in the plant. 
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Some 222 training courses were conducted for the plant workers in 1982, 
in which some 1,543 men participated, including 324 workers from the con- 
tractor companies. 


The report pointed out that due to the nature of the gases being dealt with 
in the plant, ADGAS has one of the largest stockpiles of respiratory equipment 
in the Gulf area. 


The Financial Situation 


fhe report made it clear that the ADGAS Company has proved to be a financially 
successful organization. The company was able to achieve a remarkable change 
in 1980, when it compensated for its losses the previous years. It increased 
its capital reserves, which enabled it to distribute the first dividend 

to its stockholders. The book value of the company’s fixed assets at the end 
of 1982 was approximately $400 million. The construction of new storage 
facilities will add between $500 and $600 million to the book value of its 
fixed assets by 1985. The general capital in 1980 increased by $199 million. 
This was strengthened the following 2 years, which enabled the company to 
provide the funds required for the capital building program. The report 
added that the company's debts are being constantly reduced, since they are 
being paid off in accordance with the contracted schedule. The company has 
paid off about $450 million of its debts as of the end of 1982. 


Computer 


the operations report mentions that ADGAS obtained its own computer in 1981, 
after having shared with several other firms in the use of a computer 

system managed by ADMA-OPCO. ADGAS is currently using an I.C.L. - M129 
system, one of the most modern of the small-sized computer systems, produced 
by International Computers, Ltd. ADGAS also introduced a word processing 
system in its offices in Abu Dhabi and on Das Island. The report added that 
future plans for the use of the computer includes tying the company's 
computer into the larger computer ‘ised by ADNOC, as well as tying the com- 
puter with the word processing system. 


Human Resources 


The ADGAS operations report said that during the past 5 years, the number of 
company employees has risen from 515 in 1977 to 915 as of the end of last 
year. One of the most important indicators during that period was the in- 
crease in the number of nativeborn UAE employees from 16 to 56, and the in- 
crease in the number of other Arabs from 159 to 374. 


The report says that Arab employees represented 47 percent of the company's 
total employees at the end of 1982, whereas their percentage was not more 

than 34 percent in 1977. The report added that this significant increase in 
the number of Arabs in the company came about as a result of intensive 

efforts made by the ADGAS management to implement the government's guide- 

lines to give preference in appointments to citizens first and then to citizens 
of the sister Arab states. 
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Ihe Arabization policy is also manifest in the training program developed 
and implemented by the company. Since 1979, and up to the present time, 
six groups have been selected to enroll in the preparation and development 
center under the control of ADNOC. Two groups have graduated from the 
institute, the first in 1981 and the second in 1982. The graduates, who 
number some 43 trainees, have joined the gas liquefaction plant on Das, 
wiere they are receiving practical training. Four groups of trainees, 
comprising some 55 young men, are currently in the center now, in addition 
to 16 students who have been sent to Britain and the United States to 
complete their academic studies. 


Gas Liquetication Project 


[he project is composed of four stages, each of which dependent upon the 
other. These stages are: 


l. Collecting the gas and pumping it to Das Island 
Processing and liquifying the gas 
3. Shipping the manufactured products to Japan 


4, Utilities receiving the gas, which is provided by TAPCO and Tokyo Gas 
Company Ltd in Japan, are managed by ADMA-OPCO. 


(Ihe plant is composed of two similar and parallel production lines, which 
are designed and built to allow maintenance operations on one, while the 
other continues in production. Services are provided to the plant through 
water collected for the utilities. This can be partially shut off for 
testing and maintenance purposes, while its other unit continues to operate 
within specific limits. 





the two production lines are designed for the following annual capacities: 


Liquefied natural gas... ..ccccecscccvccvsecccseseede + Million tons 
PATPANE BOSe cccccccccsecsccccccvsccccesescsccvessOMuu tons 
BECARS BOBc cc ccccssevcccocccoeevecovccocecccosctneyeee Cone 
POREENS BOG c ce ceccccccocecvseccccoccccccoossoscessauguee tone 
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UNITED ARAB EMIKATES 


INDUSTRIAL PLANNER REPORTS ALLOCATIONS IN PRIVATE SECTOR 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 12 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article: "Local Private Sector Allocations Total 205 Million Dirhams for 
114 Industrial Establishments in Dubayy"”] 


[Text] Local private sector investments in industrial fields in Dubayy, 
according to the latest available statistics, have been estimated at 205 
million dirhams, while foreign industrial investments were estimated at 114 
million dirhams. Ahmad al-Dhawi ‘Abd al-'Al, the industrial planner in the 
Municipality of Dubayy, stated that the number of industrial establishments 
in the emirate were some 140 out of the total of 430 establishments in the 
UAE, i.e., some 37 percent. He pointed out that investment in the industrial 
sector on the UAE level amounted to approximately 3.4 billion dirhams. This 
does not include the mines and quarries, not the huge investment in the alumi- 
num production unit in Dubayy. There is 1 billion dirhams in direct invest- 
ment of the private sector in industry included in this figure, as well as 
1.1 billion dirhams of the public sector, while loans to industry amount to 
1.2 billion dirhams, with 100 million dirhams in assistance. 


The Municipality of Dubayy's industrial planner indicated that it is clear 
from these figures that capital equals 66 percent, that is, that stockholders 
in projects have a 2 to 1 ratio over debt incurrence. This is a healthy 
phenomenon in the UAE, since direct investment with respect to the total 
capital is judicious. 


He said that the industrial sector's share of total local UAE production, 
which does not exceed 3.6 percent, is disproportionate, and that the UAE's 
huge potential and suitable climate for attracting investment for this sec- 
tor, makes it a candidate to play an important role along with oil. It 
should be a basic focal point, in the event of the sudden disappearance of 
oil revenues, whether through price reductions or declining quantities in the 
future. 


He added that through the statistics available regarding industry in 1979, 

to which the only major change that has occurred was the addition of the huge 
aluminum smelting production, we find that mineral and non-mineral raw pro- 
ducts industries, except for crude oil and coal, occupy first place through 
production that is valued at 300 million dirhams. 
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In terms of labor intensity, the same activity comes in first place. The 
total workforce in units that operate with more than 20 workers amounts to 
6,890 workers, whereas the work force in units that operate with less than 


20 workers and that concentrate on brick and tile production amounts to 
5,200 workers. 


In second place is the processed food industry, where the value of production 
reached 200 million dirhams. The workforce in units operating with more than 
20 workers totaled 5,200, while the work force in smaller units was 3,750. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MINISTRY OF PLANNING REPORTS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 31 Aug 83 p 2 
(Article: "Abu Dhabi Has 3,573 Farms, With an Area of 76,902 Dunums*/ 


[Text] During 1981, the total number of farms in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
was 3,573, out of a total in the UAE of 12,258. The farms’ surface area 
totaled 76,902 dunums, out of a total UAE farm area of 363,531 dunums. 


ihis was revealed in the statistical report issued by the Abu Dhabi Office 
of Planning in 1962. It was reported that the 1981 vegetable production in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi totaled 23,000 tons out of a total crop produced 

in the UAE of 160,000 tons of vegetables. The Emirate's production of dates 
and fruit amounted to 9,366 tons, while the UAE's total production was 
60,000 tons. 


With regard to livestock resources, the total number of camals in Abu Dhabi 
was 75,729, while in the UAE it was 97,622 camals. 


The number of sheep and goats in the Emirates of Abu Dhabi was 202,848 
head, out of a total number of 604,947 sheep and goat in the entire UAE. 


There were 4,066 head of cattle in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, out of a total 
of 27,000 in the UAE. 


As for egg production, it was 2.1 million eggs in Abu Dhabi, out of a total 
of 52 million produced by the entire UAE. 


In the al-'Ayn area, the number of farms in 1982 was 1,617, with an area of 
62,928 dunums, compared with 771 farms in al-‘Ayn in 1978. 


In the Western area, the Abu Dhabi report for 1982 mentioned that the total 
number of farms there was 2,187, with a surface area of 21,583 dunums. 


About 4,159 dunums were planted with wheat in 1982, producing 850,000 kilos 
in the al-‘Awdah area. 


Total crops for the Western area were 4,661 tons, valued at 23 million dirhams. 
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fhe report i large group of vegetables were planted in the al- 
rea, which in 1982 produced 9,528 tons of tomatoes, 1,509 tons of cucum- 


stated that 


' 

Ayn 

bers, 2,059 tons of zucchini, 2,387 tons of eggplant, 268 tons of cabbage, 
435 tons of okra, 980 tons of potatoes, 611 tons of parsley, 575 tons of 


spinach, and 1,388 tons of onions. 


fhe total value of the vegetable production in al’Ayn was 24.5 million dirhams. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ALLOCATIONS IN HEALTH, EDUCATION FOR 1983 REACH 3 BILLION DIRHAMS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 11 Sep 83 p 6 


[Article: “Investment Program for 1983; 1.72 Billion Dirhams for Education, 
1.24 Billion for Health; 417 Million Dirhams Provided for Covernment Build- 
ings; 14 New Schools, 8 Hospitals and a Nursing School"] 


[Text] The cost of the new investment program for 1983 amounts to 1.65 billion 
dirhams and includes the completion of a number of important projects in the 
rest of the UAE ministries. Among these projects is the construction of a 
building for the office of the prime minister, whose total costs amount to 90 
million dirhams, a building for the Federal National Council costing 84 million 
dirhams, the Ministry of Planning building, at a cost of 25 million dirhams, 
the Ministry of Finance and Industry's building costing 70 million dirhams, 

and the building for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at a cost of 100 million 
dirhams. 


Ministry of Justice 


The program includes the completion of the Ministry of Justice's projects, 
which cost 127 million dirhams, including the Ministry of Justice's building 
at 48 million dirhams, the Federal Court building at a cost of 34 million dir- 
hams, the court complex in al-‘Ayn, costing 17 million dirhams, the al-Fujay- 
rah court building at 7 million dirhams, and four court buildings in Diba, 
al-Zayd, Khaur Fakkan and Kalaba’ at a cost of 12 million dirhams. 


Education 


As for the Ministry of Education, the investment program totals 1.721 billion 
dirhams, and includes the completion of a number of secondary, middle and 
primary schools in the remainder of the UAE, including five secondary schools 
in Abu Dhabi, at a cost of 45 million dirhams, thr-e of them for boys and two 
for girls, and four secondary schools in al-'Ayn, ut a cost of 22 million 
dirhams. 


The Ministry of Education's projects also include the completion of three 

secondary schools for girls in Dubayy Emirate, the first in al-Qasis costing 
8.5 million dirhams, the second in Dayrah costing 8.5 million, and the third 
in al-Hamariyah at 4 cost of 9 million dirhams. Moreover, a secondary school 
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for boys is aiso being built in al-Khazamiyah in the emirate of al-Shariqah, 
at a cost of 9 million dirhams, and a secondary school for girls in Ra's al- 
Khaymah at a cost of 10 million dirhams. 


With regard to middle schools in the Emirate of Dubayy, the program includes 
the completion of a school for boys in al-Qasis, at a cost of 8 million dirhams, 
4 school for girls in the city of Badr, costing 9 million dirhams. As or 

the Emirate of al-Shariqah, a school for boys is being built in Dibba al-Hasn, 
at a cost of 9 million dirhams, a school for girls in al-Khawr in Kalba', at 

a cost of 6 million dirhams, a school for boys in al-Yarmuk and another school 
for girls costing 8.5 million dirhams. As for Ra‘s al-Khaymah, the program 
includes three schools, the first for boys in al-Mayridh, the second also for 
boys in al-Ma'murah and the third for girls in al-Rams, each one costing 8 
million dirhams. In al-Fujayrah, a school is being built costing 7.8 million 
dirhams. 


(he Ministry of Education's investment program also includes the completion 
of a group of sports facilities and housing for female teachers and pupils. 


Health 


the Ministry of Health's projects in the new investment program total 1.248 
villion dirhams, and include completion of a group of health projects, hospitals 
and outpatient clinics in various parts of the UAE. 


in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the program includes the construction of a nurs- 
ing school, at a cost of 13.175 million dirhams in Abu Dhabi, housing for 

the doctors of al-Ayn Hospital, at a cost of 12.4 million dirhams and a clinic 
complex for the al-Jazirah Hospital, costing 25 million dirhams. There is also 
a J0-bed hospital for the treatment of fevers in Abu Dhabi, costing 12 million 
dirhams, two health centers in Abu Dhabi, costing 15 million dirhams, and a 
tealth center in al-'Ayn costing 13 million dirhams. 


(he important health projects in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi include agreement 
on the construction of a 250-bed emergency hospital, at a cost for buildings 
ilone of 323 million dirhams. This year's budget includes the allocation of 
1) million dirhams to begin the first stage of this project. 


With regard to the Emirate of Dubayy, the program incivdes expanding the Ku- 
wait hospital in Dayrah, at a cost of 62.6 million dirhans, construction of 

the al-Amal hospital in al-Jumayrah, costing 73 million dirhams, and construct- 
ing a community health complex in Dubayy, at a cost of 9 million dirhams, as 
well as construction of a central clinic for school healch, an outpatient 
clinic in al-‘Uwayr, an outpatient clinic in al-Rashidiyah, a dental clinic 

in Hawr al-'Anz, a public clinic in al-Najmah, another in al-Qasis, a third 

in al-Lusayli and a fourth in the city of Badr. Each of these clinics will 
cost 15 million dirhams, 


Concerning the health projects in the Emirate of al-Shariqah, the new invest- 
ment program includes completion of construction of the public hospital in 
4l-Shariqah. This hospital will have a capacity of 220 beds and will cost 
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1/7 million dirhams. The total funds allocated for it in the budget is 70 
million dirhams. Among the health projects is a clinic for school health 

in Khawr Fakkan, a public clinic in al-Maddam, a public clinic in al-Hamari- 
yah, a public clinic in al-Mulayhah, a central dental clinic and a community 
health complex. ALi of this will cost 16 million dirhams. 


[n the Emirate of ‘Ajman, the program includes completion of construction on 
the ‘Ajman hospital. This is a 200 bed hospital, costing 150 million dirhams 
for its buildings alone. Moreover, a community health complex is being built 
in "Ajman, at a cost of 12 million dirhams. The completion of the ‘Ajman Hos- 
pital is estimated at 8 million dirhams. Also being built is a school health 
clinic, a central clinic for school health and a central public clinic, at a 
cost of 6 million dirhams, 


With regard to health projects in Umm al-Qaywayn, they include expansion of 
the Umm al-Qaywayn Hospital, with a total cost of 71.75 million dirhams, and 
construction of a community health complex, costing 12 million dirhams. In 
Ra's al-Khaymah, the health projects include construction of Saqr Hospital in 
Ra's al-Khaymah, at a cost of 90 million dirhams for the buildings alone. 

A study has been completed, and this year 8 million dirhams has been allo- 
cated to begin the project. 


Also among the health projects in the Emirate of Ra's al-Khaymah are construc- 
tion ot additional buildings for the Sayf Ibn Ghobbash Hospital in al-Nuk- 
hayl, and housing for its doctors, at a cost of 44 million dirhams, the con- 
struction of a community health complex, at a cost of 9 million dirhams, and 
two school health clinics, at a cost of 4 million dirhams, as well as a spec- 


c 


ialized clinic for Saqr Hospital, costing 5 million dirhams. 


Regarding the Emirate of al-Fujayrah, among the important health projects 
there are the 100-bed East Coast Hospital, whose buildings will cost 910 
miliion dirhams, and construction of a community health complex, costing 5 
million dirhams, 


Justice 


In the Ministry of Justice and Social Affairs, the total costs for projects 
amounts to 229,52 million dinars. They include seven cooperative associations 
in the emirates, whose buildings cost 52.5 million dirhams, a home for the el- 
cerly in al-‘Ayn, costing 14 million dirhams, a home for the elderly in Dubayy, 
at a cost of 12.5 million dirhams, and a home for the elderly in ‘Ajman, Ra's 
al-Khaymah and al-Fujayrah, for a total cost of 1/7 million dirhams. 


Among the important Ministry of Justice projects are construction of a handi- 
cap care center in Abu Dhabi, costing 40 million dirhams, and a center for the 
care and training of the handicapped in Dubayy, also at a cost of 40 million 


dirhams. 





[Islamic Atfairs 


[fhe total costs of investment program projects for the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs and Waqfs is 262.76 million dirhams for the repair of mosques and 
construction of mosques and cemeteries. The investment program includes 
approximately 63.14 million dirhams for Ministry of Information and Culture 
projects, which include the construction of six cultural centers in Dubayy, 
Ra's al-Khaymah, Bad' Zayyid, ‘Ajman, Umm al-Qaywayn and al-Fujayrah. Also 
included is a news agency complex. The total investment program for 1983 
pertaining to the Ministry of Agriculture amounts to 113.52 million dirhams, 
for the construction of agricultural guidance centers, veterinarian centers 
and maritime workshops for fishing boats. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


EXPENDITURES ON HEALTH DOUBLE IN 1983 
Abu Dhabi AL-ILTTIHAD in Arabic 1 Sep 83 p 2 


[Rrticle by Ahamd Sa'id: "Expenditures for Health Projects for Six Months 
fotaled 37.5 Million*/ 


[Text] Expenditures for Ministry of Public Health projects, during the first 
6 months of this year, amounted to 37.5 million dirhams, or 27 percent of 

the total funds included in the budget this year, which amounted to 141.2 
million dirhams. Moreover, this expenditure was double the amount spent dur- 
ing the first half of last year, 1982, which was 19.2 million dirhams. 


\s regards the implementation achieved during the first 6 months of 1983, 

it amounted to approximately 41.8 million dirhams, some 30 percent of the 

total funds included. Moreover, the size of the implementation for this 

period was more than that achieved for the same period last year, approximately 
19.5 million dirhams. 


[t i¢ well known that the total costs included for the ministry's projects 
amount to 1.38 billion dirhams. That is for projects to conclusion. However, 
the authorization for them in this year's budget was 141.2 million dirhams. 


As for the projects implemented by the Ministry of Health itself, their costs 
totaled 19 million dirhams, an increase of 5 million dirhams over last year. 
(he increase represented the inclusion of a project for the first time, i.e., 
purchase of land, or building or purchase of buildings abroad. This pertains 
to building a health office in Cairo. An expenditure of less than 10,000 
dirhams was made for relocating, renewal and expansions of Ministry projects. 
this is considered a very modest expenditure. As for new projects, disburse- 
ment has not been made, in view of the delay in issuing the budget. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ADFAED 1982 INVESTMENTS--The total investments for the Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab 
Economic Development [ADFAED], up to the end of last year, was 238,048,471 
dirhams, compared with 200,995,844 dirhams as of the end of 1981. The invest- 
ments include 11,609,214 dirhams in bonds and deposit certificates up to the 
end of 1982, compared with 1,216,102 dirhams in 1981. They also include 
200,358,677 dirhams in project investments, and 26,048,471 dirhams in circu- 
lating third party funds, compared with 178,480,935 dirhams and 21,298,807 
dirhams r-spectively as of the end of 1981. The fund's annual report indi- 
cated that the financial income gererated by its operations last year amounted 
to 93.5 million dirhams compared with 107,180,513 dirhams in 1981. The net 
income was 91,917,257 dirhams, while the fund's total assets for last year 
amounted to more than 2.65 billion dirhams, compared with more than 2.56 
billion dirhams in 1981. [Text] [Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 12 Sep 83 p 2] 
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RA'S AL-KHAYMAH OLL PRODUCTION--During the next few days, drilling operations 
will begin at the Salih oil well no. 2, adjacent to Salih well no. 1 in Ra's 
al-Khaymah's territorial waters. This is being done within the context of 
plans pertaining to drilling for oil in the emirate. A senior official in 
Ra's al-Khaymah stated that drilling operations at a third well. would begin 
shortly, and that oil exports from the emirate would begin at the beginning 
of next year. The Central Bank, in a report published previously this year, 
expected that Ra's al-Khaymah's production would continue over a period of 
150 years, based on recent discoveries that put the emirate's estimated oil 
reserves at about 200 million barrels of crude oil. An official source in 
the Ra's al-Khaymah Gulf Maritime Company Ltd. said that the volume of the 
emirate's oil production will increase at the beginning of next year to 30,000 
barrels a day. Salih well no. 1, which ig located 50 kms from the emirate's 
north-west coast, has a production of 6,000 barrels a day, in addition to 27 
million cubic feet of natural gas daily. Ra's al-Khaymah has signed a con- 
tract valued at $300 million with an international firm to develop its im- 
portant reserves of natural gas estimated at more than a billion cubic feet. 
[Text] [Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 14 Sep 83 pp 1,14] 7005 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NATIONWIDE DISCONTENT WITH SOVIET PRESENCE 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 301, 29 Aug 83 p 35 
(Article: "Will Afghanistan Become the Soviet Vietnam?"] 


{Text} The lack of discipline and corruption have become abiding signs of the 
behavior of individuals of the Soviet forces in Afghanistan. These phenomena 
have worsened to the point where the military command there was impelled to 
take deterrent actions against the officers and men to restrict (their behav- 
ior). Three officers were executed after it was proven that they had taken 
part in smuggling Japanese video equipment and Afghan furs inside caskets 
carrying the bodies of Soviet soldiers killed in action to the Soviet Union. 


At an earlier time, four officers were convicted on similar charges and then 
sent to military work camps in Siberia for long terms. It is worth noting 
that dozens of Soviets were arrested early this year. Among them were persons 
working in Kabul who were charged with smuggling vast quantities of cash be- 
tween Afghanistan and their country. 


The persistent corruption among Soviet officers has apparently become a source 
of bitterness and complaint among Afghan officials themselves. In June, some 
sources revealed that two Afghan army officers attempted to bribe a Soviet 
military adviser to ensure their transfer from the Kunar front to a safe 

place in the capital Kabul. The exciting thing here is that their commander 
in Kunar was aware of the bribe, but he did not move quietly because his auth- 
ority was narrow and limited. 


And this is not all. The hand of the Soviet military administration did not 
extend to the native Afghans because many Afghan citizens were victims of 

fraud and theft committed by Soviet soldiers and officers. Observers explained 
these actions as a result of the decline in their personal situation and mor- 
ale, especially since they are living under the harshest army conditions which 
surround their war with the Afghan insurgents. 


Observers find many examples of organized fraud committed by Soviet soldiers. 
If a Soviet patrol encounters the truck of an Afghan citizen, it forces the 
driver to leave it, after waich the soldiers begin to strip the contents of 
the truck. In fact, some of them equipped with mechanical tools immediately 
begin to take off the tires and remove the engine. The truck drivers heading 
south for the city of Jalalabad have to pay regular tribute in Pakistani 
currency to the Soviet soldiers concentrated on this road. 
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However, the Afghan officials themselves are no less corrupt than their comrades 
among the Soviet Armed Forces. In the evening of 27 June, a group of men broke 
into a home in the Kabul suburb of Ayub Khan Mina. After they left carrying 
away vast quantities of money and jewels, the police caught them. All that 

is considered normal, but the odd thing is that after interrogating the band 

of thieves, the police arrested two police officers and two army officers in 
addition to three Communist Party officials and agents of the Afghan secret 
police [KHAD]. 


The KHAD organization has apparently been penetrated by units of the Afghan 
resistance. It was recently disclosed that many secret police agents are 
skilled in putting out the newspapers and printed materials of the Afghan re- 
sistance on government paper. Worse than that, they become involved in dis- 
tributing these printed materials by a car belonging to one of the major 
offictals in the security apparatus itself. 


On the other hand, major officials in the Afghan regime have begun to work 

out strong security arrangements for themselves, which clearly reflects the 
lack of confidence in the guards on whom their lives depend. President Karmal, 
even when he moves about in the capital, has come to use three similar cars 

in which all travel in a procession to a fake goal. As for guarding him per- 
sonally, the task is assigned to tougher individuals than the Soviet soldiers 
who follow him wherever he goes and stays. 


[n general, President Karmal spares no effort in striking at and attacking any 
activity that smacks of resistance and rebellion. In May, the authorities 

of the Afghan regime arrested hundreds of army officers, civil service offi- 
cials, teachers, and students belonging to the Pashtun tribe in Afghanistan. 
This is the tribe from which most Afghan soliders are descended and showed 
their dissatisfaction with the increasing Soviet influence in the Afghan Army. 


Dispatches carried some of the names of those who were arrested. They were 
all brigadiers - Sa'id Ja'far, Munawwar Shah, Muhammad Sabinghar, and Sadat 
Mand. Their arrest was also followed by the seizure of many major officials. 
(hey were all detained in the Sharkhi prison near Kabul. But the seizure of 
these important personalities of the Pashtun tribe brought things to a fever 
pitch. Reports indicated that the vengeance of the tribesmen was transformed 
into an active secret organization scarcely known outside of Afghanistan. 


[his campaign of arrests was accompanied by a propaganda attack launched by 


tadio Kabui against the Millet Party, the political facade of the Pashtun 
tribe. In this connection, the Millet Party has been described as a tool of 


the CIA, with its members among the reactionaries working for the Americans! 


Informed sources note the activity of the Millet Party many of whose members 


ire government employees and teachers. They also point out that many members 
the Millet Party joined the Communist Party in order to protect their 
government jobs or infiltrate the communist organizations by agreement with 


their party leaders. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET TROOPS REPORTEDLY KILL 10 SCHOOLGIRLS 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Oct 83 p l 


[Text] ISLAMABAD (UPI)--Moslem guerillas said Monday Soviet soldiers opened 
fire on hundreds of Afghan schoolgirls, killing 10 of them during a demon- 
Stration against the Communist government in Afghanistan. 


More than 12 other girls were wounded in the incident last week in Kabul, the Q 
Afghan capital, the Mujahid Press Agency said. 


The Soviet troops opened fire to disperse hundreds of schoolgirls who marched 
through Kabul streets, then gathered in a park, carrying placards inscribed 
with anti-government slogans, the rebel-run press agency said. 


Earlier reports last week Afghan Moslem guerillas attacked a camp near the 
Soviet border, badly damaging two helicopter gunships and destroying 14 tanks 
and other vehicles, the state-run Radio Pakistan reported. 


The radio said Friday the guerillas staged a rocket and mortar attack on the 
Archi Camp near the Soviet border on Sept. 22, wrecking the helicopters and 
the 14 tanks and other vehicles. 


The guerillas fighting to oust an estimated 11/)5,000 Soviet troops from Afghan- 
istan also killed 40 Communist troops and captured another 50 soldiers along 
with arms and ammunition in industrial area of Baghlan City, north of Kabul, 
last month, the radio said. 


Three military posts in Baghlan Province were also attacked by the resistance 
on Sept. 19 and 27. 


The radio said a military post in Mewand, adjoining Kandahar Province, was 
wiped out. 


In two separate operations in Helmand Province, the resistance killed more 


than 20 Communist troops and destroyed five tanks. Four Mujahideen were also 
killed in the clashes, the radio said. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HALF OF AFGHAN VILLAGE REPORTEDLY DESTROYED BY SOVIETS 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 19 Oct 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Oct. 18 (Dispatches)--Russian air and ground troops have 
flattened almost half a village north of Kabul in a five-day bombardment ap- 
parently aimed at flushing out the Mujahideen, western diplomats said here 
Tuesday. 


The bombing was part of a stepped-up campaign against anti-Communist in the 
Shomali valley, which stretches north from the capital of Kabul toward the 
Soviet Union, they quoted reports from their embassies in Kabul as szying. 


The hillside village of Istalef, 55 km (30 miles) north of Kabul, took the 
worst beating from Russian MiGs and helicopters as well as from ground artil- 
lery and tank cannon, they said. 


No casualty figures were available but the diplomats quoted their sources as 
saying the smell of death hung over the picturesque village, which was earlier 
known for its artistic ceramic work. 


Refugees from the area have been arriving in Kabul, they said, and many women 
and children injured in the bombing have crowded the capital's civilian 
hospitals. 


The diplomats said Russian troops entered the vaillage during lulls in the 
bombing, which lasted from October 12 to 17, and sought out the houses of Mus- 
lim freedom fighters known to be fighting against the Russian-backed 
government. 


They appeared to have detailed information about which houses they should 
search and later set them on fire, the diplomats said. 


Two rival Mujahideen groups, Harakat-i-Islami and Hezb-i-Islami, were known to 
have been fighting against each other in Istalef for more than a year and 
these tensions could have allowed Afghan intelligence to collect unusually 
precise information about the Mujahideen there, they said. 


The diplomats reported smaller attacks on other villages in the Shomali val- 
ley, which has seen several Mujahideen raids on government convoys in recent 
weeks. 
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The envoys also reported several Russians sweep operations near the western 
city of Herat as the government tried to set up military posts along the road 
to Islamqala on the Iranian border. 


They said the Mujahideen attacked several government armored cars carrying 
officials from the airport to the city. Another of their operations partially 
damaged the Samlad project west of Herat. 


The diplomats also reported tight security in Kabul with fewer men in sight as 
government troops continued identity checks and house-to-house searches for 
young men to press into the army. 


They said Kabul University students were said to have boycotted classes on 
October 3 in protest against an admissions policy which allows demobili ed 
soldiers into university without an entrance examination. 


Even soldiers who did not finish secondary school were eligible for university 
studies under this scheme, they said. 


Operations in Qandahar 


Successful operations of Mjuahideen in Oandahar city and the Province have 
been reported. Six major clashes took place during the week ending on Septem- 
ber 4, as a result of which 21 Russian-Karmal soldiers were killed, four 
tanks, an armored vehicle, a Jeep and five supply trucks were destroyed. Six 
Mujahids were martyred during the clashes. 


Intense Fighting Reported Near Charikar Town 


Meanwhile, foreign diplomats reported frequent clashes in the Shomali plateau 
regions nurth of Kabul. They said travelers had also reported the intense 
fighting there late last month, especially around the town of Charikar. The 
fighting late: moved southward, according to the reports. 


Clashes were also reported in the Khoi Safi Mountains northeast of Kabul, a 
region that has been the scene of fighting among Afghan freedom fighters and 
Russian-Karmal soldiers. 


Pir Launched by Russians 


Russian conspiracy to set up a front against Mujahideen through the help of a 
fake Pir (Spiritual leader) Bahauddin in the modern locality of Shehr-e-Nau in 
Qandahar has badly failed. 


Sources in Qandahar said that the disciples of a fake Pir Bahauddin had been 
frequenting the Karmal military post established in the locality of Shehr-e- 
Nau recently. The Pir was promoting .i1e fantastic idea throug his mystical 
machinations that the occupation of the Russian troops was the will of God. 
The first victims of the Pir had been the Karmal soldiers who were persuaded 
to become satisfied over the Russian occupation. Some Russian agents acted as 
the ardent deputies (Khalifas) of the Pir ond had formed a sort of circle to 
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attract the commoners. They encouraged the Russian-Karmal operations against 
Mujahideen. The Mjuahideen raided the place on the night of September 3 at a 
time when the Pir and his disciples were in a session. According to the re- 

ports five Karmal soldiers were killed on the spot while the remaining force 

fled away along with the fake deputies. 


According to the details of the scheme the Russian had introduced a Parchami 
Bahauddin as a Pir. Under the plan, the proposed Pir was introduced the Prime 
Minister, Kishtmand after a few weeks of his launching. A wide publicity was 
given to this meeting and the idea was floated that there was a strong con- 
troversy over Jehad in Afghanistan among the religious and spiritual leaders. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


"RUTHLESS BOMBINGS’ OF AFGHAN TOWNS BY SOVIETS REPORTED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Oct 83 ppl, 4 


[Text] NEW DELHI (UPI)--Soviet and government troops are pounding the Afghan 
countryside with some of the harshest bombing attacks in almost four years as 
part of campaigns in seven provinces, a western diplomat said Tuesday. 


In the Shomali Valley, just north of the capital of Kabul, the town of Istalef 
has suffered "destruction greater than at any time since the invasion,’ by 
Soviet troops in 1979, the source said. 


No casualty figures were available following a five-day attack on Shomali Val- 
ley and Istalef early this month, but the number of dead was believed to be 
high and hospitals were reportedly filled with wounded. 


In Kabul, the source said Moslem leader Mullah Bozorg, imam of Qala-i-Musa 
Mosque, was "found dead in the mosque with throat cut from ear to ear... 
slaughtered like a sacrificial lamb in an Islamic ritual.’ 


The diplomat said the Mullah was allegedly killed by Mujahideen because he 
supported the regime. A second diplomat confirmed the Mullah was killed, but 
said his throat was cut by "party men’ who objected to his "collaboration «ith 
the resistance.’ 


The diplomat said the Soviet and Afghan troops waged a five-day ground and air 
offense in Shomali using MiG bombers, tanks, helicopters, and artillery. The 
attacks "filled Kabul hospitals with injured women and children,’ he said. 


A refugee said the attack on Istalef began Oct. 2, destroying 40 percent of 
the town, which had a population of several thousand people. The attack left 
"the smell of death from bodies buried in the rubble apparent from a dis- 
tance,’ he was quoted as saying. 


Soviet troops entered the town between bombing attacks to burn the homes of 
resistance fighters whose names have been provided by informers working for 
Khad, the Afghan secret police, the diplomat said. 


Mujahideen, two of whom were reportedly killed in tne bombing, were unable to 
mount much resistance although they managed to destroy a number of tanks and 
sersonnel carriers with rockets and land mines. 
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In the offensive in Herat, regime forces carried out "a fairly extensive sweep 
operation’ beginning Oct. 7 that reportedly involved the entire 17th Division 


© 


made up of an estimated 5,000 men, said the source. 


Little was known of the offensive, but the diplomat said observers doubted it 


would “have much impact on the strength of the resistance in western Herat 
Province.’ 


Kabul citizens boiled with rage according to another report quoting the dip- 
lomat, when on Oct. 4, the Soviets, on the pretext of house-to-house searches 
during curfew hours, broke into houses and kidnapped four young Afghan women. 


fhe enraged citizens who approached the police next day were told that Soviet 
troops looted only personal property and did not kidnap any woman. 


Another report said three military officers were assassinated near their homes 
in the Khairkhana District of Kabul during pre-curfew hours house-to-house 


search on Oct. 9. Four other officers were kidnapped in the same area. 


Two passengers were killed and another was injured Oct. 6 when a civilian 
vehicle struck mines in the Karte-Nau District on the southern edge of Kabul. 
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IRAN 


COMMENTARY ON IRAN'S STANCE AGAINST SUPERPOWERS IN GULF 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Oct 83 p l 
[Commentary: "How Strong Does Islamic Iran Stand?" } 


(Text} Our political commentator today takes up the question of the recent 
flurry of activity in the region and the big powers who have sent their arma- 
das at full steam towards the Persian Gulf in the face of the Islamic Repub- 
lic's strongly asserted intentions to meet any move aimed at jeopardizing its 
interests through encouragement of the Iraqi regime. The analysis aims to 
shwo that Iran will not stand idly by if ever danger is foreseen to these 
interests and will act in the way it thinks fittest. 


A GREAT deal of high tension and nervous alarm have recently been generated in 
capitals throughout the world following on Iran's warning that the delivery of 
the Super Etendard fighter jets equipped with Exocet missiles to the Iraqi 
regime of the Ba'athist Saddam Hussein, would entail the gravest of consequen- 
ces if these jets are used to stop Iranian oil flow out of the Persian Gulf. 
No doubt all the hue and cry which the Iranian threat engendered in world po- 
litical circles and reflected in the world's manipulated media, had much to do 
with attempts made right along from the start of the Iran-Iraq war to hold 
aloft the Ba'athist regime as a counter to the Islamic Revolution in Iran. 
Mark you these attempts have been made jointly, openly and off and on clan- 
destinely by those not too kindly disposed to the Islamic Revolution which 
they see as a danger to their interests in this part of the world. But what 
impresses us most in all this is the fact that these concerned world and 
regional powers are at long last willing to take Iran seriously. How seri- 
ously could be seen from the focus of world attention on Iran's challenge to 
the recent gift to Iraq of the French military package. 


No one we believe can seriously deny that the clear warning of the leader of 
the Islamic Republic Imam Khomeini and high officials of the nation, to the 
effect that the Hormuz Strait will definiiely be targeted for closure by Irar 
if its vital interests were in any way jeopardized by the encouragement given 
to Saddam Hussein, did create a stir of dynamic proportions among world and 
regional states. Not only that, the two Superpowers and a number of other 
"interested" parties in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere are bus; scurrying to 
and fro in search of what they deem are defensive counter-measures. 
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Let them do what they must, but they should remember that Imam Khomeini and 
the Islamic Republic's officials, who take their cue in all decisions from the 
Imam, mean what they say and will follow up with practical steps to make ef- 
fective what they say. The media may have been tutored to represent the Iran-~ 
fan statements on the closure of the Hormuz Strait as so much filibusier, but 
all those {nvolved would do well to note that Iran has taken vital decisious 
before in the face of the gravest dangers to itself when convinced of the 
justice of its cause and can and will do 60 again. 


One of such experiences had been the captivity of the U.S. Spy Nest in Tehran 
and humiltlating of the 52 American spies for 444 days continuously. Imam 
Khomeini had declared since the beginning that “America cannot do any damn 
thing" and so it had been. Of course, the U.S. and its mercenaries motivated 
by material computations imposed an economic boycott and froze Iranian assets. 
but what had been the result? The blocked Iranian assets only led to a later 
settlement of financial accounts between the Iranian and American governments 
and no longer will any Iranian funds find its way into the Manipulated Ameri- 
can banks. 


Are the Saudi, Kuwaiti and other corrupt regimes, which hold substantial funds 
in the American banks, able to withdraw their money? Never. They can only 
rob the wealth of their oppressed nations and boost the standing of the Amer- 
{can treasury, being blackmailed into purchasing American goods in return. 


Will they be in a position to withdraw their staggering funds in US banks 
without being immediately confronted by the might of Zionists and US capital- 
ists interests who will want to freeze these funds? 


The economic boycott also served as inspiration for Iranian Moslems in con- 
trolling economic excesses. ‘The foolhardy aristocratic group was distin- 
guished and separated from the genuine followers of the Islamic Revolution, 
and those who are willing to sacrifice for Islam and those who are not ready 
to do so were made known in order to make their position clear at a suitable 
time. 


Another experience is the imposed war. The Western and Lastern politicians 
calculated that if they force the strong Iraq of those days, with a $36 bil- 
lion currency reserve and a strongest Group Force in the region, to declare 
war against Islamic Iran, they could achieve a two-fold objective: loss of 
soldiers of the two countries to weaken the Army of Islam and to overthrow the 
Islamic Government of Iran, which had already been entangled with a series of 
conspiracies. 


Imam Khomeini had said on the very outset: "We shall so slap Saddam that 
never should he be able to get up again." Today, not only has this threat 
been vividly materialized but it has led to weakening of any government which 
helped the aggressor. Understandably, a lot of blood wf Moslems has been shed 
but, contrary to the fanciful imaginings of the atheists, all that bloodshed 
only strengthened the will to resist and fight on the path of justice. If 
Iran was able before to gather its defenses quietly, it can now stage such a 
maneuver that with one simple threat about closing down the Hormuz Strait, it 
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can make all the loudspeakers of the enemies of Islam sound off at the top of 
their voices. 


Why? Since they know that Iran has not bluffed so far. Iran had said even 
during the firse stages of the war, even though relatively weak in comparison 
with the aggressor, that it shall not allow repetition of the Palestine case 
within Iran and that Iran will not accept a cease-fire unless the invador is 
punished. These positions later emerged as the final truth. 


They clearly experienced that from the beginning Iran had raised the slogan of 
"Neither East Nor West” and such had been the truth. Iran kicked out the Rus- 
sian remnants out of the country just as it shoved out the American spies 


Coming on the present times Islamic Iran has not only successfully crushed out 
the now helpless aggressor and shaken the hollow, reactionary rulers of the 
region out of their senses, but its method of fighting has gained universal 
dimension in a way that the revolutionary Nicaraguan nation, placed right in 
the heart of America, finds its inspiration in the sstrength of Moslems; in 
Iran. And the Lebanese in the Middle East, living under acute oppressive cir- 
cumstances combined with all the limitations stand in combat against the Zion- 
ist, capitalists and socialists dictations, and have set the sacrifices of the 
Iranian fighters as their ideal. 


But what is really regarded as the great triumph of Islamic Revolution has 
been the humiliation of all internationally famous press networks of the world 
whose all interpretations and analysis of the incidences in Iran after the 
revolution has so far, emerged as incorrect and unreal! And such a situation 
is attributed to no other factor but the blessings of Islam and we thank God 
for His bounties. 
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SHEYKHOLESLAM OFF TO STEADFASTNESS FRONT COUNTRIES 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] TEHRAN, Oct. 18 (IRNA)--Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister for Political 
Affairs Hossein Sheikholeslam left Tehran for a visit to Syria, Algeria, 
Libya, People's Democratic Republic of Yemen and several African countries 
Tuesday. 


In an interview, minutes before his departure, the foreign ministry official 
said that Iran and Syrai have always had close relations, and that during his 
visit in Damascus he would discuss with Syrain officials topics pertaining to 
bilateral relations between the two countries. He also added that he would 
re-emphasize the unbending position of the government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in relations with the on~going war and the Persian Gulf situation. 


He said that the task of maintaining peace and security in the Persian Gulf is 
the responsibility of the Islamic Republic and of other countries of the 
region and that no foreign power would be permitted to interfere in its 
affairs. 


The foreign ministry official also noted that the promised delivery to Baghdad 
of French made Super-Etendard planes by the French government is a malicious 
design on the part of that government aimed at creating adventurism in the 
Persian Gulf. He said the French government and the rest of the supercilious 
world powers would be responsible for the aftermath of their support given to 
the Baghdad regime. 
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IRAN 


ACTIVITIES OF IRANIANS IN THE PHILIPPINES REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Oct 83 p 6 


[Colusm by Jesus Bigornia: "No Compromise With Dealers of ‘Living Death’”] 





[Excerpt] Presence here of an alien terror 

intelligence community and that of 
group, reportedly sent here’ by immi cration authorities have been 
Teheran, is 8 develop- repeatedly called to the overt acts of 
ment that should jolt Philipp this militant it appears that 
authorities from their policy of max- scarcely has been done to 
imum tolerance. Fortunately ‘for purge this undesirable presence 
an Iranian national, a from the Philippine community. 
victim of hoodlum has Only recently, this column repro- 
cmcrgce te denounce the leader of duced in this space comments that 
the so-called hit squad who is now appeared in the Teheran Times éon- 
held by Makati police authorities. temptuous of the Marcos adminis- 
Placed on notice that Amir Hossain tration. Such an attitude of visitors 
Kamboozian is the suspected leader is now confirmed by a manifesto of 
of the Iranian Muslim students that the Iranian Muslim Students in the 
has so boldly come out to announce Philippines calling on all Iranian 
plans to destabilize the regime, students here to (1) join snti- 
government is left with no alterna- rallies, (2) blow up gov- 
tive but to expel him and his col- ernment facilities, newspaper 
from the Philippines forth- plants, television stations, hotels 
pag a Ssusiined euaiien om ateha. “3 

on 

Although the attention of the ¢* ¢ @ 
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IRAN 


UNIVERSITY STAFF, STUDENTS STAGE ANTI-FRENCH PROTEST 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 13 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] TEHRAN, Oct. 12 (IRNA)--A large group of students, faculty members and 
staff of Tehran University staged a rally in front ox the French embassy here 
today to protest the delivery of the French-made Super Etendard planes, to 
Baghdad government. 


Marching to the French Embassy from Tehran University, the group chanted slo- 
gans in condemnation of the French government, calling President Mitterrand "a 
stooge of the Americans”. 


Speaking before the group of demonstrators and by-standers, the leader of the 

mass prayers at Tehran University Mosque Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Baqer Sharist 

said that Mitterrand's policies served to disrepute the French people who were 
respected for their historical revolution. 





A resolution issued by the protesters said that with the delivery of the 
Etendard planes to the Baghdad government, the world imperialism and Zionism 
aimed at unnerving Muslim fighters. But such propaganda would not demoralize 
the Muslim combatants. 


It also said that the Iranian people and Islamic Republic government would 
firmly stand against all schemes aimed at destabilizing security in the Per- 
sian Gulf. When deemed necessary Iran would block the Strait of Hormuz pre- 
venting the export of even one drop of oil. The resolution also referred to 
the policy makers in Washington as a bunch of criminals seeking to give 
Baghdad empty hopes by the presence of the U.S. fleet in the Indian Ocean. 
The demonstrators vowed that the Iranian people would not quit their struggle 
until the Ba'ath party in Iraq was exterminated. 


The demonstrators while marching towards the French embassy carried portraits 
of Imam Khomeini, Ayatollah Montazeri, President Khamene'1, Majlis speaker 
Hojj. Hashemi Rafsanjani and Prime Ministr Musavi. Police sealed off the 
French embassy compound, but several students passed through the cordon and 
wrote slogans such as “Death to the French government,” on the walls oppo- 
site the embassy. 


A spokesman of protesting students said: "We staged this rally in order to 
voice our protest against the continuous aids by the French government to the 
Baghdad government and to demonstrate to the world people that the educated 
and the intellectuals in Iran are united with the rasses. 
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YOUNG SOLDIERS ENTER FRAY WITH ‘KEYS TO HEAVEN’ 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 17 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text ] Iranian boys of 12, wearing metal keys to 
heaven round their necks, are among the most 
rapidly consumed cannon fodder in the corpse- 


hungry Iraq-Iran war. 


oe ce 6 haa tran othciely sar 0: 18. Some Guilt 


Gull war statistics aut aude elas te Military training comes 


about prisoners, casual  vwirryes of young volunteer soe main military subject 
unreliable, but ding martyrs in the bettlefield, i¢ mine-detonation 


to the International Red Wt aii are said fo be at = Seudents fan out in 
Crom there are more least 16, when an iranian § front of Iranian tanks or 


than 7000 Iranian mes of age. infantry, setting off mines 

prisoners, of whom at the Govern- with sticks or by jump 
least 750 are under 18. ment dees not itself re- on them. Beace the Spar 
tween 12 and 15. one Government-ap- martyrs’ families 
There i¢ no Geneva proved 60es. = henefit in two ways. First, 
convention saying how Newspapers in Isfahan there is the glory. Second 
by they receive 


prescribed , bela, affiliated to the card when he 
soldiers taken coment, World Istamic congress.” = graduates “cum isude.” 
But last month the United Martyrd entitiing the family to 
commission in Geneva Diploma privileges. = 





_—— The sole entrance quale = The child soldiers are 
ification is “belief in early all from poor vik 
Angry Note God” and sympathy for age or sium families, but 
R ; ; the Hezboliahi. Age is  riyais do not seem to have 
oe d Those taken 
Students, the “po 
thet chile soldiers exten ment deciares, are aged often feel guilty that they 
OF, a6 Of angry note to the from 14 to 90. They are have survived. he 
sudcommission put it, ‘rained simply to iraqi offers to send 
iran “categorically re- “conquer Kervela.” 28 young prisoners home 
fects suggestions that the ‘oly city of Shia islam have been rejected by the 
use of children in its ‘ying on the Euphrates iranian Government. Off 
armed forces is an estab- inside southern iraq, ee 
‘ished practice or one  Ofaduates acquire 4 


“diploma in martyrdom.” 
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IRAN 


BLOOD TAKEN FROM PRISONERS FOR WOUNDED SOLDIERS 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 3 Oct 83 p 19 


[Text] LONDON, Sun.--The International Federation of Human Rights said Iran 
ie executing condemned political prisoners by draining their blood so it can 
be given to wounded soldiers and revolutionary guards, the Sunday Times of 
London reported. 


The report said some prisoners apparently were executed by the complete drain- 
ing of their blood, while others were forced to give some of their blood sup- 
ply before being executed by firing squad. 


The Paris-based organisation said it obtained a smuggled copy of an official 
document, issued and signed by the chief revolutionary prosecutor's office in 
Teheran which was sent to prosecutors in all provinces and towns. 


The document was quoted as saying: "Reliable medical teams will secretly 
empty the blood of those individuals who have been condemned to death. 


"The blood should be transferred to special containers by using syringes and 
the containers delivered to the nearest health centre so that wounded revolu- 
tionary guards can benefit from the blood at the earliest emergency." 


The report said the document was contained in a 40-page report prepared by the 
federation, which had just completed a month-long fact-finding mission inside 
Iran, the first of its kind since Khomeini took power in 1979. 


"I have every reason to believe that this document is true," the federation's 
assistant general secretary, Christian Rostoker, a French lawyer, told the 
newspaper. 


The federation said that an acute shortage of blood in Iran had probably 
forced the authorities to issue the order. It said forced blood donations 
also involved some prisoners who had not been condemned to death. 


The newspaper said that between Aug. 23 and Aug. 25, while Mr Rostoker was in 
Iran, 48 people were executed, 19 of them young women. Most of them were 
workers, students or school teachers arrested for opposing the regime. 
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"Since the beginning of 1983, the federation says, 450 people have been exe- 
cuted after a summary trial, lasting from two to 10 minutes, conducted by a 
mullah.” 


Meanwhile, the death toll in Iraqi missile attacks yesterday on the west Iran- 
fan towns of Dezful and Andimeshk rose to 67 today and the number of people 
injured to around 250, the national Iranian news agency Irna reported. 


The agency, monitored in London, said 10 more bodies were recovered in Dezful, 
bringing the death toll there to 41. Two others were found in nearby 
Andimeshk, about 80 km from the Iraqi border. 

In Paris, the Iranian opposition people's Mujahedin group said rebels killed 


240 revolutionary guards and wounded 117 in 14 attacks in north-west Iran last 
month. 
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PAKISTAN 


MRS CANDHI CRITICIZED FOR REMARKS ON U.S. MILITARY AID 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 5 Oct 83 p 3 
(sitorial: "Mrs Gandhi's Fallacy”) 


[Excerp£] Indian Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, addressing the people of 
America at the end of her recent world tour, complained specifically about 
America’s military aid to Pakistan. on the grounds that it disturbs the 
balance of power in South Asia; but she has not only shown no disapproval 

of the presence of Russian forces in Afghanistan but has gone so far as to 
claim that the presence of Russian forces there constitutes no threat to 
India. It is a fact that after the Russian occupation of Afghanistan, Pakistan 
has been reduced to the status of a buffer state between India and Afghanistan. 
Under these circumstances, Mrs Gandhi should have no objection to Pakistan's 
defensive measures, If India had found itself in a situation similar to the 
one Pakistan is facing, it too, like Pakistan, would have given top priority 
to its defensive measures and increased its military power to ward off the 
danger on its frontiers. In claiming that the Soviet presence in Afghanistan 
is harmless, and that Pakistan's defensive efforts are harmful, Mrs Gandhi has 
overlooked the historical fact that the defense of South Asia, which includes 
her own country, is only possible if the Khyber Pass is secure. This has been 
the first place to be defended against all those who have ever entered South 
Asia with expansionist intentions. Even our former rulers, the British, while 
defending South Asia, always kept in view the strategic position of the Khyber 
Pass. If her deep-rooted hatred for Pakistan has led Mrs Gandhi to forget 
this historical fact, so that she is even reconciled to Russia's occupation of 
Afghanistan, her old friend and her one-time ally in the nonalligned movement, 
all that we can do is to express our profound regrets. 
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PAKISTAN 





QUESTION OF PROPORTION OF SINDIS IN PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT AIRED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 4 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] In a recent column discussing the situation in the Province of Sind, 

[ wrote that in that province most of the administrative posts were held by 
non-Sindis, which was causing considerable trouble for the people of Sind. I 
have received numerous letters from Sind telling me that the truth is just the 
opposite of what I wrote and that the column only proves my ignorance of the 
state of affairs in Sind. The truth, according to my readers, is that of all 
the government posts from top to bottom, 90% are held by Sindis. The 
secretariat of the Sind Government in Karachi consists entirely of Sindis. 
Some readers have written in very strong words that non-Sindis who have 
settled in Sind are being discriminated against. Some Punjabis in Sind have 
accused me of purposely defaming Punjab. They tell me that if there is a 
non-Sind in the Sind Government, he is usually a non-Punjabi. The number of 
Punjabis in the Sind Government is next to nill. A quota system is strictly 
followed there. Accordingly, rural regions get the priority in all matters; 
whether it is government jobs or admission to educational institutions, 
non-Sindi settlers are always ignored. If you could only read the job 
advertisements in the newspapers, you would realize what the situation here is. 


One letter says: The cause of the disturbances in Sind is not what you call 
the non-Sindi administration, nor is there any other cause not found in other 
provinces. The basic cause of the disturbances is the politics of this 
province, which are in the control of the waderas--big landowners)--of Sind. 
Whenever anything goes against the vested interests of these biggies, there is 
sure to be a tumult in the province. There has never been a government in 
Sind in which they were not included; hence their union becomes stronger every 
day. Common Sindis are their serfs and dare not defy them. One reader tells 
me that a young wadera told President Zia that if the "sheriff" did not obey 
him he would resign his membership in the Shoora (Federal Advisory Council), 
and he has left it. Another reader from Sind, contradicting the subject 
column, writes: All of the employees are Sindis, the boss may be a Sindi or 
otherwise. It makes no difference, since the officers take no notice of who 
the petitioner is. Have the people of Punjab no complaint against their 
Punjabi officers? So the Sindi officers bother Sindis. Even more so, as the 
Sindi officers are ruder and more careless than their counterparts in other 
provinces. 
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Another reader says: Your column has grieved me, If the columnist of such 
an important newspaper can be go ignorant of facts, then it's hopeless: 

My brother! the hands that are causing disturbances in Sind are not those 

of what you call “Punjabi officers" but belong to the students, youthful 

sons of big landowners who, for their own ignoble purposes, conspire with 
some old politicians to slow the pace of progress in the province, even at 
the stake of its peace and prosperity. The’common Sindi dislikes them, but 
he is helpless. He has to obey them against the dictates of his own 
conscience. Unfortunately, the country is under the rule of a careless martial 
law that anybody can disobey. Even those who brought about the military 

rule can say nothing to justify their being in power. ‘They call themselves 
the result of circumstances and keep proclaiming that they will soon be quit- 
ting. 


[ have given a summary of the letters I have received from Sind concerning 
the Sind administration, Besides these letters, I have collected some more 
facts, which lead me to the conclusion that there is no truth in my statement 
that the Sind administration consists of non-Sindis. I was led into making 
this factual error by an old journalist who in his column quoted a Sind 
veteran member of the Shoora who had said that in Sind even "sheriffs" are 
Punjabis. He had presented some facts and figures, too. In any case, I 

am yrateful to my readers for pointing out my mistake at once. I hope those 
of my readers who got wrong information through my previous column will 
modify their opinion now, and I ask them all to correct me whenever I make 

a mistake in future. Thank you, 
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PAKISTAN 


MRD CALLED AN INSTRUMENT OF FOREIGN AMBITIONS 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 5-12 Sep 83 pp 7, 8 


[Excerp£] The so-called MRD has clearly proved that the masses are not with 
it. Those with experience in movements in the country remember how people 
would flood the streets and defy bullets. So much so that even the most 
cruel and tyrannical ruler had no option but to resign. 


A few indications of the above-mentioned agitation were seen in Punjab, 
Baluchistan and the Frontier Province. But after a couple of days it died 
down. This movement has shown signs of strength in Sind. In this respect, 
the experience of newsmen is that in Sind the movement was spearheaded by 
those who want neither Islam nor democracy nor the restoration of political 
activity in Pakistan, but who are merely interested in power. In fact they 
are instruments of foreign ambitions. They have sold their conscience. 
Naturally, these elements are answerable for their activities. But it is well 
known that in Sind these elements have received money and arms from a certain 
superpower through the help of a neighboring country. It is also well known 
that in Sind there are many people who for religious reasons have always 

had equable relations with a neighboring country. Proof of this is that when 
these agitators indulged in their nefarious activities, leaders of this 
country stated in no uncertain terms that "Pakistan is our neighbor and if 
human values are crushed there and if repression continues we will not remain 
a silent spectator.” 


Echoes of this statement from these leaders can still be heard and these re- 
marks recur in various commentaries. Indeed, with this statement leaders of 
this country have interfered in the internal affairs of Pakistan and their 
attitude violates accepted international principles and the terms of the 
Simla Agreement as well. This is clear proof that this country has tried to 
aid and abet these elements. Clearly, the reason is that fur all its pro- 
fessions of friendship, cooperation and goodwill, its evil inrentions remain. 
In fact, it is not prepared to accept the existence of Pakistan and whenever 
there is an opportunity it will not hesitate to stab us in the back. Undoubted- 
ly, it tried to fan the flames of mischief in Sind but suffered bad reverses 
because the Sind Government, either through discipline or with the help of 
diplomacy, has got the situation well in hand. Conditions today are far 
better. There are isolated pockets of disorder and in some places just for 
the record one or two persons offered to get arrested but this can hardly be 
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described as an earth-shaking agitation. Such things are a daily occurrence 
in those countries that claimed to be models of peace and tranquility. 


Before uttering such remarks about Pakistan, however, our neighbor should 
ckamine its own affairs more closely. How can a country, the hands of 

whose leaders are dripping with the blood of its innocent people, accuse another 
country of repression and suppression? We have always expressed feelings of 
good neighborliness toward this country. In the interest of fairness we have 
always overlooked some of its inappropriate actions. Because we entertain 

true feelings of friendship for this country, our principles do not permit 
hypocritical actions. Both in friendship and in enmity we have been true 

and courageous. Being a wolf in sheep's clothing is competely foreign to us. 
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PAKISTAN 





SEPARATIST TENDENCIES IN SIND, MRD ROLE CRITICIZED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 21 Sep 83 p 3 


(Brticle by Chaudhry Abdul Hamid: "God Alone Knows What Will Be the Fate of 
This Group," second installment in the series "Politics Without Wisdom"7 


[Excerpg£] ‘Time alone can prove that if, God forbid, the MRD movement succeeds, 
the real leaders that will emerge will be the young and immature Bhutto bro- 
thers; should anyone else become the leader, he will be assassinated and the 
Bhutto family will finally attain power under Russian protection, because all 
the secret decisions taken have been with the participation of the Bhutto 
family. 


Several Sind conferences have been held in India and the purpose of last 
year's conference was to bring together all Sindis whether they were from 
Pakistan or India with the apparent aim of setting up a government for them 
but with the real objective of separating Sind from Pakistan. A similar plan 
was revealed when a conference on Punjab was held in London and intellectuals 
from Pakistani Punjab as well as Indian Punjab were invited to participate. 
This conference also was regarded as a conspiracy against Pakistan by the 
Indian and communist lobby. Ail that is taking place in Sind has Indian sup- 
port and the MRD campaign is aimed at the separation of Sind and the North 
West Frontier Province. The people of the North West Frontier Province are 
patriotic; in other words, they have rejected their leaders and the political 
cousins of G. M. Sayed. But the leaders believe that if the campaign succeeds, 
Pakhtunistan will fall into their laps like a ripe fruit. The great majority 
of Sindis are also patriotic but the presence of Hindus there is creating 

new problems daily, and the People's Party and communist elements are adding 
fuel to the fire. The point worth mentioning is that events in Sind are fol- 
lowing the same pattern as the early incidents that took place in East Pakistan. 
Police stations, government offices and banks are being attacked in the Mukti 
Bahini style; government officials and supporters of the government are being 
murdered; hoodlums and robbers are utilized in Sind just as they were in East 
Pakistan; of course, hoodlums and blackmailers are to be found in every walk of 
life. Instigations are resorted to in order to provoke the government to 
violence and cause the Hindus and others to cross the border. History will 
then repeat itself. The same old drama is being acted out; the plot is the 
same, only the characters and the location have changed. Disturbances have 
occurred in the area where Mr Jatoi enjoys influence; up to now, we have been 
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under the mistaken impression that he was a moderate. Mr Jatoi has spread 
the news around his area that agreements have been reached with foreign coun- 
tries. To try to hold elections under the present conditions would only 
facilitate matters for them. Emotional slogans will not remedy our ills. 


The problem in Sind is not one of a deprivation of rights; as a former Muslim 
League leader has stated, the germs of communism have been breeding in this 
province for a long time. At present, nationalism, Bhuttoism, Jai Sind and 
socialism have all joined together and spread out like the Sind River, and 
communist underground activists are using their well-known tactics to lead 
them to subversion. The leaders who attest to the absence of rights only add 
fuel to the fire, just as they did with Bangladesh. 


An individual, the pride of Punjab in the past, who, in the days of our 
tribulation, received bangles from Indira, has made peace between Wali Khan 
and Ataullah Mengel in London, and, under the pretext of seeking medical 
treatment, has gone to the United States on a similar mission. If this is 
what the early benefactors of Pakistan are doing, how can we complain about 
others? As the famous couplet says, it is those nearest to us who are respon- 
sible for our misfortune. If he is our friend, destiny will not be our enemy. 





Our minister of defense is a progressive Sindi who announced upon taking office 
that a "Sind battalion” would be established in the Pakistani Army. This unit 
has been set up; but if the young men of the province are not joining the 

army in large numbers, how can Punjab be blamed for it? Recruiting teams go 
there [Sind] as well and a cadet college has been established. An appreciable 
portion of Pakistan's commerce is in the hands of original or new Sindis. Sind 
has profitted more from the creation of Pakistan than any other province; but 
none of the other provinces have ever complained about it. Baluchistan is 
progressing at such a rapid pace that even opponents are forced to acknowledge 
the fact. A former minister of the NDP, Mr Gul Khan Nasir, and the brother 

of Ataullah Mengel have openly testified to this fact. Gul Khan Nasir is a 
well-known poet and a historian of the Baluchi people and Baluchistan. He 
occupies a high portion among the intellectuals of Baluchistan. The following 
statement by him regarding politics is worthy of note: 


"The destiny of the MRD is destruction and failure; this movement has no aim 
and Baluchistan will derive no benefit from it. No political party is 

capable of reaching a correct decision regarding the country’s situation and of 
taking charge of affairs. All parties have lost the confidence of the people." 


The North West Frontier Province has not fallen behind in the race for develop- 

ment, but that does not stop protest for protest’s sake. It is a political joke 
that when Ayub Khan was the president of Pakistan, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 

used to level the charge that the country was ruled by the Punjabis. When 

Yahya Khan of Peshawar came into office, Ghaffar Khan voiced the same complaint. 
His views did not change when Bhutto was in office. How can he be expected 

to change his views now that Zia of Jullunder cum Peshawar (it seems Mr Zia 

is a “citizen” of Peshawar) is in office? 
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| sincerely implore all patriots not to allow themselves to be carried away 

by the flood but to reflect calmly on where the present course is taking us. 

If the MRD leaders want to drown us in the Arabian Sea, then the desire for 
survival demands certain thinge from us. How can we expect any good to come 
from a group for which Indira Candhi thought it necessary to express her 
support? None of the member parties of the MRD have demonstrated national zeal. 


The MRD is playing the part of the Awami League. 
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PAKISTAN 


BALUCHI LEADER: PEOPLE LOSING FAITH IN DEMOCRATIC VALUES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 22 Sep 83 pp 3, 9 


[Texi] According to the JANG correspondent, Baluchi leader Mir Sher Mohammad 
Murri has stated that in view of the changing international situation Pakistan 
should take the internal and external measures that will solve our real prob- 
lems and resolve basic conflicts. Talking to reporters in Quetta, he said that 
the Sind movement had proved that the real problem facing Pakistan is 

neither the restoration of democracy nor democratic values. The basic issue 
concerns the nationalities, and so long as the four nationalities are not 
given their rights, the country’s real problems will remain. He said that in 
the past, when Baluchistan conducted its own struggle, no one came to its 
aid. Today, he continued, Sind is alone and isolated. The so-called 
champions of democracy did not stand by Baluchistan and now they have left 
Sind in the lurch. Mir Sher said that those who proposed restoration of the 
1973 constitution and general elections are ignorant of the conditions around 
us. If the existence of the country is to be safeguarded, then talks should 

be held with representatives of the four nationalities. He said the country 
is passing through the most serious crisis in its history. Loss of life in an 
extremely peaceful province like Sind is extremely sad and the sympathies of 
the Baluchi people are with the Sind people. He said no attempts should be 
made to crush the Sind movement through the use of force and repression, 
otherwise it could lead to undesirable results. To solve problems, it is 
necessary to improve relations with neighbors. To this end, the revolutionary 
government in Afghanistan should be recognized and talks held with it. Simil- 
arly, relations with Russia should be improved and the quarrel with India 
patched up. 


We are well aware that these opinions of the Baluchi leader will be called 
extremist and separatist. It will also be said that he has not even been 
touched by the ideology of Pakistan. He will be described as completely lack- 
ing in patriotism. His remarks about relations with neighbors will come under 
severe criticism. Even to us, some aspects of his point of view are difficult 
to swallow. In particular the suggestion that we abandon the attitude of con- 
flict with India is inappropriate and objectionable because Pakistan has been 
pursuing the process of normalizing relations with India for the last 2 years. 
But not only has India shown no enthusiasm, but even the little progress that 
has been made has received precious little support from India. Recently, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and her foreign minister interfered in the internal affairs of 
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Pakistan, and this had a harmful effect on the MRD. Apart from these reser- 
vations, we feel that the observations of Mir Sher Mohammad Murri are important 
enough to merit serious consideration from the government and political 
circles, 


Like some other Baluchi leaders, Mir Sher considers democracy an irrelevant 
subject and believes that advocates of general elections under the 1973 consti- 
tution are unaware of events around us. Why is this point of view appearing and 
becoming daily more popular in certain circles? There is no honest answer to 
this except that it is because democracy and the democratic process was never 
permitted to function. For a long time no practical plan was evolved accep- 
table to the power-hungry circles of small provinces. And if it was evolved, 
it was never implemented. During the 13 years of rule of Ayub Khan and Yahya 
Khan, the martial law administrator or the president was the source of power 
and the provinces had no role in the administration. Because of the "one 
unit” philosophy, there was not even an iota of provincial independence. 

The 1973 constitution offered an agreed solution to the problem but the former 
prime minister treated the agreement with utter contempt and thus killed any 
hope that after the acceptance of the constitution, the constitutional, politi- 
cal and economic right of the provinces would be safeguarded. The public 

was still mourning the behavior of the people's government and public faith 

in the 1973 constitution was becoming seriously shaken when in 1977 martial 
law was imposed and the constitution was suspended. It has remained suspended 
now for the last 7 years. The prescription that was announced on 12 August 
for restoration of the constitution has not only not increased faith in the 
future but has instead given rise to fresh doubts, uncertainties and fears. 
This is beginning to strengthen the belief that a democracy under which the 
masses, provinces and political parties would be able to perform their proper 
role is still a remote possibility. And on top of this, the constant fear that 
even if a little democracy is restored it will be an attempt to obtain prag- 
matic results, which means covert interference in the election process. And 
whatever political structure is created will be degraded and diluted at the 
first suitable opportunity. Whatever little democracy is restored and how 
long it will last is anybody's guess. This thought is finding a place in the 
minds of political men and in small provinces and to a certain extent even in 
the large provinces. It is giving rise to apprehensions regarding the safety 
of democracy, the supremacy of the masses and provincial rights. Unless 

these doubts are dispelled and reassurances are received that stipulated, nor- 
mal administrative processes will be respected, democratic ways will not be 
suspended and any democracy that is restored will not be a controlled or a 
guided one but democracy pure and simple. Apprehensions and doubts such as 
those voiced by Mir Sher and his associates will persist. 





At the moment, we believe that if clear, categorical and trustworthy assur- 
ances are obtained regarding the restoration of democracy in Pakistan and if 
immediate steps are taken towards this goal, then the opinions of Mir Sher 
Murri can be prevented from being universally accepted. But in our view, not 
much time is left now. If the present trend of doubts, apprehensions and 
suspicions continues much longer, then indeed the question of democracy and 
restoration of the 1973 constitution will become irrelevant and talk of the 
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rights of nationalities will become so well received in people's minds that 
condemnation from Lahore and Islamabad would serve no purpose, Those 

who are in charge of the affairs of the nation should take immediate note 

of the seriousness of the situation and the shortage of time. They should 
give priority to taking steps to restore democracy as soon as possible. 
Efforts should be made to honestly make a success of the Mahmud Ali mission. 
The aim should not be to merely gain a little more time; it will be no sur- 
prise if this opportunity does not recur, 
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